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the Ministers to Pass on to the officers of
their departments my appreciation for the
courtesy that they show me: and I expect
that the same courtesy is shown to other
members.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North)
[11.32]: 1 take this opportunity of offering,
together with the previous speakers, the
congratulations that have been so
adequately expressed to you, Sir, on being
in the Position you now hold as President
of the Chamber. I feel, as does every other
member of the House, that you will bring
to Your duties an earnest endeavour to
bring to the House the best that you have
in You, and that in that endeavour you will
achieve every success. I am sure you will
rank in quality with the many Presidents
of the Past and will be remembered for
Your fairness to individual members as
well as for your conduct of the House as a
whole.

I wish to mention Mr. Syd Thompson's
maiden speech when he moved the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.
I expect that the honourable member will
be a worthy successor to Mr. Roche. Mr.
Thompson was given the privilege of mov-
Ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, and I am sure that this
Privilege will be treasured by him as, I
feel, it is by all others who have been
granted it.

I feel that with the return of Mr. Baxter
an old friend has returned to the fold.
Personally. I welcome him back. It must
be a great achievement to defy democay
on one occasion and then have an opinion,
that was considered wrong, endorsed.

We have lost two faces that we can ill-
afford to lose in the restricted circle that
constitutes the Legislative Council of West-
ern Australia. I refer to Mr. Roche and
Sir Charles Latham. Mr. Roche, I am
sure, deserves his retirement, but I am
equally sure he would have liked to be
permitted to carry on in the role in which
he was so well known.

The retirement of our es-President (Sir
Charles Latham) has left a gap which is
still not filled, because one expects to see
him emerge from some door, corridor, or
part of the Chamber, as he has done over
the past 40 years.

I take this opportunity of addressing
these remarks to the House. and I hope
that as our business goes on during the
year the memories of these two men will
not be forgotten, because they were truly
a great asset to this Chamber. I support
the motion.

On motion by tbe Hon. C. R. Abbey,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.38 P.m.
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SUPPLY BILL, £23,500,000
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISES
Long-Service Leave Entitlement

1. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Premier:
Relative to the protection of long-
service leave rights to employees
of Government enterprises in my
question No. 10 of Thursday the
11th August, in which he alludes
to a 'Committee of Senior Offi-
cers" will he inform the House the
names of members of the commit-
tee and the organisations or de-
partments they represent?

Mr. WATTS (for Mr. Brand) replied:
The names of members of the
committee and the departments
they represent are-

Mr. J. P. Maher, Administrative
Officer, Treasury Department
(Chairman).
Mr. G. H. Cooper, Senior In-
pectar, Public Service Commis-
sioner's Office (Member).
Mr. H. Skewes, Secretary.
Superannuation Board (Mem-
ber).

WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE
Guildford, Midland Junction, and

Bassendean
2. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) What sewerage work is being

arranged for the current year In
the area embracing Guildford,
Midland Junction, and Bassen-
dean?

(2) What water supply activities are
being arranged for the current
year in the same area?

Mr. 'WILD replied:
(1) and (2) No sewerage or water

works are proposed apart from
normal minor extensions.

ROAD WORKS

Guildflord, Midland Junction, and
Bassendean

3. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:

What main road work is being
arranged for the current year in
the area embracing Guildford,
Midland Junction, and Bassen-
dean?

Mr. WILD replied:
Guildford Road-Fisher Street to
Kenny Street-Construct 40 ft.
wide; West Road to Brook Street
-Construct 44 ft.-48 ft. wide;
Market Street to Johnson Street-
Construct dual carriageway.
Great Eastern Highway-Widen
Helena River Bridge and road
approaches; Westwards from Mor-
rison Street, Midland Junction-
Widen to 40 ft. GI mile); Morrison
Street to William Street, Midland
Junction - Bituminous concrete
surfacing; Town Hall section-
Bituminous concrete surfacing;
Frederick Street Bridge-Con-
struction.

SWAN RIVER
Fishing Restrictions

4. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) Has any restriction been made in

recent months on net or other
fishing in the Swan River?

(2) If so-
(a) on what date; and

(3)

(4)

(b) from what period was the
restriction applied?

What types of fish are covered by
the restriction?
Does the restriction apply to the
mouth of the river as well as the
upper reaches?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Net-fishing restrictions which

have been in force for many years
were recently re-proclaimned. Line-
fishing is permitted in all waters
of the Swan River.

(2) (a) The proclamation renewing
the prohibition was published
in the Government Gazette on
the 15th July, 1960.

(b) From date of publication.
(3) All species except Prawns.
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(4) Except as mentioned hereunder,
netting is permitted in the Swan
River in Melville and Perth Wat-
ers only, and in the Canning River
from its confluence with the Swan
River upwards to Salter Point.
The Swan River is open to the use
of nets of not more than 60 yards
in length with a mesh of 2* inches
and upwards, between the railway
bridge at Guildford and the Middle
Swan bridge. Prawn-nets not
more than 12 feet in length may
be used in all waters.

PETROL RESELLERS' PREMISES
Installation of Coin-Operated Pumps

Z.Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware of any move to install

coin-operated Pumps at petrol re-
sellers' premises, or elsewhere?

(2) If these pumps were installed,
could they be lawfully operated?

(3) During what hours could the
pumps be availed of by the public?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1), (2), and (3) Before coin-oper-

ated pumps could legally sell pet-
rol to the public in Western Aus-
tralia they would have to be
approved by the Police Weights
and Measures Branch. Applica-
tions have been received for such
approval, but as the Automobile
Chamber of Commerce has-

a)modified the roster to Pro-
vide for each highway
leading into the metropoli-
tan area to always have a
rostered service station on
it during the roster hours;

(b) provided a separate small
roster zone on the Great
Eastern Highway from the
top of Greenmount east-
wards;

(c) arranged that each service
station will always have on
display the full roster sheet
for each quarter-

it has not seemed necessary to
also approve of coin-operated Pet-
rol pumps in Western Australia.

FORREST HIGH SCHOOL
Alteration of Nature and Purpose

6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Are any proposals under consid-

eration to alter the nature or pur-
pose of Forrest High School?

(2) If so, what is the likely purpose?
(3) Approximately when would such

change take place?
(4) What would be the position of

students attending the school at
the time of the change?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Technical education.
(3) Gradually over the next three

years.
(4) The present students will not be

affected as they will be permitted
to complete their courses during
this transition stage at the For-
rest High School.

7. This question was postponed.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

Issue of Proclamation

8. Mr. TONKIN asked the Attorney-
General:
(1) Does not the Electoral Districts

Act, 1947, provide that whenever
the Chief Electoral Officer has
reported to the Minister that with
regard to the rolls made up for
any trienial election it appears
that the enrolment in not less
than five electoral districts falls
short of or exceeds by twenty per
centum of the quota as ascer-
tained for such districts under the
Act, the Governor shall by pro-
clamation direct a redistribution?

(2) As the Electoral Districts (Can-
cellation of Proclamation) Act,
1950-1959, which was assented to
on the '7th July. 1959, cancelled
the provisions of the proclama-
tion of the 1st April, causing them
to be deemed not to have been
in operation, has any proclama-
tion containing any provisions yet
been issued to meet the require-
ments of the Electoral Districts
Act?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) The question appears to refer to

section 12 of the Electoral Districts
Act, 1947.

(2) No further proclamation under
the section has been issued since
that issued on the 1st April, 1959.
As already indicated, no further
proclamation is required at this
stage.

HONEY

Sales and Prices
9. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Agri-

culture:
(1) Is the overseas sale of honey de-

clining?
(2) If so, what is the reason?
(3) What is the ruling price of honey

at the present time obtainable by
the producer?

(4) What effort, if any, is being made
by the State Government to in-
crease sales and prices?
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Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) Overseas sales for the last six
years were as follows:-

1954-55 ... ..
1955-56 ... ..
1956-57 ... ..
1957-58 ..
1958-59 ... ..
1959-60 (subject to

adjustment) ..I

lb.
3,000,311
3,460, '376
4,41:3,229
5,234,139
5,623.619

2,986,545
(2) Decreased sales last year were due

to a substantial fall in production
owing to seasonal conditions, and
a fall in world prices.

(3) The price received by the pro-
ducer may vary slightly, but from
W.A. Honey Pool prices offered
ranged from 9d. to 5d. per lb.
according to grade.

(4) Consideration has been given to
organised marketing under statu-
tory control, but the industry is
at present divided in its opinions
and the Proposal has been de-
ferred for a further year.

WILSON

Location and Building of School

10. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
.Education:

(1) Has a decision been made Yet as
to the building of a primary
school in the Wilson area?

(2) If so, what is the exact location
of the school site and when is it
anticipated building will comn-
mence?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) No.
(2) Between Armstrong and Riverton

Streets, being Lots 61-62 and 76-
78; but the date for commence-
ment of work is not known.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

Cancellation of Proclamation

11. Mr. HAWEKE asked the Attorney-
General:

Will he lay upon the Table of the
House for two weeks all papers
dealing with the cancellation of
the Proclamation issued in April,
1959, under the provisions of the
Electoral Districts Act, and all
papers relating thereto which have
accumulated since that time?

Mr. WAITS replied:

Yes, tomorrow, for one week.

NATIVES AT EAST CARNARVON
Building of Houses

12. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
the North-West:

When is It anticipated that work
will start on the building of houses
for the coloured people at East
Carnarvon?

Mr. COURT replied:
As soon as the question of the
land to be utilised is finalised,
tenders will be called for supply
of the material and erection of
the houses. It is expected that
the houses will be completed and
occupied before the end of the
year.

GERtALDTON REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Priority, Over Bunbury Hospital

13. Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Health:

Will he give an assurance that the.
construction of the regional hos-
pital at Oeraldton will be started
before the building of a similar
hospital in Bunbury is com-
menced?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No question of priority or an as-
surance thereon should arise, as
I have already announced that
both hospitals are being planned
to commence in 1962, and the
Principal Architect has been asked
to ensure that the plans and speci-
fications for tenders to be called
are ready early in 1962.
I do not want to engage In any
war betwen Geraldton and Bun-
bury, and their relative merits. I
would perhaps say at this junc-
ture that if there needs to be a
war, the Oeraldton branch of the
Labor Party might engage in such
a conflict with the Bunbury
branch.

MARGARINE

Consumption
14. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) What is the total consumption of

margarine in Western Australia
per year?

Imports and Local Production
(2) What is the Permissible manufac-

turing quota allocated to this
State?

(3) What quota of the Permissible
amount does the Minister's de-
partment permit local manufac-
turers to produce?

(4) What amount of margarine is Im-
Ported annually into this State?



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.) 489

Local Factories and Personnel
(5) How many factories produce mar-

garine in this State, and where
are they situated?

(8) What is the working personnel
of all factories, including office
staffs?

Mr. NAIDER replied:
(1) 1955-56--4,654,223 lb.

1956-57-5,304,845 lb.
1957-58-5,168,712 lb.
1958-59-6.517696 lb.

(2)
(3)
(4)

800 tons.
600 tons.
1955-56-3,424,463
1956-57-3,839.685
1957-58--3,963,592
1958-59-5,770,736

lb.
lb.
lb.
lb.

(5) Two factories-one situated at
Victoria Park, and the other at
Claremont.

(6) 13 full time and 9 half time.

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT
OFFICERS

Increased Staff North of the 26th
Parallel

15. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

In answer to my question of the
9th August, 1960, relative to offl-
cers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment (question No. 2), he replied
as follows :-"The numbers will
be increased as soon as suitable
staff can be obtained':-

(1) Would he kindly be more
explicit and explain what
he means by the words
"suitable staff"?

(2) What, in detail, would be
the wages and conditions
offered to this suitable staff
when obtained?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) "Suitable staff" means persons

who have sufficient training to
carry out the technical and scien-
tific duties assigned to them and
who are willing to accept em-
ployment in the north.

For appointment, field assist-
ants should hold at least the
junior certificate in suitable sub-
jects. technicians need a diploma
of a recognised Australian agri-
cultural college or its equivalent,
and advisers require a university
degree.

(2) Salary ranges are:-
Field Assistant: 21 years or

over, £909 - £1,126 per annum.
Technicians: £1,162 -E1,486 per

annum.
Advisers: £1,324 -E1,864, or

higher, depending on experi-
ence and responsibility.

District allowances for salaried of-
ficers vary, but for Kimberley are
£182 pa, for married men and £92
pam. for single men.
Wage hands are paid in accord-
ance with industrial agreementi
relating to the work on which
they are engaged and the district
in which they are located. The
district allowance for Kimberley
is £3 L0s. per week.

THlE "KANGAROO"
Passengers and Tonnage

16. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for the North-West:
(1) When will the new passenger

cargo ship Kangaroo commence
its run on the North-West coast?

(2) Will he give details as to number
of passengers, cargo tonnage, ton-
nage of vessel, etc.?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Estimated May, 1982.
(2) The Kangaroo will carry 94 pas-

sengers with a gross tonnage
slightly over 4,000 tons and a dead
weight lifting capacity of 2,335
tons, which will include fuel and
stores.

This will mean approximately
2,000 tons of coastal, general, and
refrigerated cargo. The ship will
have 20,000 cubic feet of refrig-
erated space and will have space
for 3.20 head of cattle.

Mr. Graham: Who ordered the ship?

17. This question was postponed.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Apprentices

18. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What number of apprentices will

be engaged at the railway work-
shops this year?

(2) What number of apprentices were
engaged in 1959 and 1958?

Mr. COURlT replied:
(1) Fifty-seven have been engaged to

date, and a further two selected
Youths are awaiting engagement.

(2) 1959-85.
1958-74.

TRANSPORT OF GYPSUM AND
METAL

Use of Railways

19. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Has he any knowledge of metal

from Iron King Mine, Norseman,
Or gypsum from Grass Patch, be-
ing carted by road to Esperance?
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(2) Has the Railways Department
made any effort to ensure that
these materials are shifted by rail?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Road metal is being transported by

road from the Iron King Mine,
Norsemnan, under permit issued by
the W.A. Transport Board. There
is no knowledge of gypsum being
carted by road from Grass Patch.

(2) Yes; but it is the general policy
of the W.A. Transport Board to
grant Permits for the road haulage
of road metal. However, approxi-
mately 3,340 tans of blue metal
were secured for rail transport
from Norseman to Shark Lake on
account of the Main Roads De-
partment during the period, the
1st January, 1960, to the 31st July,
1960.
Gypsum deposits at Grass Patch
have not yet been developed to
the production stage, but the Rail-
ways Department is endeavouring
to secure this traffic when it has
to be transported.

FREMANTLE TRANSPORT SERVICES
Takeover by M.T.T.

20A. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1) When is the Fremantle municipal

transport to be acquired by the
Metropolitan Transport Trust?

(2) What is the reason for the pro-
longed delay?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) A takeover date is awaiting con-

firmation of the Fremantle Muni-
cipal Transport Board.

(2) Negotiations concerning valuation
of assets.

COOGEE-SPEARWOOD BUS SERVICE
Takeover by M.T.T.

20B. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Transport:

When is it anticipated that the
Coogee-Spearwood bus service will
be acquired by the Metropolitan
Transport Trust?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
Until the integration of the
W.A. Government Tramways with
M.T.T. is further advanced no
anticipated takeover date can be
given regarding Coogee-Spearwood
services.

COAST ROAD
Opening to Vehicular Traffic

21. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) When is the Coast Road expected

to be open to vehicular traffic be-
tween the cable station and Port
Beach?

(2) Is it intended that there shall be
any intermediate vehicular or
other access way to the beach
anywhere between these two
points?

(3) If so, where and in what form?
Mr, WILD replied:
(1) Mid-December.
(2) Yes.
(3) In the design of the Beach Road,

provision has been made for access
at Agnes Street and Stirling Street.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE
Tenders and Construction

22. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Have tenders yet been called for

the proposed Fremantle railway
bridge?

(2) If not, when is it proposed to do
so?

(3) If tenders have been called or ap-
proved, when is construction likely
to commence?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) The matter is in the hands of the

Consulting Engineers (G. Maun-
sell and Partners) who anticipate
calling tenders in February, 1961,
to close in May, 1961.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

23. This question was postponed.

NORTH-WEST AIR SERVICES
Concession Fares for Residents

24. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West;
(1) Will he take Immediate steps to

have concession fares to wives and
children resident in the North-
West extended to cover air travel
on a similar basis as now applies
to concession fares on State
ships?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If cost is the primary reason for

refusal, will he indicate the ap-
proximate additional cost that
would be involved?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The existing concession

available for travel on State ships,
together with the free air travel
provided for students travelling to
and from the north is considered
a reasonable provision. The free
air travel provides for one free re-
turn fare or two single fares per
year for students residing in the
north and travelling to attend an
educational institution. This con-
cession was, recently liberalised to



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.J 9

include students attending the
University, Technical College, and
Teachers' Training College. It is
now available irrespective of age
or the amount earned by the
student during vacation.

(3) Answered by Nos. (1) and (2).

COPPER CONCENTRATES
Loading at Point Samson

25. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:
(1) Are copper concentrates from

Whim Creek to be loaded at Point
Samson?

(2) If so, how will it be handled at
the point of loading?

(3) How, and where will it be stored
whilst awaiting shipment?

(4) What tonnages are involved initi-
ally and what anticipated ton-
nages subsequently?

(5) What action is being taken to
counter any dust problem which
may arise during handling to pre-
vent inconvenience to people liv-
ing in and around the area?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) It is not known at this stage
whether copper concentrates from
Whim Creek will be shipped from
Point Samson. Shipments of
crude copper ore to a total
amount of 4,000 tons are to be
shipped from Point Samson to
Japan between late September
and the end of the year. These
shipments are for experimental
treatment in Japan; and following
those experiments, the buyers and
owners of the ore will decide
whether to install a leaching
plant at Whim Creek to produce
copper concentrates for ship-
ment or continue to ship crude
ore for treatment In Japan.

(2) If it is decided to ship copper
concentrates, they will be in con-
tainers, such as bags or drums,
and handled as general cargo.
Copper ore will be handled in
bulk similar to the way manga-
nese ore is handled at Port Hed-
land. The shipper will stockpile
the ore in bulk at a stacking site
to be selected. He will load this
ore into iron kibbles which will
be loaded on to rail trucks and
hauled to ships' sides and tipped
into vessels.

(3) Assuming that if the decision is
in favour of shipping copper con-
centrates and that the shipments
will be relatively small, it will be
stored in a special shed provided

135J

for that purpose or in rail trucks
under cover. A suitable space
has been selected in the goods
yard as a temporary stacking site
for the initial shipments of cop-
per ore to be made between Sep-
tember and the end of the year.
In the event of its being decided
to continue shipments of crude
ore, a permanent stacking site will
be selected.

(4) There is no indication of quanti-
ties of copper concentrates that
may be shipped. It is proposed
to ship up to 4,000 tons of ore in
shipments of 500 to 1,000 tons
between the end of September and
the end of the year. Beyond this,
no quantities are known.

(5) No dust problems are anticipated,
as concentrates will be shipped in
containers. No dust problems
are anticipated in connection with
the initial shipments of ore from
the temporary stacking site. if
it is decided to continue shipping
ore, every consideration will be
given to prevent inconvenience to
residents from dust when the per-
manent stacking site is selected.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

MARGARINE
Local Production

1. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:.

In view of his answers to question
No. 14 on the notice paper, will he
make representations to the Fed-
eral authorities to have the per-
missible quota of 800 tons of mar-
garine manufactured in this
State?

Mr. NALDER replied:
I think it would be wise for the
honourable member to place this
question on the notice paper so
that correct information can be
given. In a question of this
nature, correct detail is required.

DAM SITES NORTH OF PERTH
Survey

2. Mr. CRAIG asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Today's issue of The West MA-
tralian reports the Minister as
stating that-

Completion of the Serpentine
Dam before next winter would
not solve the State's water prob-
lins and that another new big-
ger damn will be required ready
for use within ten years. Sur-
Vey work on this project is al-
ready being done.

491



[ASSEMBLY.)

The question I desire to ask is--
(1) Has any assessment been

made of the potentials of
streams immediately north-
wards of the metropolitan
area that could be consid-
ered as suitable for new
dam sites-that is, those
existing in the Darling
Ranges bordering the Swan
Valley, and which include
Jane Brook, Ellen Brook,
Wooroloo Brook. and the
Brockmnan River?

(2) If so, what is the result of
that investigation?

(3) If no assessment has been
made, will the Minister in-
clude these streams in the
survey?

Mr. WILD replied:
I wish to thank the honourable
member for sending notice of this
question to my office. The reply
is as follows:-

(1) Of the streams listed, Woor-
oloo Brook only is being
gauged.

(2) Apart from the fact that
salinity could become crit-
ical in time, this stream has
a good potential. Dam sites
are available.

(3) The other streams are limi-
ted in capacity; but as op-
portunity offers, gauges will
be established wherever
possible as all these sources
of water. including Wooro-
loo Brook, could be of vital
importance in augmenting
supplies outside the metro-
politan area to the north
and east.

NORTH-WEST DEVELOPMENT

Commonwealth Allocation of Z1,000,000
3. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

the North-West:
In referring to the Commonwealth
Budget, this morning's issue of
The West Australian reported
that £1,000,000 had been alloc-
ated to the North-West. Can he
give any Information as to where
this allocation is to be spent?

Mr. COURT replied:
No; I cannot tell the honourable
member the exact nature of the
item. I noticed it myself, and am
making Inquiries to see whether it
refers to an item previously auth-
orised or to something new.

Mr. Graham: Pennies from heaven!

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Eighth flay

Debate resumed from the 16th August
on the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, to which Mr. Moir had
moved an amendment to add the follow-
ing words:-

We wish to Protest strongly against
the burdens of additional cost which
increased railway freights will soon
place upon those country people and
rural industries not able reasonably
to bear such burdens, and also against
increased railway fares in the metro-
politan area.

We deeply regret the breaking by
the Country Party Ministers of the
promise given by and on behalf of
the Country Party to the people of
the State during the last election
campaign, the promise being:

The Country Party will not agree
to any further increases in rail
freights, about 90 per cent, of which
are paid by country residents.

We regret also the breaking of the
assurance given at that time by the
present Premier to the effect that the
whole of the Liberal Party's policy
would be directed against rising costs,

and to which Mr. Watts (Deputy Pre-
mier) had moved a further amendment as
follows:-

Delete all words after the word
"wish" in the first line of the amend-
ment. with a view to substituting the
following words:-

to assure Your Excellency that this
House appreciates the reasons which
rendered it necessary for the Gov-
ernment to make a very moderate
increase in railway freights, such
increase being considerably less
than one-half that needed to com-
pensate for increased railway wages
and salary costs of approximately
£2,700,000; and also being essential
to prevent this State from being
further penalised through the
Grants Commission. And this
House further assures Your Excel-
lency that freight rates will be very
considerably lower than those in
the standard States after the ap-
proved increase has been made.

MR. WATTS (Stirling-Deputy Premier
-on amendment on the amendment)
[4.57]: 1 can see it is my obligation, first
of all, to submit reasons why the words In
the amendment moved by the member for
Boulder should be struck out. I propose
to endeavour to discharge that in the next
few minutes. The amendment, of course,
is full of protests, as will be apparent.
from reading it; and I do not propose to
take up time by doing so, save to point
out that it is my intention to establish.
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I trust, that these protests are no more
justified, as coming from our friends oppo-
site, than some other protests which they
have made with little or no substance in
years past.

Mr. W, Hegney: Including the proc-
lamation.

Mr. WATTS: The protest against the
burden of additional costs which increased
railway freights will place upon country
people and rural industries, is coming
from people who, in the past-as I hope
to show-did exactly the same thing, only
more heavily.

Mr. Graham: Not after promises.
Mr. WATTS: 'Where we have, perhaps,

used the slight whip, they have used the
cat-o'-nine-tails; and also after promises
-as the honiourable member, by interjec-
tion, puts me in mind-for I have perused
the same issue of The West Australian
newspaper as has been referred to mare
than once this session, dated the 23rd
January, 1953, wherein a whole page of
that journal is taken up with a report of
the speech made by the then Leader of
the Opposition-and at present, also,
Leader of the Opposition-in his election
speech on the 22nd January of that year.

I find, among other things, this state-
ment attributed to the honourable gentle-
man-

Labor would make an all-out effort
to prevent railway freights from rising
above their existing levels until land
settlement, consolidation, closer settle-
ment, and other factors allowed re-
duutiuns.

Normally, I would not worry myself to
draw attention to statements of that
nature; because while 1 might have offered
some mild criticism subsequently, when
some very substantial and, in my opinion
ill-arranged increases on railway freights
were made, nevertheless there could be at
that time-and there was--some apprecia-
tion of the reasons which actuated the
Government of the time in taking the step
it did. However, in all the circumstances
as they exist today. I feel justified in
again reminding the House that the state-
ment was made that "Labor would make
an all-out effort to prevent railway
freights from rising above their existing
levels"-those, of course, were the levels
existing at the time-"until land settle-
ment consolidation, closer settlement and
other factors allowed reductions". That
can only be taken to mean that the desire
and intention of the speaker at the time
was first to maintain the status quo and,
as soon as an opportunity offered, to effect
reductions. Actually, what happened?

Mr. Graham: Menzies inflation.
Mr. WATTS: That is an interesting

interjection. What happened was that
within '71 months of that date-namely,
on the 1st October, 1953-railway freights
were increased by an average of 33A per
cent.

During the debate last evening we heard
a great deal about the extreme burden
that will be placed on persons concerned
in country industries, particularly by an
increase in rates applicable to "M"-class
freights; yet I find, upon inquiry at the
R ailways Department, that the greatest
increase-which assisted in making up that
average of M3 per cent-was a 35 per
cent. increase in 'Miscellaneous" and "A"-
class freights-that is to say, "M"-class
and "A"-class freights-a 30 Per cent. in-
crease in "B" and "C"-class freights;, 25
per cent. increase in livestock; 20 per cent.
in 1st and 2nd class, and 20 per cent. in
parcels rates.

Therefore it is quite obvious, I think, in
those circumstances that the statement
made by the then Leader of the Opposi-
tion on the 22nd January, 1953, was so
far from being brought into effect that he
piled a very much heavier burden upon
those concerned in the use of the railways
than has been placed upon them at any
time before or since.

We will go a little further Into this in-
teresting extract from The West Australian,
because it is also reported that the honour-
able gentleman said that "every effort
would be made to reduce farmers'
costs." The West Australian, in a leading
article a, few days later, commented to the
effect that various Promises made by the
Leader of the Opposition would be diffi-
cult to carry out, but it undoubtedly had
some influence on the result of the election.

I have taken the trouble to look into a
few of the increases that were subsequently
made during the first term of the honour-
able gentleman after that election, which
had a considerable effect on farmers' costs.
I find that in answer to a question asked
by the member for Murray-Mansard 1958,
pages 501 and 502-when he was asked
what increases had been made in taxes and
charges since the election of 1953, the
Leader of the Opposition, then Premier of
the State, informed the House-

(a) That Lands Department survey
fees had been increased in Sep-
tember, 1954, by 33A per cent.

(b) That grade herd testing fees had
been increased by 50 per cent, on
the 1st August, 1955; cattle dip-
ping fees by 33A per cent.; and
spraying fees by 50 per cent, on
the same date.

(c) On the 14th September, 1953.
slaughtering fees at the Kalgoor-
lie Abattoirs Increased by 33J per
cent.

(d) From the 1st October, 1953, rail-
ways freights had been Increased
by an average of 331 per cent. The
country areas water supply rate
Increased by 15 per cent.; and the
irrigation rate of 11s. 3d. increased
to 22S. 6d., an increase of 100 per
cent., but two waterings were al-
lowed instead of one. The answer
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stated that the increase, therefore,
was approximately 7s. 6d. per acre,
or 60~ per cent. Drainage charges
were increased by approximately
25 Per Cent.

'Those are some of the increases which I
have extracted tram that list-

Mr. W. Hegney: What about marine
4dealers' licenses?

Mr. WATTS:- as being of interest in
the matter of reduction of farmers' casts.
or the reverse. There was a long list which,
in my opinion, had nothing to do with this
question, and I do not propose to :refer to
it.

On the same page of The West Austra-
lian of the 23rd January, 1953, the Leader
of the Opposition is reported as saying
that rail and tram fares would be pro-
gressively reduced to encourage more pat-
ronage. They certainly were not reduced.
Let us go on to see what happened. In the
answer to the question put by the member
for Murray, to which I have just referred,
the then Premier said that an increase
of 25 per cent. on tram fares, and 50 per
cent. on ferries had been made. There-
fore, in lieu of their being progressively
reduced-as indicated by the report to
which I have already referred-rail fares
were left untouched, as far as I can as-
certain, and tram and ferry fares were
increased by 25 and 50 per cent, respec-
tively.

We will look for a moment at the posi-
tion regarding actual tonnages in rail
freights that have been made, or are sup-
posed to be made on the 1st September,
1960. It is proposed to carry practically all
goods at commissioner's risk. Hitherto, of
course, either one paid a surcharge of 10
per cent, for the privilege of having them
carried at commissioner's risk; or, if they
-were lost or damaged in transit, one had
practically no remedy. Under the new
system, some goods will be carried cheaper
despite the increases in the scale of
charges.

Again, I mention most particularly the
heartrending references that were made
yesterday concerning the impact of what
is proposed for the people in country dis-
tricts. I intend to demonstrate to the
best of my ability that not only has very
careful consideration been given to that
problem in this very carefully arranged
proposal, but it has had, or will have, the
effect of affording some reductions to such
people in some very essential lines-lines
which are particularly necessary in regard
to production and particularly in respect
of long distances.

Mr. W. flegney: And the increase will
be £1,100,000.

Mr. WATTS: It would not be a bad Idea
if the honlourable member would allow me
-to pursue the line of discussion on which I

am engaged. If he is in a position to cotl
trovert subsequently, statements I at
going to make then he will be at lbert
to do so, I have no doubt. Under til
system as proposed, same goads would t
carried at a cheaper rate despite Increase
in scales of charges.

The first of these is agricultural maclh
inery. So tar from any increases apply
ing to this, the freight on this item wi
be reduced by 3J per cent. The sewon
item I wish to mention, as of particuls
interest and concern to agricultural pee
duction, concerns motor spirits, distillate
and kerasene. Not only does that appl
particularly to agricultural productiol
but also to manufacturing industries, sma
power stations, and the like, which woul
be affected by any increases. The charge
for the carriage of these particular lint
have been reduced, not increased.

.I obtained a memorandum this mornin
from the Commissioner of Railways
order to ascertain just exactly what th
effect of this reduction will be. It is pro
posed that the whole of the petroleum pe
ducts will be on a basis of "C" class minu
171 per cent. In private tank cars, an
"C" class minus 7J per cent. in depart
mental tank cars. This will represent
reduction, the memorandum says, of ap
proximately £147,000 per annum, if n
business is attracted back to the railwayi

However, it is anticipated that by a'
all-out drive in country districts a pro
portion of this amount will be recovere
through extra tonnage. So far as th
freight rates are concerned, there is,
very substantial reduction, representing a;
the calculated figures of the departmen
the substantial sum of money I have ins
mentioned. I might also say, by way o
clearing the point up-in case anybod
is interested-that steps are being take:
to ensure that this substantial saving wil
be passed on by the oil companies.

I will proceed to the next item. Tb
surcharge on goods and parcels despatcee
by railway road truck services servin,
farming districts, of 12s. 6d. a ton on good
and 6d., 9d., or Is. on Parcels, will be re
moved. This has been a matter wvhict
in regard to people who are served b,
those road truck serviccs-particulart
where there has been suspension of see
vices on railway lines-has caused a grea
deal of concern and, in some cases, re
sentment: and those charges are to bi
removed. It has already been indicatei
that in lieu of the general rise in respec
of "M"-class goods, a special rate ha
been struck for fertilisers, embodying ai
increase of only 10 per cent.

It Must also be recollected, in dealini
with this matter, as it undoubtedly ha
its effect on the costs that have been re
f erred to so often, that the Oovernmen
has restored the full subsidy on subsidisec

494



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.149

road services. Had the plan put into
operation by the previous Government
been allowed to continue, these subsidies
would by this time be less than half the
amounts now being paid. This is of great
value in many of the farming districts.
particularly those where rail services have
been suspended.

One effect of the reduction in freight on
motor fuel may be that primary producers.
taking advantage of the exemption allow-
ing them to carry necessary supplies for
farms on their own vehicles, will find that
the cost of such carriage will be a little
cheaper; and under the general exemp-
tion, issued by the Transport Board, that
has been in existence for a number of
years, livestock can be carried by road at
the present time as it has been for some
time past. So if it is the desire of the
primary producers to transport livestock,
because it is thought that freight rates are
excessive and they can do better by road-
though I do not think they will be able
to; but that is my private view only-they
will have the opportunity of saving what-
ever they can by taking advantage of the
general exemption.

Without going into further detail on
this subject, I think it will be apparent
that careful consideration has been given
to the prevention, in the major aspects,
of the imposition of increased costs on
primary producers. I have mentioned this
because so much reference was made to
it, particularly by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition last evening. I repeat that it did
not influence that, honourable gentleman
very greatly when he imposed the record
increase of 35 per cent. in 1953 on the
"M"-class items to which he more par-
ticularly, I think, referred.

With all his concern for the primary
producers, which he announced last night,
the Leader of the Opposition in 1053 made
no effort to effect any set-off; but now,
as I have said, such increases as there will
be in direct costs have, in many instances,
been set off by reductions in other direc-
tions under the proposals we are discuss-
ing.

I do not think the Opportunity should
be lost to indicate the lack of necessity
for this protest; and as another reason for
that lack, I should give certain figures to
show the position with what are known
as the standard States of New South
Wales, Victoria, and Queensland; because
even with the conditions that will be met
on the 1st September, the new scale of
charges in Western Australia will still be
many per cent. below those of the standard
States.

[The Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommelin)
took the Chair.]

Mr. Graham: That was true in 1953.

Mr. WATTS; It may have been; I have
not denied it. But it is still true, and
rather more true if the honourable mem-
ber will listen to the figures. For example-

150 Miles.
M Class-

40 Per cent. less than New South
Wales.

29 Per cent. less than Victoria,
18 per cent. less than Queensland-.

A Class-
12 Per cent. less than New South

Wales.
'7 per cent. less than Victoria.
The same as Queensland.

B Class-
23 per cent. less than New South

Wales.
10 per cent. less than Victoria.
26 per cent. less than Queensland.

Over 400 Miles.
M Class--

43 per cent, less than New South
Wales.

38 per cent. less than Victoria.
26 per cent, less than Queensland.

A Class-
25 per cent. less than New South

Wales.
30 per cent. less than Victoria.
18 per cent. less than Queensland.

Broadly speaking, similar percentages
apply in all the other classes.

I have, of course, preserved the remarks
that I made on the 27th February, 1953.
at Mt. Barker, and this is an extract from
those remarks-

We will not agree to any general
increase in rail freights, about 90 per
cent. of which are borne by country
residents. Losses must be reduced too
a minimum by efficient management.
economical working and good service.
Public confidence might be more
easily regained if all goods, except
dangerous goods were carried at
commissioner's risk. A small percent-
age increase in freight rates could
then be made.

That statement embodied the suggestion
that if the commissioner's risk was applied
to all freights, aL percentage increase could
be made in the charges imposed by the
Railways Department.

It will be apparent from what I have
said that the provisions in regard to the
commissioner's risk have been provided
for, and that the small percentage in-
creases that have been made, bearing in
mind the reductions in other directions to
which I have referred, indicate not the
allegations that were made last evening,
but quite the contrary.

The next itemn to which I 'wish to refer
is that pertaining to the position at Kal-
goorlie and other places situated at simi-
lar distances, say, from the metropolitan
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:area. In the memorandum that I re-
,ceived from the Commissioner of Railways,
I1 find this--

in the revision, the opportunity has
been taken to reclassify to first class
many of the grocery and hardware
items which previously were charge-
able at the higher second class rate of
freight, The second class rate be-
tween Perth and Kalgoorlie prior to
the increase was 281s. lid, per ton.
The first class rate after the 1st Sep-
tember will be 228s. per ton, and there-
fore the following items have been
reduced by 53s. lid, per ton even from
the present charge.

Those items are numerous and varied, and
I am going to read a few of them for the
benefit of the House. They include-

Cement baths
Bends, brass or copper
Cables
Chicory
Cisterns; cement, concrete or fibro-

asbestos
Cocoa
Coffee and coffee essence
Columns, cement
Cordage
Dyes
Essences
Fittings; brass, copper, iron alloy
Fittings; door and window
Grates and gratings
Grindery
Hardware
Hinges
Insulators
Locks
Matches
Medicines
Oil; medicinal and household
Pepper
Rope
Saws, circular
Spice
Taps
Grease traps
Troughs and troughing
Valves
Wax.

Examples of further reductions, Perth
to Kalgoorlie, are given. We find from
these examples that a number of items,
particularly those useful in the building
and other trades, such as architraves,
skirting boards, verandah posts, tools,
picks, shovels, spades, cement and con-
crete gutters, rope for mining, pitch,
plaster battens, asbestos, and perforated
tinplate have all been reduced substan-
tially, the reductions varying from 114s.
Ed. per ton to uls. 3d. per ton. The bulk
of the reductions are in the vicinity of an
intermediate amount between those two
figures.

These reductions, depending to a greater
or lesser extent on distance, will apply to
all rail transport over the varying dis-
tances that rail transport has to carry
goads. Obviously, therefore, so far from
ignoring the necessity for careful consid-
eration of some better grading of the
haulage charges with a view to improving
the situation, where it should be improved,
it will become quite apparent that the
greatest thought and consideration has
been given to this matter with a view to
ensuring that the burden shall fall least
heavily on those who can least afford to
manage it.

The question of the reasons for the
freight rises was also dealt with, to some
extent, by the Minister for Railways. It
is a fact that the 1959-1260 position of
the railways was improved by approxi-
mately £500,000 as a result of better man-
agement and because of economies being
imposed wherever practicable. In this
matter the Commissioner of Railways has
undoubtedly displayed great co-operation
and given careful thought to everything
that could be done to ensure such savings
as could be effected without disturbing un-
duly the employment position and the
availability of rail services where they
were legitimately required.

I would like to confirm a statement
made by the Minister for Railways last
evening that the State Electricity Com-
mission will incur no freight increase In
respect of coal transported by rail: nor
will the coal to be moved by rail to the
goldfields suffer any increase.

it was indicated in the course of the in-
terjections that took place during the de-
bate last night that consideration of this
matter, in the first instance, arose not as
suggested out of any pressure by any
party at all, but out of the cold hard facts
presented to us by the Under Treasurer
as a result not only of his knowledge, but
also of his personal contact-in fact he
made two special trips to the Eastern
States on this general subject-with the
members of the Grants Commission.

I am well aware, as the Leader of the
Opposition indicated last evening, that the
Grants Commission is not in a position to
say that we shall or shall not do this or
that. However, it is in a Position to Place
one in such a situation that one has to
give very careful thought as to whether or
not one should do this or that, particularly
when circumstances which are completely
outside one's control affect the issue: and
when, Prior to their taking place, one had
no indication that they were going to take
place. In saying this I refer, among other
things, to what is known as the 28 per cent.
marginal increase. One finds the commit-
ments of the Railways Department, not to
mention, in the same degree, the commit-
ments of almost every other Government
Department in the State, increased by
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terrific sums of money which were not
even thought of prior to the court's decis-
ion having been made.

However, we are dealing with the Rail-
ways Department and I will confine myself,
naturally, to that. As has been indicated,
there have been cumulative effects--the
last straw of which was the marginal In-
crease to which I have already referred-
which have imposed on the Railways Com-
mission in the last few years an increased
expenditure in that direction of approxi-
mately £2,750,000.

Therefore, with this last, and very sub-
stantial, increase-and ignoring the quar-
terly adjustment of the basic wage which
recently took place which, in itself, will
mean many additional thousands of
pounds expenditure to the Railway De-
partment--it became quite apparent that
unless the State was going to sacrifice a
large part of its opportunity to carry out
its normal functions for the development
of the State and the provision of essential
services and facilities, some consideration
would have to be given to this very vexed
question.

Mr. Graham: Who is governing this
country?

Mr. WATTS: The Government.
Mr. Graham: I thought it was the

Grants Commission.
Mr. WATTS: I have already told the

honourable member that the Goverrnent
has to take into consideration the situation
which arises from the determinations by
the Grants Commission. The deficit for
1958-59 was £l.685.000. It can be said. I
suggest, that the honourable gentleman
opposite was responsible for approximately
three-quarters of that. That is the year.
of course, with which the Grants Commis-
sion appears to be currently dealing, be-
cause it seems to be always la months in
arrears. Towards that deficit, as a result
of the recommendation of the Grants
Commission, the Commonwealth is contri-
buting only £609,000; so we will be left
with a net deficit to fund from loan
moneys, of £1,076,000. This is the infor-
mation I have received from the Under
Treasurer. I repeat that we should be left
with a net deficit, to fund from loan
moneys, of £1,076,000 unless, as was indi-
cated, his advice was taken.

The largest item which gave rise to the
need to use over £1,000,000 of loan moneys
for funding the net deficit for 1958-59, was
the low level of railway freight charges in
that year. The amount involved for 1958-
59 on account of low railway freight char-
ges was £600,000 and therefore loan funds
to this extent have to be used to finance
the operating losses of our railways. The
result, of course, is that loan moneys to
the extent of £600,000 are not available for
such capital works as water supplies,
schools, and hospitals; and we all know how
urgent Is the need to find additional
moneys for these purposes, because there

is always a Constant and continual demand
for money for these Works from many
Parts of the State.

Mr. Graham: What would the Grants
Commission think of your £53,000 gift to
the theatre proprietors?

Mr. WATTS: We certainly cannot
afford, -

Mr. Graham: I thought you would
ignore that one!

Mr. WATTS: - in the interests of the
State's development, to be short of loan
funds to the extent of £600,000 simply to
make good that portion of the railway de-
ficiency caused by a low level of charges.

The member for East Perth is just shift-
ing his round. Having found that one
foundation is not good enough to stand on
for very long, he is now trying to find an-
other. This morning I read a long speech
by the honourable member's leader made
on this very topic in 1955 which was al-
most similar-except for the figures-to
what I am saying now. It was directed to
this House, in order-in his opinion-that
members could gain a better appreciation
of the financial situation in which he
found himself.

Mr. Graham: We were not squander-
Ing it at the same time, though.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
inelin): The Minister's time has expired.

Extension o/ Time
MR. COURT: I move-

That the Minister's time be ex-
tended.

Motion put and passed.

Debate Resumed
Mr. WATTS: I have referred to £600,000

as the railway loss not recouped by grants
recommended by the Grants Commission.
However, this figure relates to 1958-59:
and because of increases in railway charges
in New South Wales and Victoria during
1959-60-and, incidentally, since this re-
port was written, in South Australia also
-our position will further deteriorate.

By the time the financial results for the
following year are analysed by the Grants
Commission, the unfavourable adjustment
for railway freight charges could be in
excess of £1,000,000 and this is a figure
the Government had to bear in mind in
considering what it had to do in this par-
ticular year. I think the position can best
be summarised in this way: Can the State
afford to use £1,000,000 or more of its
loan funds in order to keep railway charges
below the average of the non-claimant
States? I say that it cannot, unless we
are prepared to go short of water supplies,
schools, and other capital works, which
are so essential if this State is to con-
tinue developing. In fact, I very much
question, in all the circumstances of the
case, whether we are justified in doing
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nothing; and I finally came to the con-
elusion-which conclusion I still adhere to
-that we are not justified in doing it,
provided that the proposals we are put-
ting forward were carefully thought out
and reasonably considered which, I sub-
mit, has been done In both instances.

Mr. Graham: Where are you getting
all the millions for the Australian Paper
Mills?

Mr. WATTS: That project will not start
for two or three years, and there is no
commitment yet.

Mr. Graham;, Look what you left in
1953!

Mr. WATTrS: There are always two sides
to any case. I have a bullet to fire if the
honourable member has one. However, I
do not want to fire it because it would
have nothing to do with this subject. I
am convinced that we cannot afford to
take the drastic course of losing £1,000,000
from our loan funds, for we are already
short of our financial requirements and
we are faced with the position that we
have to make loan funds available from
things which we may have to cut by half
or even postpone for this financial year.

Mr. Graham: Too many hand-outs from
loan funds!

Mr. WATTS: There are precious little
loan funds being committed.

Mr. Graham: The Grants Commission
does not give you loan funds.

Mr. WATTS: I am not suggesting that
it does. But the Government has to use
its loan funds to pay its deficit, and the
deficit is greater if we cannot get relief
from the Grants Commission. We cannot
have it both ways-

Mr. Nalder: The member for East Perth
only wants money for the tennis courts
at the Perth Girls' school.

Mr. Graham: Too right!
Mr. WATTS: -although, as I said

earlier, we were most reluctant to increase
railway charges, but I do not consider
that any reasonably-minded person could
say that the steps taken were not proper,
taking into consideration all the circum-
stances of the case. I think I have estab-
lished two or three facts. One is that
election statements have been made by
those on both sides of the House; and,
because of inexorable circumstances, it
has not been Possible to Put them into
effect. I am not going to impugn the
leader of the Opposition as he tried to
impugn me in this matter. I am pre-
pared to concede that the Promises he
made were broken because he could not
help himself in the circumstances of the
case; and I say that the circumstances
are the same-if not worse-today.

Mr. Graham: But that was 18 months
ago.

Mr. WATTS: Yes; but it is 18 months
of increased costs and charges. As far
as Government expenditure is concerned,
the increased costs and charges have arisen
out of something over which the Gov-
ernment has no control. Fromn the point
of view of the result, so far as the persons
who receive the extra moneys are con-
cerned, I have no objection to raise what-
soever. I simply state as a fact that the
commitment is there, and it has to be met
by Her Majesty's Government. If one
carefully analyses the financial returns of
revenue and expenditure, there are very
few means whereby any substantial sav-
ings can be made, because such a very
great proportion of the amount involved
in the revenue and expenditure estimates
is devoted to wages, salaries, and those
items of expenditure which, directly or in-
directly, stem from them. Consequently,
as I have said, these promises were made
probably in good faith at the time.

In our case, we have endeavoured to
carry them out to the utmost degree pos-
sible. We have endeavoured so to formu-
late these proposals, as I have already
explained, that they have set off to some
extent or practically reduced any Increases.
particularly in respect of those persons who,
as the Leader of the Opposition has said
-and I entirely agree-are least able to
bear them.

On the other hand, the Leader of the
Opposition, when he was Premier-and
after he made the statement in 1953 to
which I have referred-did not make the
slightest attempt to set off any reductions
to increases. The increases were just a
flat 25 per cent. or 33A per cent. over-all,
which was very much worse: and, talking
about broken promises, from one side to
the other, it is just a case of the pot calling
the kettle black. I regard it as being
absolutely ridiculous and damnably silly.
That was why I moved to strike out from
the amendment all the words after the
word "which."

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

MR. TONKIN (Melville-on amend-
ment on the amendment) C5.45]: In view
of the very tight spot in which the Deputy
Premier and the Leader of the Country
Party finds himself, one would expect him
to call upon every device known to him
to endeavour to extricate himself from that
position. In all my experience I have not
known a man to get out from under in the
way in which the Deputy Premier has.

Mr. Watts: Except the member for Mel-
ville.

Mr. TONKIN: The honourable member
starts quite early in the piece to inter-
ject.

Mr. Watts: Well, I shall stop from now
on.

Mr. TONICIN: If he will recall, I did
not make a single utterance while he was
speaking.
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Mr. Watts: I do recall it.
Mr. TONKIN: I repeat-because this

matter has got the Deputy Premier on
the raw-that I have never known anyone
to get out from under In the way that
he did, after he had made a clear-cut
assurance. His assurance to the people was,
"We will not agree." This was an assur-
ance to the people of Western Australia
by the Leader of the Country Party when
he was seeking the support of the people
for the policy being extended to them.
His declaration was, "We will not agree."
Then he gave the reason why he would
not agree, and he said it was because in-
creased railway freights would be borne
by 90 per cent, of the farming community,
or the people in the country.

Not only did he give a straight-out as-
surance that his party would not agree to
increased railway freights-and this was
given without qualification-but he also
gave the reason why he would not agree.
It was, because he was supposed to repre-
sent the farming interests, that he con-
sidered increased railway freights would
press heavily upon the farming community.
He said 90 per cent, of the increase would
be borne by them: hence his undertaking
-not a half-promise or suggestion-that
'We will not agree."

I suggest that anyone was entitled to
regard that assurance and rely upon it
absolutely as a guarantee that if a coali-
tion Government was formed-that was
the only alternative to a Labor Govern-
ment in this State-the people could rely
upon the Country Party to ensure there
was no increase in railway freigliLs. One
cannot come to any other conclusion.

The Deputy Premier talked about the
inexorable circumstances which make it
imperative for one to go back on his
promise. What are the inexorable circum-
stances with regard to the distribution of
electoral seats? There is another promise
upon which he has gone back just as
easily.

Mr. Hawke: Even the Minister for Rail-
ways is dumbh on this matter.

Mr. TONKIN: Although he might have
some shadow of Justification-but I do not
admit it, because anyone who gives an
assurance that he will not agree has no
room for argument subsequently-to in-
crease freights in order to meet costs
which he did not contemplate at the time
he gave the promise, there are no inex-
orable circumstances with regard to the
redistribution of seats under the proclama-
tion. But he waved that assurance aside
just as easily.

He joined with the Minister for Rail-
ways in uttering words which are designed
to show that the Government has done
everything possible to reduce costs; and
because the Government cannot reduce
costs any further in the railways, it has
to impose increased railway freights. The

Minister for Railways said, "We have done
everything possible to reduce costs". It
is a wonder the words did not choke
him. The Railways Department shows
the greatest reluctance to produce articles
which can be produced in its workshops
at prices much below those which the de-
partment continues to pay outside. The
Minister had to admit in this House re-
cently that it took the Railways Depart-
ment four months to make three shafts
for pumps, requiring less than a total of
48 hours' work, and effecting a saving of
about £13 a shaft by producing the shafts
at the workshops instead of buying them.
The Railways Department regards this
matter as of such importance that it makes
only three in four months. The reason
given was that there was no urgency; but
when the department needs these shafts,
it has to pay £30 for one outside.

Mr. Court: You seem to be upset be-
cause these shafts are being made at the
workshops.

Mr. TONKIN: No. I am dealing with
the Minister's statement that everything
possible was done to save money.

Mr. Court: What you are talking about
is peanuts, compared with the cost of
running the railways.

Mr. TONKIN: Has the Minister ever
heard of the saying "Every mickle makes
a muckle" or, "Take care of the pennies
and the pounds will take care of them-
selves"? Apparently that is foreign to the
Railways Department.

Mr. Court: It is not.
Mr. TONKIN: Let us look at the posi-

tion of the cylinder heads. This question
was dealt with by me on the 2nd August,
when I asked the Minister for Railways
whether the Imported X-class cylinder
heads were satisfactory. He knows they
are not and his department knows they
are not; but this was the answer which
he gave-

Based on the use of diesel electric
locomotives in the Eastern States these
have not been completely satisfactory.

The Minister knows they are not at all
satisfactory.

Mr. Court: I know nothing of the sort.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister does. If he

does not, it is time he woke up; because I
know they are not satisfactory.

Mr. Court: Are you going to Pit Your
knowledge against the knowledge of the
engineers and the experts?

Mr. TONKIN: The experts know that
too.

Mr. Court: That was the answer they
gave.

Mr. TONKIN: The experts know that
too. I also asked this question-

What was the quantity and date
ordered of the most recent order
placed for X-class cylinder beads?
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The answer was-
24 ordered on the 3rd April, 1960,

and supplied on the 25th May, 1960.
1 further asked-

Has the department made X-class
cylinder heads at its works?

The Minister replied-
Yes.

I then asked-
If X-class cylinder heads have been

made by the department, are they
more satisfactory than those imported?

The Minister knows they are: but this was
the answer he gave-

Mr. Court: I know nothing of the sort.
You speak for yourself.

Mr. TONKIN: His answer was-
They have not been long enough in

service as yet for a true comparison
to be made.

Everyone in the workshops knows that the
ones produced there are more satisfactory.
I also asked-

How do they compare as to cost?
His answer was-

(a) Cost imported-9128.
(b) Cost at Midland-f 65 5s. 5d., but

this does not cover costs of
patterns and experimentation work
before final castings were pro-
duced.

Of course, that will not be a recurring ex-
pense if more of these cylinder heads are
made.

A sum which the Minister termed
"peanuts," but which is no less than £1,400,
was thrown away on that order. The
workshops could have made those cylinder
heads, but the Minister preferred to have
them ordered and to pay £1,400 unneces-
sarily for the luxury.

Mr. Court: The Minister for Railways
does not order spare parts.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister will no
doubt tell me now that he is not the
manager of the workshops.

Mr. Court: I am not the manager.
Heaven forbid that!

Mr. TONKIN: In view of those two illus-
trations--and I can give more-how can
any Minister on the opposite side get up
and claim that everything possible has
been done to reduce costs?

Mr. Court: We must have done a jolly
sight better than your Government did to
reduce the deficit.

Mr. TONKIN: Now we are off on an-
other tangent.

Mr. Court: Of course not. The honour-
able member cannot take it.

Mr. TONKIN: One of the Illustrations
which the Deputy Premier used, and which
I have not yet been able to fathom, was

that a subsidy on road transport helps a
person who is paying increased freights
through the railways. If one has to use
the railways and so pay increased freights,
one does not have the benefit of a sub-
sidy. One will benefit from the subsidy if
one does not use the railways. If a person
does not use the railways, the freight does
not matter. I must admit that illustration
was a bit too subtle for me.

The Deputy Premier had the temerity
to refer to increases which were made by

the Hawke Government as records.
Fortunately, I am in a Position to give a
few records now.

Mr. Hawke: Where is the Deputy Pre-
mier? Would somebody mind getting him?
He seems to have deserted his rank-and-
file members.

Mr. Court: No he hasn't!
Mr. Roberts: He is out receiving a tele-

phone call.
Mr, Hawke: What, 35 minutes to receive

a telephone call?
Mr. TONKIN: What I want to point out,

in order to get the basis correct, is that
from the year 1935 to the year 1953, Labor
Governments made two increases in rail-
way freights. In that same period, an
anti-Labor Government was in office for
six years. I took that period because 1953
was the year we made the increase, and
the one used by the Minister for Railways
and Deputy Premier to prove that we, on
this side, were not sincere in this matter.

Let us look at the history of railway
freight increases. I want members to keep
in mind that the present Deputy Premiex
was also the Deputy Premier in the Gov-
ernments to which I am referring-the
McLarty-Watts Government and the
Brand-Watts Government. So he has had
an equal share and responsibility in bring-
ing about all the increases imposed by
those Governments.

In 1935 the freight rate on superphos-
phate was 5s. 2d., and a Labor Government
was in office. There was no increase in
the freight until 1948. For 13 years under
a Labor Government. not a single increase
in railway freights took place, although
the basic wage had risen from £3 10s. 6d.
to £5 7s, 10d. During the whole of that
period of Labor Government, there was not
a single freight increase of any kind.

Sir Ross MeLarty: Despite rising railway
deficits all the time.

Mr. TONKIN: Now there is another
angle! Let us deal with one angle at a
time.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The one that suits
you!

Mr. TONKIN: In 1948 along came the
McLarty-Watts Government.

Mr. Hawke: What a Government!
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Mr. TONKIN: After all those years of
no increases under a Labor Government.
the Government under MeLarty and Watts
got to work so that super went up to
6s. 5d.; wheat went from 12s. 4d., to
15s. 5d.; other grains, from 14s. 5d. to
l8s.; hay and chaff, 16s. 9d. to 20s. id.;
timber, 23s. 16. to 27s. 9d.; fruit, 21s. 106.
to 26s. 6d.; livestock-sheep. £4 10s. 6d. to
£5 10s. lid.; and cattle £4 10s. 6d. to
£5 10s. ld. That was in 1948. In 1949
the Government decided to have another
go, and we find that this time super went
from 6ls. 5d. to 13s. 3d.; that is, 104 per
cent. increase.

Mr. Lewis: For what distance are you
quoting?

Mr. TONKIN: I am quoting for the aver-
age haul of commodities. The Deputy
Premier spoke of records. That is the first
record-104 per cent, on top of the rise
which had just been made! I will follow
super through wvhile I am on it. That was
the position in 1949. There was then a
year's respite; but, in 1951, up it went
again, from 13s. 3d. to 28s. lid.

Mr. Hawke: Wicked!
Mr. TONKIN: If we take the rate in

1935 at 5s. 26., and then take the rate in
1951 at 28s. ld., we find the increase is
475 per cent. Yet the Deputy Premier talks
about 33t, per cent, being a record.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Why did you find
it necessary to increase it in 1953, then?

Mr. TONKIN: Now we are going to take
another angle. We got beaten on that, so
we run for cover! To continue: The
picture with regard to super is the same
with regard to wheat, other grains, chaff
and hay, timber, fruit, and livestock. Let
us have a look at livestock in detail.

In 1935, the rate was £4 10s. 6d. for
cattle. The McLarty-Watts Government
came along in 1948 and the rate went to
£5 10s. ld. In 1949 it rose to £5 19s. 2d.-
that is an 8 per cent, increase in 12
months-and in 1951, it went to £ 7 s. 5d.
The increase from £5 10s. Ild, in 1948 to
£7 17s. 5d. in 1951, is 41 per cent. An in-
crease of 41 per cent. in those three years,
but 33 per cent, is supposed to be a record!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would have
thought that after the 1941 increase you
would not have found it necessary to put
it up in 1953.

Mr. Hawke: You are killing us!
Mr. Roberts: That is the argument the

member for Merredin-Yllgarn used.
Mr. TONKIN: No: it is not the argu-

ment I am using at all. I am dealing
with records.

Mr. O'Neil; You are dealing with two
increases at once.

Mr. W. Hegney: The same as the Min-
ister for Water Supplies is with the water
rates.

Mr. TONKINq: Surely if the Government
chooses to make three increases in three
years-

Mr. floss Hutchinson: There was no
necessity for you to have done so.

Mr. TONKIN: With three increases in
three Years, one is entitled to show what
the percentage is from Year to year. and
what the percentage is from the first year
to the third year.

Mr. O'Neil: Only if it suits you.
Mr. TONKIN: If the position is ex-

plained, who can be deluded except the
member for Canning? I think I should
quote a few more of these record increases
in order to put the position in its true
perspective. Let us deal with sheep, which
ought to be of interest to the member for
Avon Valley.

Mr. Hawke: He is seething underneath.
Mr. TONKIN: In 1948 there had been

an increase from £4 10s. 6d. to £5 10s. lid.,
and in 1949 it was increased from
£5 10s. ld, to £5 19s. 2d.- an 8 per cent.
increase in one year. In 1951 the rate was
increased to E8 17s. id. If we take the
rate as it was in 1948 and compare it
with the rate in 1951, we get an increase
of 60 pier cent. Sixty per cent. imposed
by the McLarty-Watts Government!

Mr. O'Neil: How does the rate percent-
age of 1948 compare with the 1953 in-
crease?

Mr. TONKIN: It would be much greater,
because the 1953 increase was an average
of 336 per cent.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Are those all based
on the average haul for each year?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are you sure of

that?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes; I am positive of it.
Mr. W, A. Manning: As the agricultural

area has expanded, so the average haul
would expand.

Mr. TONKIN: Unfortunately, I have not
now the departmental facilities available
to me, as have the Ministers, and I
cannot correct this in regard to altered
haulages: but I think it is a pretty fair
comparison to take what the freight rates
were for an average haul.

Mr. W. A. Manning: It would not be.
Mr. TONKIN: Why not?

paring the average haul in
average haul in 1951 and
suffering?

If I am corn-
1953 with the
1948, who is

Mr. W. A. Manning: The average haul
expands with the extension of the agri-
cultural area.

Mr. TONKIN: It is only a person who
wants to quibble who is going to object
to the comparisons which I am now mak-
ing with regard to these figures. It is a
very fair comparison, and it shows clearly



502 [ASSEMBLY.]

that the records which have been estab- Penalised by the Grants Commission for
lished with regard to the freight rates
have been established by the McLarty-
Watts Government and the Brand-Watts
Government.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think you have
successfully Proved that there should never
have been a 1953 increase.

Mr. Bickerton: It does not strengthen
your argument for the last one!

Mr. TONKIN: If the Chief Secretary
feels that he has something worth while
to say on this subject, so far as I know
he is free to stand up and say it.

Mr, May: He is not game.
Mr. Hawke: That would kill us.
Mr. floss Hutchinson: It might, too.

That would not be a pity, either.
Mr. TONKIN: The Deputy Premier

sought to strengthen his argument by re-
ferring to the fact that other States had
put their rates up, too. That might be
perfectly true; but does that not apply
to the increases which the Hawke Govern-
ment made in 1933? Therefore, as that
is a common factor, we can ignore it
altogether; because if we complain about
the Hawke Government having put up
freights in 1953, we cannot urge in justifi-
cation of their being put up now, that
other States have put them up, because
other States put them up when we did in
1953. And so I say that the position is
common to all the Governments; and, as
such, can be ignored so far as the argu-
ments are concerned.

Mr. IL W. Manning: What about the
land tax you put on us to save putting
up the rail freights?

Mr. TONKIN: I would not say too much
about that in regard to water rates.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TONKIN: It ill becomes the honour-
able member to mention rates when we
consider that pensioners have to pay an
increase of 90 per cent. I do not think
the Government has much grounds for
saying anything in regard to that matter,
in view of the undertaking given by the
Premier and his deputy and considering
the action which they took when they were
on the Opposition side. They were doing
their level best to deprive Western Aus-
tralia of revenue which it was then getting
and which, if we had continued to receive
it, would have been a very substantial im-
provement in regard to the financial posi-
tion of this State.

The Government goes out of its way to
incur expenditure which it could avoid.
The Deputy Premier spoke about the effect
on the Grants Commission. That did not
worry him when he wanted to extend spurs
to bus routes, despite the fact that the
expenditure on social service in Western
Australia is the highest in the Common-
wealth per head of population, and we are

it. That did not stop the Deputy Premier,
as Minister for Education, from further
increasing the expenditure on Western
Australia. thus widening the disparity and
so incurring a further penalty. Ahi no!
Because it is popular in the country to
Put spurs on bus services, he promised the
electors before the election that he would
do so. If he can do that without being
worried about the penalty from the Grants
Commission, he cannot subsequently argue
that it is the effect on the Grants Com-
mission which forces him to go back on
the undertaking he gave to his electors.

Take the expenditure which is being in-
curred thrcugh the Public Works Depart-
ment unnecessarily, and which could be
saved. I am thinking particularly of the
school at Katanning, the construction of
which has been delayed 12 months because
of an unsatisfactory contractor, who has
three contracts in hand at present. The
wvork is unsatisfactory, not being up to
standard; and he was fined in the court
the other day for something like £900 back
pay due to the workmen under him. He
had to make that up and was also fined
£150 by way of penalty. And yet he has
three jobs he is doing under this Gov-
ernment!

The Government goes out of its way to
spend money by engaging private archi-
tects when most of the work-if not all of
it-could be done by the architectural
branch of the Public Works Department.
I will take a lot of convincing that we
have to go outside and engage private
architects to erect a few additional school-
rooms. If they have not enough plans at
the Public Works Department already
which could be used after small modifica-
tion, I would be very, very surprised.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: The Government could
save money if it would refrain from engag-
ing private architects to prepare drawings
for buildings, and allow the Public Works
Department to do the job. The other
evening the Attorney-General interjected
when some reference was made to this
subject, and said that the architectural
branch, so far as he knew, was fully em-
ployed in designing schools. That could
be so; but owing to the policy of the Gov-
ernent in having so much work done by
contract, it now becomes necessary for the
architectural branch to prepare in much
greater detail plans and specifications for
buildings In order that tenders may be
called.

Members will recall that shortly after
this Government took office there was
some complaint about the inability of the
Public Works Department to call tenders
for work immediately, because plans and
specifications were not ready. Of course,
the explanation for that is that when the
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department is doing the work itself it
kcnows, from long experience, what has
been done, and the same detailed drawings
and preparation of specifications are not
necessary. Therefore the department is
able to prepare f or a far greater number
of buildings under those circumstances
than It is able to do when it is proposed to
call tenders for practically every job.

Mr. Court: Is that why the cost of the
University buildings was so much in excess
of the estimates?

Mr. TONKIN: That has nothing to do
-with the subject at all.

Mr. Court: Of course it has!1

Mr. TONKIN: in answer to the Minister
for Railways, I would say that it is a
strange thing, if the cost of the archi-
tectural branch doing its own buildings
is so great, that when it came to a matter
of St. Catherine's College at the University
the Public Works Department was asked
to do the work for nothing. The Public
Works Department designed that building,
but the Government lets its own work out
to private architects. If the department is
in a position to do work for nothing, and
especially for a building of the size of St.
Catherine's College, it is well able to do
its own work.

I am absolutely astonished at the figure
given for architects' fees for the Melville
High School-E24,188. The Government
spends that much in architects' fees for a
high school: yet it is so short of money
that it has to increase railway freights!
The Government also employed private
architects to do the drawings for adding
rooms to schools. I invite members to look
at the Votes and Proceedings for Tuesday,
the 2nd August, where the Minister for
Works said that private architects had
been engaged on additions to the Cleveland
Street Primary School, and additions to
the Attadale Primary School-and this
happens to be in my own electorate and
I have seen the Attadale school grow from
two prefabricated classrooms. Yet it has
been necessary to engage a private arch-
itect to add a few rooms. If that is not
throwing money away, I do not know what
is. The Government also employed a
private architect for additions to the
Boyup Brook Junior High School; addi tions
to the Moora Junior High School; and
additions to the Wundowie Priinay
School; and so on.

Just imagine an organisation of the
efficiency of the architectural branch of
the Public Works Department which, over
the years, and all through the period of
the McLarty-Watts Government and the
Rawke Government, had been able satis-
factorily to design public buildings, having
some of its work done by private archi-
tects! The Principal Architect got a
special award for designing a building at
the King Edward Memorial Hospital. I

was present the day the award was made
to him in recognition of his outstanding
architectural ability.

But the Government passes over all that,
and engages private architects to put a
room on a school; and then it comes here
and says that circumstances, inexorable
circumstances, force it to increase railway
freights because it is short of money. No
wonder it is short of money when it spends
£24,000 on private architects' fees for one
school! That money could have been
saved; but, instead, the farmers are to be
asked to make it up.

In his speech, the Minister for Railways
said there was no clamour about this, and
no protest about It, indicating that the
increase was so moderate that it was
accepted by the people. In the amendment
foreshadowed by the Deputy Premier he
used these words--

A very moderate increase in railway
freights.

Mr. J. Hegney: Most modest!
Mr. TONKIN: I have here a copy of

The Farmers' Weekdy. and the people who
have contributed to this should know what
they are talking about. The beading of
the article is "Rural Freight Rates Soar".

Mr. W. Hegney: I bet they are sore, too!
Mr. TONKIN: There is something wrong

if a moderate increase causes a farmer to
use the words, "Rates Soar". The word
"soar" must have a new use in the farm-
ing areas if it can be applied to a very
moderate increase. Further down, there is
a heading, "Severe Blow to Development".
According to the Minister for Railways all
these moderate increases are readily accep-
table, but they are regarded by the farmers
as a severe blow to development, What
does the leading article in this paper have
to say? It reads-

The long-awaited announcement of
increases in rail freights was made by
the Premier (Mr. Brand) on Monday
last. "Kite flying" by members of the
Government of the inevitability of
freight rises did little to condition
primary producers for the severity of
some of the increases and the heavy
burden they will impose on an already
overburdened rural economy.

That is what the farmers think about it.
Mr. J. Hegney: This amendment must

be conditioning them.

Mr. TONRI.N: Those are the very
moderate increases which every member
who votes for the amendment will approve
of. Do not lose sight of that fact! If
the Deputy Premier is successful in hav-
ing these words struck out and the other
words inserted, every member over there
who votes for it is giving his approval to
inereases in freight rates; and he is say-
ing that they are moderate. He is saying,
"These are very moderate increases", in

503
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view of the fact that the newspaper organ
of the farmers characterises them as being
severe.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member has another five minutes.

Mr. TONKIN: I ask you, Mr Speaker,
how these very moderate increases, which
the Deputy Premier is pleased to terra
them, can place a heavy burden on the
farmers, which are the words used. Who
is telling the truth about the situation?
Are they moderate increases, or will they
impose a heavy burden?

The Deputy Premier was at some pains
to show how considerable relief had been
given with regard to a number of rates;
so that in some cases, he said, actually
they would be paying less. I would re-
mind the Rouse of this: To the extent
that in some instances they are paying
less, in other instances they must be pay-
ing more: because the over-all increase is
supposed to be £1,100,000. If there is to
be no imposition of extra freight charges
on coal or oil, the increases must be higher
on some other commodities, because the
ultimate result is a total increase of
£1,100,000, according to the Minister's own
figures. So the greater the extent of the
relief mentioned in some directions, the
greater the burden to balance that amount
of relief which is given, and still leave a,
total increase of £1,100,000. Therefore that
line of argument cuts no ice with me.

I accept the viewpoint that the farmers
expressed in their newspaper-that these
Increases are severe and represent a heavy
burden for farmers to bear. I can just
imagine what they will think of members
who, by their votes, give their approval to
a statement that the increases are not
severe, but they are moderate increases
and they are justified. I hope the amend-
ment on the amendment will be defeated.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin-on
amendment on the amendment) [7.43]: 1
rise to support the amendment on the
amendment moved by the Deputy Premier;
and I am pleased to notice the sudden
concern of members on the other side for
the rural communities in this State. This
concern has not been displayed to such
a great degree in the past as It is being
displayed now.

Mr. J. Hegney:, They brought the water
to Narrogin.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think It is most
refreshing that this time they are showing
some real concern for these matters. I
notice that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, in order to substantiate his
arguments, wandered all over the place
from the railways to everything else that
he could think of, and forgot that the
subject with which we are dealing Is the
railways and the costs involved. I think
that is the matter we have to deal with
at this Particular time.

We might ask ourselves this question:
How did the Problem arise? Firstly, it
arose because of the great need to re-
habilitate the railways which, through
neglect over a number of years, and for
other reasons, are not doing the job they
should be doing. They were not catering
for the business that was there. These
things created a problem which must be
dealt with. It would seem that under
the present management some of these
factors are being dealt with-we hope it
may prove in a very satisfactory way.

The immediate factor that brought about
the freight increase was the 28 per cent.
marginal increase. I did not hear any
warcry from members on the other side
of the R-ouse during this debate, or at any
time, against the marginal increases that
were made. It cannot be denied, however,
that that was the factor which forced this
situation. If the costs are rising because
of marginal increases, surely they must be
met from somewhere!

This position has not arisen before. It
is all very well to talk about what has
happened in the past; but we do not forget
the increase effected by the then Govern-
ment in 1953, about which I have spoken
before. As much as we dislike the situa-
tion, it must be faced. There is no neces-
sity for members to tell me of the import-
ance of freights. I will not minimise the
problem of transport costs to any degree;
but we must face the situation. The
Leader of the Opposition tells us that the
mining companies could not possibly carry
any further increase in production costs.
But I think be will appreciate that one
cannot continue piling on costs, whether
it be on the mining industry or any other
industry-whether it be primary industry
or secondary industry-without something
bursting at some time or other.

Mr. Hawke: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion did not say that.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: My writing must
then be incorrect, because I had written
it down as he said it. I hope Hansard will
prove me right.

Mr. Hawke: I said "some of the mining
companies."

Mr. W_ A. MANNING: We have the
position before us as to how the primary
producer can cover the situation when he
is faced by rising costs all the time. He
can face it firstly by longer working hours,
or by greater investment in time-saving
machinery, all of which adds to his costs.
He can make up for the situation by the
scientific application of agricultural know-
ledge-which he has been doing over a
number of years; and, as a result of which,
the output per acre in this country has
increased exceedingly rapidly. Hie could
also meet the situation by taking the
advice of the agricultural advisers
throughout the country; or by agricultural
education in the use of this land.
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Some of these things were neglected by
members opposite when they had the
power, and were in the position to give
them to US. AS I said before, these
possibilities are limited, because they have
been explored to a great extent-in fact
to the full degree-to meet the falling
price of export products. There is one
thing we might contemplate, however; and
that is how much worse the situation might
have been under another Government
which was not interested in developing the
rural areas. As it is, the matter has been
dealt with in a thorough manner. It has
not been dealt with by merely getting the
rate book out and saying, "We will increase
this and increase that;" but the whole
position has been studied to a fine degree
to enable the railways to be built up on a
basis that will meet competition and induce
business.

These are some of the things that have
been done to encourage the use of the rail-
ways: Firstly, we find that goods will be
carried at the commissioner's risk with a
10 per cent, impost. That is fair enough.
if the goods are damaged in transit by the
railways, the risks should be theirs. As
I say, that has been done; but it was not
granted previously. Secondly, there has
been a simplification of classification in
the rate book to enable a greater variety of
goods to be included in one consignment.
This gives reduced freights on larger con-
signmnents. Insead of placing the freights
on several different articles, they are com-
bined under one heading, and the total
weight is the amount on which the freight
is charged.

Mr. W. Hegney: And the total increase
will be £1,100,000.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Whatever Increase
has had to be made has been worked out
on a scientific basis because of the needs
of the moment.

Mr. Bickerton: What was the name of
the scientist?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is also
another saving in the railway System-
namely, the grouping of rates--so that
instead of the charge being made for every
mile travelled, it is grouped for over five
miles. This has not been done haphazardly.
When one is forced into a situation like
this, something must be done; and it must
be done so that it will bring the least
amount of harm to the community.

The third major point Is the reduction
of the rate on fuel in tankers. This rate
has been considerably reduced, so that
the bulk fuel will be taken in tankers to
country depots, where it can be Put into
drums and picked up and taken to its
destination. This Is a distinct improve-
ment from the freight angle, and it places
the distribution in the country centres
where the fuel can be picked up by the
farmers in their trucks or by the people

who are interested in it. I have checked
the list; and I find that, although there
have been increases in many items, there
has been a reduction in '75 items. This
has been done by reclassification.

Mr. W. Regney: How many increases
have there been?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: So members will
see that what has been done has been done
exceedingly carefully.

Mr. Curran: Exceedingly well.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Exactly!I If one
does a job well, one must put up with some
of the consequences that are forced on one.
I have already mentioned the conditions
that have been forced on us at this time.
We are not afraid to face the situation,
because it simply must be faced; and when
we do so, we face it in the best possible
way.

Mention has been made of the activities
of the Grants Commission. It has been
said that the Grants Commission does not
dictate policy. But in arriving at its con-
clusions, the Grants Commission takes
into consideration the comparative freight
rates in the different States. Maybe this
is fair enough; because we cannot expect
a disabilities grant to which the other
States contribute, when our freight rates
are lower than theirs. We must appreciate
their position. The Grants Commission
takes all this into consideration.

If the freight rates are not increased.
the cost to us this Year by loss from the
Grants Commission will be approximately
£1,000,000. This would have been inevit-
able if the freights had not been increased.
Surely someone must face up to this situa-
tion! What would members opposite have
done? Would they have sacrificed the
grant of £1,000,000 from the Grants Com-
mission? If they had done so, it would
have been a loss to the whole State; every-
body would have lost. We simply cannot
afford to lose £1.000.000 that would be ours
because of the adjustment of freight rates.

So. on this side of the Howse, we feel
that when there is a problem like this to
be faced, together with the consideration
of the loss of £1,000,000 from the Grants
Commission, something must be done about
it. To have taken no notice of it would
have been a complete neglect of duty by
the Government-by any party on which-
ever side of the House it happened to be
sitting. Which Government of this State
could sacrifice £1,000,000 which would have
been taken from this State had freights
not been increased?

Mr. Nulsen: It would not be sacrificing
£1,000,000.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have much
pleasure in supporting the amendment
moved by the Deputy Premier, and also
the remarks made by him.
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MR. HALL (Albany-on amendment on
the amendment) [7.55): Firstly, I think we
should have a look at the original amend-
ment before we see what the Deputy Pre-
ier is endeavouring to do. It reads as

follows:-
We wish to protest strongly against

the burdens of additional cost which
increased railway freights will soon
place upon those country people and
rural industries not able reasonably
to bear Such burdens, and also against
increased railway fares in the metro-
politan area.

Most of this is aimed at the general
populace in the metropolitan area. The
extra burden will be placed on the workers
of the State in the centralised areas. The
freight rise will have a damaging effect
on the decentralised workers as well. The
amendment continues-

We deeply regret the breaking by
the Country Party Ministers of the
promise given by and on behalf of
the Country Party to the people of
the State during the last election
campaign, the promise being:

The Country Party will not
agree to any further increases in
rail freights, about 90 per cent.
of which are paid by country
residents.

We regret also the breaking of the
assurance given at that time by the
present Premier to the effect that the
whole of the Liberal Party's Policy
would be directed against rising costs.

I do not think we need to make any
check except to ask the people how many
of them object to the increase in water
rates. one man said that his rates had
gone up 90 Per cent. So I do not think
the Liberal Party can take any credit, or
kudos, for any efforts on its part to arrest
the spiralling rise of costs, and the in-
creasing trend towards inflation.

The other evening the member for Nar-
rogin endeavoured to say how much I re-
quired for the area I represent. He tent
on to elaborate, and say how much progress
had taken place, and how much of this
was due to private enterprise. He forgot,
however, to check his facts. I would like
to refer him to the one industry he men-
tioned; one which he is endeavouring to
cripple: the Albany Woollen mills. Had
it not been for the Labor Government
arranging a sum of £30,000 when this in-
dustry was in the "blue," and when it
closed for a period of six weeks; had it
not been for that Government's action
in the matter of debentures, the woollen
mills would have been in a serious position.

The SPEARER: Is the honourable mem-
ber relating these remarks to the amend-
ment?

Mr. HALL: Yes, Mr. Speaker; I am
proving that the member for Narrogin was
endeavouring to cripple these industries by

Supporting the increase in freights, when
be spoke on their behalf the other evening.
In one breath he mentioned how these in-
dustries have been assisting the State;
and now he is talking about the increase
of freights having a damaging effect on
the same industries which are dceni-
tralised.

I do not believe the Deputy Premier has
Put up a case at all. The country people
would be expecting a decrease in freights
from the promises that were made. The
burden of these increased freights, as I
said before, must fall upon the primary
industries and those employed in them.
When freights are added to the expected
cost of an article, we find they generally
work on the maximum. I have been
through the lists, and I will read a few
of these articles later. We find, however,
that when they are split into portions of
pence or shillings which will be added to
the burden of the cost of the commodity-
whether it be machinery or a packet of
weeties over the counter-they always work
on the maximum charge.

I defy any member here to tell me that
the actual freight will be the actual load-
ing on the article. If it splits into pence,
I defy anybody to say that they will work
on the minimum. They will work on the
maximum charge. If it is Id. it will be
made lid.; if it is id. it will be
made Id. It has already been proved that
when articles are purchased from the re-
tailers, the burden is placed on the general
consumer. The retailers find it hard to
unload these freights and get down to the
splitting of the hairs of the pence and
the pounds.

There is no doubt that dearer living costs
will mean an addition to the basic wage.
I refer to an article which was taken from
a publication of Thre West Australian in
November, 1959, which is headed, "Dearer
Living Adds 2s. lid, to Basic Wage". We
have recently seen a similar incident occur.
If we go through the items, we will see
freight increases ranging from 5 per cent.
to 20 per cent. from the 1st October, 1953.
Livestock rates will be increased by 12i
per cent.; parcel rates by 5 per cent.: and
metropolitan train fares, which have not
been altered since last September, will be
increased by an average of 121 per cent.
No-one in this Chamber can deny that the
12* per cent. will be a burden on the
general community.

We find that taxi fares may rise, and
water rates are going up. In addition to
all this, rail freights are to rise. For a
Scwt. consignment of butter and cheese to
be carried 150 miles a typical instance is
1/18th of a penny: for breakfast foods the
increase is 1/24th of a penny: for flour, it
is 1/30th of a penny: for fruit and vege-
tables, 1/18th of a penny; and for sugar
it Is 1/30th of a penny. Clothing is an-
other item. Again, this hits the workers.
They will'have to pay an additional price
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for clothing. There is no doubt that
people with large families will have the
greatest cost to bear. No-one here can
refute that; it is too obvious.

Going further, I should think that the
effect of these rising costs must worry
the Chambers of Commerce, and similar
organisations, because they have been
getting their supplies from the metropoli-
tan area. One member mentioned this
evening that the increased freights would
not have much effect on industries in the
metropolitan area. I do not agree with
him, because there will be a resistance on
the part of many people in country towns
to buy from the metropolitan area. In my
case, it might be an advantage to have
the commodities shipped from Adelaide to
the port of Albany. Very likely the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie will agree with me that
that would be the position in regard to
Kalgoorlie. There is no doubt that this
would have a damaging effect on the in-
dustries we are trying to establish in this
State. Big firms from the other States
will flood Western Australia with their
commodities, and that will have a damag-
ing effect on our factories. They will not
be able to compete.

The commodities produced by the
woollen mills will have to bear added
freight and that will be loaded on to the
consumer. That will apply to practically
every commodity that is produced in this
State; and it is a problem which will have
to be faced. It is a gigantic problem, and
one which the Government must examine.
I know that Country Plarty members must
look upon these increased freights with
some reluctance, but they have to bow to
the wishes of the greater number.

The West Australian of the 14th October,
1959, contains a graph which shows that
freight on all imports into Australia rose
from £87,000,000 in the year ended June,
1955, to £113,000,000 in 1958-59. The value
of imports fell from £847,000,000 to
£794,000,000 because of rising prices; and
physical volume of imports fell by an even
greater amount. Because of this, an
authority has been set up to investigate
the problem of rising freights.

Freight charges are one of the biggest
drags on Australia's overseas earnings. I
would say that that applies in practically
every detail to the amendment now before
the House. It cannot be denied that
freight increases will be a drag on the
pockets of everyone in this State and a
drag on our industries. As I stated pre-
viously, the products from the meatworks
have to be exported overseas. Many of
the commodities have to come from
different areas, and freights will be added
to their cost. In Albany, we have a
factory which is making cement tiles.

Mr. Nalder: All the stock that go to
the meatworks in Albany travel by road.

Mr. HALL: That may be so; but many
other commodities do not. They have to

[36]

be railed. The cement tile factory, of
which I just spoke, is in competition with
tile factories in the metropolitan area.
That factory will immediately be faced
with an extra burden because of freight
increases. The brickworks in Albany export
by rail because where the railway line is
running parallel with the road the rail-
Ways have to be used. Therefore, those
works will be faced with an added burden.

Land development will be dearer as
agricultural equipment will have to carry
the load of the freight increase, and
machinery parts for bulldozers etc. will
cost more, particularly as these com-
modities are, in most cases, delivered by
rail. This will add to the cost of clearing
agricultural land. As I said before, on
one bottle of beer we have to pay about
7Id. in freight. The most surprising thing
about this is that one can get six glasses
of beer out of one bottle for a cost of
4s., yet one has to pay 6s. for the same
amount of beer when it is on draught.
There does not seem to be any balance
in freights there.

Mr. Rowberry: Drink in the House bar.
Mr. HALL: Yarns from the Fremantle

Spinning Mills have often to be railed to
Albany. That was so when the mill here
was having a, bad time and this procedure
was necessary to assist the mill. In many
cases the article has to be railed back to
the metropolitan area and it must bear a
double freight load. It costs a lot today
to have work done in garages as the fees
are very high. But any additional in-
crease in Tail freight-s on parts for motor
vehicles will add a tremendous amount to
the cost of repairs. This will militate
against the ordinary consumer who, in
many cases, is purchasing his car on hirc
purchase. He is in a different position
from the person who has plenty of finance
with which to buy a motor car. Shoes,
leather goods and rubber goods of all types
will bear additional costs if they arc de-
livered by rail.

The amendment moved by the member
for Boulder is right and just-it is in the
interests of the people of the State. I
reiterate that the loading on goods to offset
the rise in freights and fares will not be,
perhaps, as honest as it may appear on
the surface. When these extra costs are
loaded on to goods, it will represent a
double burden to the consumer.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn-on
amendment on the amendment) [8.111: 1
propose to speak to the amendment and I
would like to say at the outset that I was
not very impressed-I am sure not many in
the House were-with the efforts of the
Minister for Railways and the Attorney-
General, much less those of the member
for Narrogin who, of course, tried to justify
the attitude of the Government in connec-
tion with this latest imposition on the
people.
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The Attorney-General set out to try to
convince this House-I consider his effort
was an abject failure-that he, on behalf
of the Country Party, did not make any
definite promise to the people in this State
in connection with railway freights.
Earlier this session he made a feeble
attempt to justify his attitude on behalf
of the Governiment in connection with the
issuance of a proclamation under the
Electoral Districts Act.

Here we have promises which could not
have been given any serious thought, inl
view of what has happened since this
session of Parliament was opened. It is
Quite patent that the people of Western
Australia got the very definite impression
that it was Country Party policy not to
increase railway freights. From the state-
ments made by prominent members of the
Liberal Party, one could take it with a
certain amount of seriousness that railway
fares would not be increased.

We have often heard the verbose Minis-
ter for Railways say that due to the effi-
cient and sound management of the rail-
ways since this Government took office,
the railways have been able to show
favourable results; but where does it get
us? It gets us to the point where the
Minister for Railways and the Attorney-
General try very hard to justify the in-
crease in railway freights. They tried to
cover up by explaining that certain con-
cessions would be granted to the people.

But what is the final result? Whichever
way one looks at the position, so far as
railway freights are concerned, it will be
an imposition of many pounds on the
farming community and people living in
the country. The member for Narrogin
-says there are 75 concessions. I will give
an example of the type of concession this
magnanimous Government is extending to
the people of Western Australia. I will
qruote from The West Australian of Tues-
day, the 9th August under the heading
"Rail Freight And Fares Go Up." It reads
as follows:-

The general rise in freights had been
incorporated in revised and simplified
schedules which would speed the docu-
mentary work of the railways and its
customers and reduce the charges on
some commodities.

Here are some typical examples. For a
150-mile haul freight charges on general
hardware would fall by 42s. 5d. a ton; on
matches, 2s. 2d. a cwt.; and on essences
and spices, a farthing a pound.

Mr. Jamieson: How much an hour?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The member for
Beeloo can work it out himself. I give
these instances to show how absurd the
position can become.

How hypocritical the Government is in
trying to convince the people of this State
that great concessions are being extended
to them! Here we have another item
headed '£10,000 Cost"-

To aid agriculture and decentralisa-
tion-

And that is a word that has been worked
overtime since the Government came into
office-

-rates for motor spirits, distillsates
and kerosene had been reduced at a
cost to the railways of £10,000 a year.

Let me reiterate that the people of this
State will know they are going to be
charged another £1,100,000 at least, as a
consequence of the Government's policy.

Mr. Hawke: That is the point.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Before I1 leave the
question of railway freights, I would like
to deal with a matter that has already
been referred to in this Chamber. The
importance of the position is such that I
suggest a little duplication or reiteration is
justified.

r will not delay members by reading all
of the article in The Farmers' Weekly of
the 11th August, 1960. Suffice to say that
the president of the Farmers' 'Union of
Western Australia-and this is the official
organ of the Farmners' Union which has a
very substantial membership-wrote as
follows:-

There is the aspect also that West-
ern Australia's prosperity depends en-
tirely on the prosperity of its primary
industry and if restriction is placed
upon farmers' activities, the whole
State must suffer.

That is obvious. The article continues-
The increases were high and in ap-

plication would be felt twice by
farmers-by adding to the cost of
transporting their production away
from the farm and by bringing essen-
tial goods to it.

A jump of 20 per cent. on wheat
was much too big an increase and
rises of 7-A- per cent. and 121 per cent.
for wool and livestock respectively
were out of proportion for products
already paying fairly high freight
rates.

W~e have in the leading article of the same
issue the following report:-

Comparisons made by the Premier
of the new rail charges with those
levied for railway services in other
States will prove poor consolation to
industry providing 90 per cent, of the
State's export trade on markets be-
coming constantly more competitive
and where buyers, with plentifully
supplied markets, are untroubled by
internal production costs.
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These are remarks made by a responsible
representative of the Farmers' Union. The
article goes on-

Disastrous as increased rail freights
may be, they are generally recognised
as the effect of the inflationary whirl-
wind sweeping the nation. This sub-
ject has engaged the serious consid-
eration of farmers' organisations at
State and Federal levels. Combined
and repeated representations to
authority capable of taking action to
bring it under some measure of effec-
tive control have fallen on ears that
will not hear. Whilst expediency con-
tinues--

I heard that word a few times the other
day-

as an anaemic and sickening substi-
tute for statesmanship, the commun-
ity is left to grapple with the grim
consequences, the latest so far as
Western Australia is concerned being
this rise in rail charges.

We can see from those remarks that
the Government's professed concern for
the implementation of its policy of decen-
tralisation has been absolutely nullified by
this latest imposition on the people of
Western Australia. Will any member of
the Country' Party say that this policy is
going to extend and implement the policy
of the Government in regard to decentral-
isation? Of course it is not! As the mem-
ber for Albany-and other members-
said, the tendency will be to make the
metropolis more populous and the coun-
try less populous. That will be the effect
of it.

Let me deal with another aspect of this
-a most serious one. The people in the
metropolitan area will have imposed on
them additional train fares-in the met-
ropolis of up to 4d. a single journey. There
was an increase in railway fares some
time ago, and this is another imposition.
Transport fares are taken into account, as
no doubt railway freights will be, when
the basic wage is being determined by the
Arbitration Court. It is quite obvious that
numerous commodities have been in-
creased in price since this Government
came into office-and I would mention
bread. Whenever I think of the minister
for Labour, I think of bread, for he allowed
two increases in the price of bread with-
out invoking the authority to see whether
the increases were justified.

Mr. Perkins: The cheapest price in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. W. REGNEY: The prices of a host
of commodities have been increased, and
these are helping to increase the basic
wage. That is quite obvious; and this
latest imposition on the people, when it
starts, will be another one. I am only
going to make a passing reference to my
next point because there will be another
opportunity of dealing with it. I refer to

an increase in water rates; and to the in-
crease last year in the land tax. This
is all having an eff ect on the economy.
I have no doubt that as a result of this
Government's attitude there will be a fur-
ther increase in the basic wage and the
problem that is confronting the Govern-
ment today will continue to confront it.

Let mue deal with the Grants Commis-
sion. Efforts have been made by members
of the Government to use the commission
as justification for their increasing the
railway freights. As MY Deputy Leader
has pointed out, the Attorney -General did
not worry about that when he was in-
creasing educational expenses in certain
directions, or when the Government was
handing out about £40,000 to private archi-
tects; nor when giving £20 a week to
cinema proprietors.

I suggest that the railways of Western
Australia-and there used to be about
4.000 miles of railway in this State-with
the present mileage and the present
circumnstances which will operate in this
country for years, cannot be expected to
Pay. They are not a trading concern but
a public utility and have bean recagnised
as such for years; and the Government is
using this means of trying to get extra
revenue from them. The Premier' is mak-
ing statements one day, and the Minister
for Railways is Making statements another
to the effect that the Government is going
to off er £ 300,0 00 for so many ye ars to paper
mills; that the Premier is going to spend
so much on building the East-West Road.
One could go on ad infinit umn djscussjng
what the Government is going to do. It
is taking the line of least resistance, and
increasing rail freights and fares.

I have no doubt that the Government
may have given quite an amount of con-
sideration to the matter, but r am satis-
fied of this in my own mind-although the
member for Narrogin has made his con-
tribution to support his Leader-that the
Country Party, as a section of the Gov-
ernment, has been dominated by the Lib-
eral Party, and that in the first instance
the Ministers from the Country Party in
the coalition Government have been con-
vinced against their will in regard to this
imposition; and they, in turn, have set
out to convince the private members of
the Country Party for the purpose of try-
ing to justify themselves before the people
of this State.

I do not believe that the People of West-
ern Australia will swallow that. Which-
ever way we look at it, it does not matter
what arguments the members of the Gov-
ernment Put UP in regard to concessions
and reductions in certain directions, the
sum total is that as a result of the Gov-
ernment's policy they increase by means
of legislation the land tax on the metro-
politan People to the extent of £210,000
per year; they increase motor vehicle
license fees; and they increase taxes in
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other directions;, and now the Government
is imposing on the farming community
and people generally in this State, a fur-
ther burden of at least £1,100,000. It does
not matter how the Government tries to
confuse the people of this State: it cannot
be gainsaid there will be not less than
£1,100,000 imposed on the people during
the next 12 months starting from the 1st
September.

I therefore oppose the amendment on
the amendment set out by the Deputy
Premier. I am opposing what the Deputy
Premier seeks to delete, I believe that if
the amendment is carried, an appropriate
addendum to the verbose Address-in-Reply
will be submitted in due course to His Ex-
cellency the Governor which will give him
an indication of what the people of this
State are thinking.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton-on amend-
mnent on the amendment) [8.26]: 1 rise
to oppose the amendment moved by the
Attorney-General to delete certain words
from the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Boulder.

Having listened to the Minister for Rail-
ways and the Attorney-General and the
effrontery of both of them in saying they
have softened the blow to the people, and
that the amount of indirect taxation was
light-including the raising of railway
freights and fares in the metropolitan
area-we find that this increase will bring
in £1,100,000 to the Government's revenue.
I fail to see where that is any saving at
all. To my mind it is very, very harsh.
We also find from the Minister's statement
that even with that £1,100,000 the railways
will still be £4,000,000 in the red at the
end of the year.

We have the Minister continually get-
ting up in his Place and airily telling us,
and telling us also through the Press, what
aL wonderful job he is making of the rail-
ways and what the Government is doing
in this State. All I can say is that if this
wonderful job continues it will not be
long before the State is bankrupt.

We find, on having a brief look at the
increases in freights, that wheat haulage
is increased by 21d. a bushel], and super-
phosphate is increased by 10 per cent.;
and anybody who knows our rural areas
at all knows the importance of superphos-
phate in every phase of our agricultural
life. Without it, we as a primary produc-
ing State, would be absolutely useless; and
I feel that to put this burden on the pro-
ducers, particularly those people who are
trying to farm light land, is small credit to
the Government. Freight on livestock has
gone up by 124 per cent. We know what
is going to happen there-perhaps not so
much with wheat, but certainly with live-
stock and superphosphate: We are going
to have more road haulage. As I said last
week, it seems to me that it is a deliberate

action on the part of the Government to
drive from the railways the freights that
are rightly theirs.

I suppose the greatest concern to the
members on this side of the House who
represent large country towns, or towns
of any size, is the increased cost that Will
be placed upon the workers and the house-
wives. Already we complain of the high
cost of living in the towns far distant from
the metropolitan area. That is borne out
by the figures supplied by the Government
Statistician. If the Government thinks
that by an increase in the freight on food-
stuffs it will lessen the blow to the workers
and the primary producers in these areas,
I am afraid it will have another think
coming.

I was also struck-I certainly was not
impressed-by the airy manner in which
both the Minister for Railways and the
Minister for Education claimed there was
no outcry in the country districts about
the increases.

I have a letter from one of the parents
and citizens' associations in my district.
The subject matter of the letter is the
increase in rail freights. The letter, which
is dated the 10th August, 1950, states--

The members of the above associa-
tion are greatly concerned about the
recent rise in railway freight charges,
and have asked me to write to you to
make a protest on their behalf as they
feel it is to the detriment of Gerald-
ton. and will impede progress and in-
dustry which will affect our children
in years to come. We feel that our
children Will be unable to find employ-
ment in Geraldton, and have to go to
Perth to make their way in life. As
parents we are perturbed at these
extra charges as costs are overwhelm-
ing here now.

So we would like you to protest that
Geraldton is not getting enough con-
sideration from the Government.

I hope the Ministers concerned will take
some notice of the letter becauke I can
assure them it expresses the feeling in the
country generally. Prior to the election,
the people heard the promises made by
the Country Party members who claimed
there would be no increase in freights
except over their dead bodies. It will be
interesting to hear what the Minister for
Transport will have to say in respect of
the Government's action; because when
the Hawke Government was in office, I
heard him declaiming at the way the
primary producers were being oppressed.
He always had a bad word to say in respect
of the workers of this country. But up
to date I have not heard him say anything
on the amendment before us; and I appeal
to him and other members of the Country
Party to remember that they have a policy.

It Is freely said that at the present time
the Country Party members, particularly
the Ministers, prefer portfolios to policies.
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Those words are going around the country
areas, and I think the amendment moved
by the member for Boulder bears that out.

My area will be greatly aff ected by the
increased freights, because we had hopes,
as the result of letters received by various
local authorities from the Minister fox
Industrial Development, that new indus-
tries would commence in different centres.
But I think the increase in freights will
strike a death-blow to the establishment
of new industries.

Z would like to know what the people in
the Murchison are thinking. They are
far removed from the metropolitan area,
and even from Geraldton. To know how
they will exist, with the increased freight
charges, is beyond me. The people in the
metropolitan area, and perhaps those in
the south-west, do not know the difficul-
ties experienced by the People in the
Murchison.

The Government can rest assured that
it has not heard the last of this matter.
We have been told not once, but several
times, about the £2,500,000 that will be
more or less loaned at a low rate of interest
to the Australian paper manufacturing
company, We have also been told of the
£5,000,000 to be spent on the East-West
Road for the benefit of tourists and holiday
makers. Far be it from me to deny anybody
a decent road;. but at this stage I think the
Government could look to something other
than lending money, in the first instance,
to a firm which is well able to look after
itself financially; and. In the second in-
stance, to spending £5,000,000 on a road
just for holiday makers.

My opinion on the second proposition is
that the Federal Government would not
agree to it because the road would tend
to take traffic from the commonwealth
Railway line, so that the same thing would
happen there as has happened to the rail-
way system in this State; the time would
come when the trains would be taken off
that line.

it appears to me that this Government,
by its action in increasing charges, is de-
liberately trying to send freight from the
railways to road transport.

MR. MAY (Collie-c-n amendment on
the amendment) 18.351: Although I do
not approve of the amendment moved by
the Deputy Premier, I would not have
entered into the debate had it not been
for the remarks of the member for Nar-
rogin who, like many other members of
his party and the party with which he is
associated, is never happy unless he Is
running down the workers. r think he
could have left that part out of his speech.

I do not Consider that what he said will
count for very much, but I give him credit
for being one on that side of the House
who at least had the stomach to get up and
say what he wanted to say. As the de-
bate goes on it will be interesting to see

whether anyone else on the Government
side will line up with the member for Nar-
rogin and have the stomach to say what
he thinks.

The amendment moved by the Deputy
Premier is not justified. The amendment
Put forward by the member for Boulder is
the secret to the whole argument in con-
nection with this matter. I want to keep
to the amendment moved by the Deputy-
Premnier; and the Question of railway
finance is associated with freights and the
other avenues of revenue that we are dis-
cussing.

I remind members that when the Mc-
Larty-Watts Government was in power, it
appointed three commissioners of rail-
ways; and if ever there was a tragedy in
regard to railway administration there
was one with the appointment of those
three commissioners. They were to be the
be-all and end-all of our railway troubles.
but the troubles we had before they were
appointed were nothing in compariscn to
those we had after they were appointed.
I take it by the silence of the members
sitting opposite that they agree with what
I am saying. What those three commis-
sioners did to our railways was nobody's
business; yet the member for Narrogin
blamed the men working in the industry.

Mr. W. A. Manning: When did I say
that?

Mr. Court: I did not hear him say that.
Mr. MAY: The Minister would not hear

it.
Mr. Court: I listened to his speech.
Mr. MAY: Not to all of it. If he did

not say that in so many words, he implied
it; and that is worse than saying it straight
out. That is why I say there is nothing
in the speech he made. He spoke of the
28 per cent. margins that the men re-
ceived. Do you, Mr. Speaker, believe for
a moment that the Arbitration Court
would have granted 28 per cent. if it had
not been well and truly warranted?

Mr. J. Hegney: They had to wait a long
time for it, too, don't forget!

Mr. MAY: Nearly 28 years.
Mr. J. Hegney:- The margin had dimin-

ished considerably.
Mr. MAY: Does the member for Narro-

gin tell me that he would be a party to
stopping the workers of this State receiv-
ing sufficient to live on, as was recognised
by the Arbitration Court when the 22 per
cent. increase was granted?

Mr. W. A. Manning: I did not say that
I opposed it, but that someone had to pay
for it.

Mr. MAY: I know; but the honourable
member set out to make us believe that
the workers went for the 28 per cent. This
Government intends to dispose of many
State enterprises, but I fail to find where
it has Included the Railways Department

511



£ ASSEMBLY.)I

in those that it wishes to dispoe of. The
Minister for Railways has never told us
why the railways have not been included,
but it is very obvious. What private con-
cern would buy the railways? The rail-
ways in this State were never intended to
be a paying proposition; right from the
start they were intended to be a develop-
mental medium for the State. It is use-
less for anybody to argue that, under thase
conditions, a railway could be made pay-
able. In my opinion, the deficit of the
railways should be met by the Treasury
and not by the Railways Department.

Mr. Court: With any limitations; or just
unlimited?

Mr. MAY: Will the Minister allow me
to proceed? He interrupted me on a pre-
vious occasion, and I was cautioned by Mr.
Speaker. Now the Minister is doing the
same thing tonight. Anybody would think
that the Minister for Railways did not want
this Chamber to hear what I want to say
about the railways. If he only knew it,
I am trying to help him.

Mr. Court: I have seen your help before!
Mr. MAY: And the Minister will prob-

ably see it again, too, if he brings many
more propositions like this before the
House.

Mr. Court: You brought it here.
Mr. MAY: No private concern would

entertain the Idea of taking over the State
railways. What has kept the Midland Rail-
way, which is a private concern, going?
It has only continued to run as a result
of its selling land, which was given to it
by the State, alongside the line. It would
otherwise have no earthly chance of mak-
ing the line pay. The State Railways De-
partment has an even less chance of mak-
ing its services pay over the many lines
with which it is concerned.

I am sick and tired of hearing the rail-
way men abused from one end of the State
to the other by members in this Chamber.
Knowing what I do about railway work, I
will always stand up and defend them. I
want members to remember the time when
the McLarty-Watts Government opened
the open-cut mines in Collie, and to recall
the mucky stuff that was given to the
enginedrivers and firemen to use in the
engines.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not think
that has anything to do with the amend-
ment.

Mr. MAY: Yes it has; because what I
am saying deals with the point of why the
railways are not paying arid why it is
necessary to put up the freights.

Mr. Court: What did what happened
then have to do with the current opera-
tions of the railways?

Mr. MAY:- The Minister will see in a
moment.

Mr. Court: I will be interested.
Mr. MAY: If the Minister gives me a

chance to say what I want to say he will
learn something in that regard.

Mr. Court: You stick to the facts!
Mr. MAY: Have I not stuck to them?
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAY: I do not think it is right
that the Minister should say something
like that about what I have said up to
date. I have stuck very closely to the
facts, as you, Sir, will agree. I do not
think he is justified in saying that, Mr.
Speaker. However, I will ignore him.

The SPEAKER: I think that is a very
good idea.

Mr. MAY: When the railways were going
through stress and strain in the post-war
years, and when there was a great shortage
of coal, these men whom the member for
Narrogin has belittled, could not run
the trains on schedule with the muck that
was delivered to them in the name of coal.
As a result, a large backlog of work was
created in the Railways Department be-
cause of having to work under such con-
ditions. What is more, the people who
were selling the coal to the railways were
receiving 72s. per ton, which in my opinion
was daylight robbery, as I pointed out on
many occasions. I also stated that they
should have been gaoled for that. They
are the companies that are making the
railways run at a disadvantage.

Most of the people in this Chamber who
speak about the railways--principally
those on the other side of the House-do
not know the inner workings of the sys-
tern and why the railways are always
working on a deficit. What does happen
is that the men are working at all hours
of the night and in all weathers; and whilst
members continue to get up in this
Chamber and complain about the railway
men, I will continue to refute their re-
marks because I do not intend to stand
for it.

I now wish to quote from The West Aus-
tralian dated Thursday, the 1st October,
1959. This article reads as follows:-

Closed Lines to Reopen in January.
The Burakin-Bonnie Rock and Lake

Grace-Hyden railway lines would be
reopened for traffic in mid-January,
Railways Minister Court said yester-
day.

It would cost £9,000 to restore the
Burakin-B3onnie Rock line to the con-
dition it was in before services were
suspended, and £5,000 for the Lake-
Grace-Hyden line.

The annual maintenance costs would
be about £21,000 for the Burakin-
Bonnie Rock line and £22,000 for the
Lake Grace-Hyden line.
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According to my arithmetic that sums
up the £35,000. That is one of the reasons
why the Government has to increase rail
freights.

Mr. Court: No it isn't!

Mr. MAY: Of course it is!1

Mr. Court: No it isn't!

Mr. MAY: Of course it is!I Anyway,
the Minister promised not to interject.
The pressure applied by farmers for the
opening up of these closed lines is a good
reason why the increase in rail freights
has to be made. In consequence, the
Country Party members join with the
Liberal Party members in agreeing to put
up rail freights to the disadvantage of
the primary producers. I would hate to be
a Country Party member for the next few
months.

I have always championed the cause of
the railway men, and that is why I am on
my feet tonight. I will always rise to my
feet knowing as I do what these men ex-
perience in endeavouring to run the rail-
way system of this State to the best of
their ability and with the machinery 'that
they have at hand.

Mr. Court: Do you include the Minister
in your sympathy?

Mr. MAY: The Minister promised not
to interject again.

The SPEAKER: The member for Collie
promised to ignore the Minister's remarks.

Mr. MAY: I believe you are right, Mr.
Speaker; but he is so insistent that I can-
not ignore him for very long. I think we
can find the reason for the railway deficit
without besmirching the workers employed
by the railways. I think it is a Pretty low-
down trick when any member has to stoop
to blame the working class for the bad
financial state the railways are in at pre-
sent. However, so long as I am in this
Chamber I will not countenance it, but will
rise to my feet and point out what the
railway workers have to suffer. I am
opposed to the amendment moved by the
Deputy Premier, and I intend to support
the amendment moved by the member for
Boulder.

MR. BURT (Murchison-on amendment
on the amendment) [8.50]: As I represent
towns and people who live at the very end
of our railway system, I wish to speak on
the effect that the increase in rail freights
will have on them. A few years ago we
had railway lines extending some 200
miles further out into the back country.
but a previous Government saw fit to close
those lines.

Mr. Jamieson: No. to suspend opera-
tions.

Mr. BURT: I will let the House decide
'whether that is better than increasing
rail freights, Towns such as Leonora and

Meekatharra, in may electorate, are a con-
siderable distance from the metropolis, but
owing to the telescopic system of applying
rail freights in this State, the increase
is extremely slight, despite the fears ex-
pressed by those on the other side of the
House regarding the effect the increases
would have on people living in those Parts.

I would like to mention a couple of
items in a cross-section of commodities,
such as groceries and foodstuffs, that are
purchased by the housewife and other
people living in the outback areas. As a
result of a reallocation of freight rates,
a case of tea, for example, can be carried
by the railways at a reduced freight rate
of 11Ts. 9d. Previously, it was 21s. The
freight for a case of coffee is the same.
on an ordinary case of butter consigned
to Kalgoorlie the increase in freight is
only 2$., which works out at less than id.
per lb. The freight on vegetables is in-
creased by 3s, 8d. a cwt, The freight on
groceries has been increased by only 5 per
cent. That is not a great deal when one
considers the individual cost of, say, a tin
of jam.

Mr. Rowberry: It depends on from which
end of the telescope you are looking.

Mr. BURT: Very well. We will look
from the other end of the telescope and
see the effect that increases in the basic
wage will have on all commodities sold
in those particular areas. I do not decry
the fact that anyone has received a 28 per
cent, marginal increase or any rise in the
basic wage, but surely the average store-
keeper who employs several men and
women in his shop would have to increase
the price of the commodities he sells when
he had to pay the 28 per cent, increase in
margins only recently and, more recently
still, an increase of 7s. a week in the gold-
fields basic wage.

Mr. Andrew: Any increase in the price
of goods would not take effect until that
increase in the basic wage has been paid.

Mr. BURT: The fact is that these added
costs have to be borne and met by the
people who sell these goods. In this House,
we hear a great deal about the goldmining
industry; and we know it is desperately
trying to survive, mainly because the
price of gold continues to be fixed. That
industry is not going to be so badly hit
by the increases in rail freights. The other
evening we were told by the Minister that
the price of diesel fuel oil, for instance,
will not rise at all. The price of that com-
modity has a great bearing on the costs of
running the power houses in the mining
areas situated throughout my electorate
and anywhere else where industry is estab-
lished in country areas.

It also has a great eff ect on the cost
of living in those parts because the aver-
age country Power house-if it is away
from the area served by the State Electri-
city Commission-depends, wholly and solely
on diesel fuel ol to run its generators. Any
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increase in the price of diesel fuel oil has
to be passed on by the local authority:
and this results in a great increase in the
household expenses of any worker, especi-
ally if he is using a number of electrical
appliances in his home. So the fact that
there will be no increase in the freight on
diesel fuel oil will be welcomed by every-
body in the far-distant centres.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn the
other evening was talking about the 20 per
cent. increase on certain minerals and
also on low-grade ores. I understand that
any ores that are worth less than £8
per ton have always been entitled to the
payment of a subsidy and no doubt that
will continue. However, I want to men-
tion to the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
-and he should know this as he once held
the portfolio of Minister for Mines in this
State-that I do not think there was one
ton of 3 or 4 dwt. ore carried by the rail-
ways in recent years.

The effect of the rail freight increases
on the pastoral industry will not be very
great. The freight on wool will rise by
5 per cent.

Mr. Bickerton: The pastoratists will not
be too happy about that, I am sure.

Mr. BURT: They will not be the least
bit happy about that, but anyone would
think that the Government takes a fiendish
delight in increasing rail freights. In
my opinion it has done so as a last resort.
The 28 per cent. marginal increase paid
to workers will add about £500,000 to the
railways expenditure and I think an in-
crease in rail freights is well and truly
justified.

I wish to speak only briefly on this mat-
ter. As I said at the beginning, I1 represent
the people in the far-distant parts of the
State. However, the member for Geraldton
took pity on the people living in the Mur-
chison. The most unfortunate part concern-
ing the people 'who live along the railway
line in my electorate is that they have to
pay freight on railage which is about 25
per cent. longer than If they used road
transport to the metropolis. In that factor
lies something of a penalty. However, the
telescopic system of applying the railway
freights does something towards alleviating
any increases. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion.

MR. HEAL (West Perth-on amend-
ment on the amendment) [8.59J: The
amendment on the amendment to the
Address-in-Reply1 which has been moved
by the Leader of the Country Party and
which he is asking this House to pass, will
certainly place a hot political potato in
the lap of his colleagues. He will certainly
get his Just deserts when he realises that
he has more or less forced his Country
party supporters in the country areas to
sign a document stating that they are in
full agreement with the increases in rail
fares and freights. I cannot imagine the

member for Avon Valley being in full agree-
ment. He being a primary producer, no
doubt these increases will hit him to some
extent. If the Leader of the Country
Party and those members sitting beside
him think that the member for Avon
Valley is very pleased, they are walking
up the wrong alley.

The Leader of the Country Party could
have agreed to continue the debate on
the amendment moved by the member for
Boulder. As the Government has the
numbers in this House, it could have de-
feated the amendment; but it did not
choose to do that. At the next elections,
members of the Country Party will have
to answer many questions that I am sure
will be asked of them, and their opponents
will no doubt prepare their pamphlets on
the subject of railway freight increases.
I feel sorry for some members of the
Country Party in that regard.

In relation to the last portion of the
amendment moved by the member for
Boulder, the Leader of the Country Party
stated, during the last election campaign.
that the Country Party would not agree to
any further increases in rail freights, about
90 per cent. of which were paid by country
residents. The other evening in this
House he gave the feeble excuse that since
the Country Party and the Liberal Party
have become the coalition Government of
this State, the Government was forced,
through circumstances mainly brought
about by rising costs, to increase railway
freights. The Leader of the Country Party
is not a babe in arms, because he has
served in variaus Governments, and he
knew that from time to time those Gov-
ernments had to increase rail freights and
charges. When he went before the people
in the country districts, he certainly pulled
the wool over their eyes and told some un-
truths.

Mr. Court: He did not tell any untruths.
That is an awful assertion to make.

Mr. HEAL; I say he did. As I have just
stated, the Leader of the Country Party
said that if his party was returned to office,
railway freights would not be increased.

Mr. Court: You heard the other words
contained in his speech.

Mr. HEAL: We have heard many other
words and promises. The Minister for
Railways opened his remarks, when speak-
ing to the amendment, by saying that it
is just a political sham; yet when he was
in opposition, on the back bench and on
the front bench, there was no greater
opponent to anything put up by the Hawke
Government than he. His assertion that
the amendment of the Opposition on this
occasion is a sham was mere political talk,

During last session and the present one,
the assertion was made by this Govern-
ment that when it was returned to office
the people gave it a clear mandate to do



[Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.] 515

certain things, such as the retrenchment
of 1,000 men from the Public Works De-
partment after the Premier gave an as-
surance that no-one would be fired. I
do not recall members of the Government
saying that the People gave them a man-
date to increase railway freights, water
rates, the regional improvement tax, motor
vehicle licenses, drivers' licenses, stamp
duty, and the hire-purchase tax. The
intention to make those increases was
not disclosed to the people. Had the
people been told that they would be
burdened to the tune of £1,000,000 in in-
creased taxes to be imposed in the first
18 months of office of this Government,
I am sure they would have exercised their
votes in another direction.

When the report appeared in The West
Australian that railway freights and fares
were to be increased by £1,100,000 a year
-these increases included metropolitan
passenger fares-I directed a question to
the Minister for Railways as to why coun-
try passenger fares were not to be in-
creased. I was glad that the passenger
fares were not to be increased in the
country. I asked him why the metropolitan
passenger fares were to be increased, and
he gave the reason. I want to tell him,
as did the member for Guildford-Midland,
that many people living in the metro-
politan area will be hard hit by these in-
creases. The people who will be affected
are not only the workers, but those in
receipt of fixed incomes; those on super-
annuation-the pensioners, the war widows,
the T.P.T's, and similar people. They are
the ones who will have to bear the burden
of the increased fares in respect of metro-
politan train services.

I protest not only against the increase
in rail freights-a subject with which 1
am not fully conversant-but also against
the increase in railway passenger fares
for the metropolitan area. only a few days
ago we were informed that the Metro-
politan Transport Trust proposes to in-
crease fares by 12j per cent. This will
be another burden on the people on fixed
incomes and on the workers of this State.
I am sure that members of the Liberal
Party representing metropolitan seats have
been approached by some of their electors
asking them to protest against these in-
creases; but of course they sit behind the
present Government and they have to do
as they are told.

During the speech of the member for
Collie the other evening, the Minister for
Railways informed the House that the 20
per cent. increase was not to be imposed
on the freight on coal. However, I notice
in the miscellaneous items that coal Is in-
cluded. I would like to know whether the
freight on coal to be used by the State
Electricity Commission was included in
the estimate of £1,100,000.

Mr. Court: When the estimate was made,
it was on the assumption that the S.E.C.
would suffer no increase in coal freights.

Mr. HEAL: The Minister for Railways
said there has been no political outcry,
especially from the farming centres. Up,
to date there has been no great outcry,
but there certainly will be when the in-
crease is imposed upon the People. Once
a person's pocket is affected, he begins to
protest.

Let us see what the Farmers' Union had
to say. In The West Australian of the 9th
August the following article appeared:-

Farmers Protest
The increased freight charges would

greatly increase farmers' costs and
would inhibit further land develop-
ment in W.A., the Farmers' Union
general president Mr. 0. McDonald,
said last night.

It was very disappointing that the
State Government could not find any
other way of increasing its revenue
other than by increasing rail freights,

"The State and Federal Governments
will have to give consideration to
formulating another way of allocating
loan funds." he said.

The present formula does not take
into account the increased distances
for freight haulage imposed on pri-
mary Producers in W.A.

Severe
Mr. McDonald said the increased

charges would hit farmers both ways
by increasing the cost of bringing
goods to their farms and sending their
own produce to the city.

"The increases for livestock and wool
are particularly severe, as the rates
for these items are already fairly
high," he added.

"The railways have reached a stage
where they are rapidly pricing them-
selves out of the transport business,

"Even with the present restrictions
on road transport operators charges
on freight by road compare favourably
with the railways,"

I am sure the Farmers' Union is not
particularly happy with the increase.

In The West Australian of the 5th
August, the following letter appeared:-

TOM CANNY, Mingenew: What a
contradiction of utterances Premier
Brand has made in the past few days.

In reply to a deputation from the
Farmers' Union on rail freights and
fares he held no hope but that they
must rise. Mr. Brand knows who will
bear 90 per cent. of this Imposition,
particularly at a time when responsible
people are appealing to farmers to cut
their costs.

On the same day Mr. Brand said
that the State was going to help the
picture theatres by a refund of enter-
tainment tax to the extent of £53,000.
There was another announcement that
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the Government
wealthy business,
Manufacturers, to
£2,000,000.

would finance a
Australian Paper

the extent of

It will be interesting to note the
reaction of Country Party members to
these announcements.

We have certainly seen the reaction of
Country Party members in this House to
the proposed increase in rail freights.

Mr. Hawke: I am sure the member for
Avon Valley is not pleased. He left the
Country Party years ago.

Mr. HEAL: He has gone from bad to
worse. I admire the courage of the mem-
ber for Narrogin and the member for
Murchison in standing up to support the
amendment on the amendment. I sin-
cerely hope some other members opposite
will follow suit and express their views. I
cannot follow the remarks of the member
for Narrogin in regard to the Grants Com-
mission penalising this State to the tune
of £1,000,000 if railway freights are not
increased. I do not know how he came to
that conclusion. I assume he merely
plucked that argument from the air. I
am sure he has not attended meetings of
the Grants Commission; nor is he aware
of the commission's intentions.

Mr. W. A. Manning: You will find that
is correct.

Mr. HEAL: The Minister for Railways
stated that the Hawke Government brought
taxes to the breaking point. If ever there
was a Government which brought taxes
to their breaking point it is the Brand-
Watts Government which is in office at
present. I sincerely hope, for the sake of
the people of this State, that no more
severe taxes will be imposed on them in
the next 18 months--the balance of the
present Government's term of office.

In conclusion, let me refer to one quota-
tion. I am sure this will be in the minds
,of the farming people and the farmers of
this State when they retire to a good
night's rest after having done a hard day's
work. They will have to work harder now,
as the member for Narrogin said, on
account of the railway freight increases.
-This is the quotation-

Owen to Watts going on re rail
freights, the farmers will be Wild at
having been Court by this Brand of
policy and at the next election their
party will be Manning the polling
booths with Henns.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-on amendment
on the amendment) [9.13]: 1 rise to
speak at the invitation of the member for
West Perth and the member for Collie
who said, to use their own vernacular,
that private members on this side did not
have the "guts" to stand up. my main
purpose is to support the amendment on
the amendment moved by the Deputy Pre-
mier. There are three features which have

been brought up in this debate so far.
Firstly, there is the sudden desire of mem-
bers opposite to show some concern for
the welfare of country interests; secondly,
the relationship that is drawn between the
freight increases and the Grants Commis-
sion: and, thirdly, the pious hope ex-
pressed by the Opposition to insert a wedge
between the Country Party and the Liberal
Party.

Dealing with the first, the concern of
members opposite with the farming corn-
munity and the farming areas is incon-
sistent with the views they expressed
previously in this House since I have been
here.

Mr. Tonkin: Who introduced the Milk
Bill and the Potato Marketing Hill?

Mr. CRAIG: Their actions are so in-
consistent with the views they expressed
this evening, that they lack sincerity.
They should remind themselves about the
attitude they adopted on the regional town
planning tax, the provision of road sub-
sidies, and the closing of the railway lines;
that is entirely inconsistent with the atti-
tude they are adopting now. I suggest that
the Leader of the Opposition, who has been
interjecting, should read Hansard of last
year to see what he had to say about the
regional town planning and development
tax; and the member for East Perth should
do likewise.

Mr. JTamieson; That does not justify any
increases.

Mr. CRAIG: I now come to the second
point which will also answer the member
for Beeloo. I am referring to the relation-
ship between the increases and the Grants
Commission. I for one-and I think I can
claim a limited amount of intelligence-

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. CRAIG:-was sufficiently awake
to understand the reasoning advanced by
the Minister for Railways and the Deputy
Premier and I can say that unless the
freights are increased, as is proposed,
other services-and particularly education
in the country areas-will be seriously
affected. I am reminded, too, of the atti-
tude of the Opposition towards education
in the country areas whilst it was in
power; particularly in connection with
school-bus services: additional class rooms
for country schools; and septic tanks in
the schools.

Mr. Jamieson: Be careful on that one.
Mr. CRAIG: If the Opposition had its

way, it would reduce the money that will
be made available for the services to the
extent of £1,000,000; in other words, the
amount it is proposed to obtain from the
increased freights.

So far as the relationship between the
Country Party and the Liberal Party is
concerned, I would say that our relation-
ship at the moment is as strong as-if not
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stronger-than it has ever been in the
past: and I say this despite any caustic
and futile comments which come from
members of the Opposition in regard to
the attitude of the Country Party towards
the Liberal Party and vice versa.

I have very much pleasure in supporting
the amendment on the amendment pro-
posed by the Deputy Premier, and I am
sorry if I have hurt the feelings of
members of the Opposition.

MRt. NULSEN (Eyre-on amendment on
the amendment) [9.17]: I must have a few
words to say in regard to this subject.
I feel that arguments submitted by
the Leader of the Country Party and the
Premier have been very crusty and easily
broken.

I have always had a lot of regard for
the railways for which I was Minister from
1939 to 1945. In that period the Railways
Department always paid its working
expenses and sometimes interest. Then Mr,
Marshall took over from me and later a
member appointed by the Country Party
Liberal Party-coalition Government. How-
ever, the decay started properly when the
McLarty-Watts Government appointed
three commissioners. They did not waste
tens of thousands of pounds or even hun-
dreds of thousands. They wasted millions
of pounds, and we are consequently in the
financial position in which we find our-
selves today.

We had at that time one of the best
commissioners selected in Western Aus-
tralia -.Mr. Ellis. I am perfectly satisfied
that but for the appointment of the three
commissioners to whom I have referred,
the Government would not now feel the
need for increasing the railway freights.

As far as railway freights are concerned,
I have always been opposed to their being
increased because I believe ounr railway
system is a utility for the purpose of de-
veloping the State. If there should be a
deficit, I feel that as long as it is not too
large, the taxpayers should meet it on
equal termis.

I say that because I feel that the farm-
ers or the Primary Producers are the back-
bone of any country and we must do what
we can to protect and help them. They
have to pay both ways in regard to freight
rises, so increasing their cost of living. In
that way, instead of giving country folk
an incentive to stay in the country we give
them an incentive to come back to the city
because of the dear cost of living in the
country.

Farmers who have been established for
some time will Perhaps not feel these
increases very much. But we have to think
of the new farmers whose properties are
not in full production and who are still
facing big problems. They are the ones
who are going to find the imposition of
these extra freight charges very difficult.

Wheat freight is going up 21d. a bushel
and super is to be increased by 10 per cent.
That will be a very big tax on the
farmers, because it is well known that there
is not a farm in Western Australia that
can do without super. The farms must
have it; otherwise the production will be
Poor. For this reason I feel that the
freight increases are going to have a
detrimental effect upon those whom we
should foster. With all due respects to
the Attorney-General, he did promise the
farmers that as far as he was concerned
there would be no increase in railway
freights for primary producers.

The 10 per cent. reduction in regard to
insurance on goods carried at the Railways
Commissioner's risk is a very small con-
cession because it does not affect the
Primary Producers two hoots--or very
little, anyhow. I know this because I was
on the Goldfields for a long time and was
also in a farming area. Therefore I can
say with authority that very little was paid
in regard to insurance of goods carried at
the Commissioner's risk on the trains.

T have heard a little tonight in regard
to the worker. I want members to realise
that the worker has to go to a tribunal
and prove his case.

Mr. Rowberry: Hear, hear!

Mr. NULBEN: And unless he justifies his
argument, the Arbitration Court will not
grant an increase.

Mr. Hawke: There are times when he
proves it, but he still gets nothing.

Mr. NULSEN: That is so. On the
other hand, what is happening so far as
Profits are concerned? The profits today
are higher than they have ever been iii
Western Australia since its inception.
Those people who were opposed to price
control are now asking for it because they
know that if they do not have it. it will
be almost useless retaining an Arbitration
Court.

A lot of People say that prices follow
wages, but I say-and it is true-that wages
follow prices. Until prices go up, wages
do not. On the other hand, some prices go
up, but wages do not always follow suit.

I had a lot to do with railway workers
when they faced a very difficult job.
during the war. There is no associa-
tion of men which could have done a better
task than did those men. About 1,400 or
1,500 young fellows from the railways
enlisted; and, as a consequence, the elderly
folk had to carry on. They did so very
efficiently indeed with very little trouble.
It is because of this fact that I regard
it as very poor Policy to reflect on the
workers in the railways.

However, I do believe that the three rail-
ways commissioners to whom I have re-
ferred did cause a certain deterioration
because of their example in regard to work.
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They did nothing and-what shall I say?;
for I do not want to rude. I say that three
sick gins could have done better. I credit
a lot of the trouble in the railways to
those three commissioners.

It cannot be argued that the £1,100,000
which is to be raised from these increased
freight rates is not going to come from
primary producers. It could not come from
anyone else. I am not reflecting on the
metropolitan area when I say this, but
there are roughly about 200,000 people who
do not make any contribution by way of
railway freights in Western Australia. It
is really the primary producer-the farmer
-who pays at least 90 per cent. of the
increases.

I am not going to speak very long; but
I want to remind members that although
there was a definite promise by the parties
comprising the present Government that
there would be no increases in freights,
there have been, and these will result in the
spiralling of costs up and up and up.
Eventually, because of the prices going up,
the workers will have to go to the Arbitra-
tion Court again and there will be a
justified increase made in their wages.

A lot has been said about the 28 Per
cent. marginal increase. I want to remind
members that the workers did not receive
a lot of that. Those people on higher
salaries did not receive £:10 or £20 a year;
some received £100 and even £200. A lot
of those were against the metal workers
when they went on strike to obtain a
margin. However, when those same people
had an opportunity of grabbing margins
for themselves, they certainly took it.

Increased railway freights are going to
be a serious blow to the primary producers
generally, and especially to the wheat-
grower. The new settlers will be hit very
hard as well as a few of the older ones.

I notice, too, that coal freight-except
in regard to the Electricity Commission-
is going up 20 per cent. There is one thing
I cannot understand, and that is why oil
which we import into this country is going
up only '7J per cent. Can anyone tell me
why the local product is to be increased
as is the imported product, but the latter
to a lesser extent?

Mr. Watts: The idea was that it was
used so much in primary production and
coal cannot be used that way.

Mr. NULSEN: That is a fair explanation.
I was only asking the question because I
do not feel that coal freight should have
risen at all.

Mr. Watts: We cannot put coal into
tractors very well.

Mr. NTJLaEN: NO; but they should make
them so that they will take coal and
thereby use the local product.

Mr. Hawke: What will the coal upon
which railway freights will increase be
used for?

Mr. Watts: By the consumers mostly, I
think.

Mr. Hawke: But for what purpose?
Mr. Watts: Very small quantities.
The SPEARER: Order!
Mr. NULSEN: When the Liberal and

Country Parties were on the hustings,
they stated that their members were
against rising costs. But what have they
done? I shall not enumerate all the ways
in which costs have risen, because that
has already been done by other speakers
this evening.

Mr. Hawke: How can the Liberal Party
be against rising costs when it is in favour
of profiteering?

Mr. NULSEN: Exactly! The Govern-
ment has done nothing about it. Some-
thing should be done about the exorbitant
profits made under the hire-purchase Sys-
tem. In some instances-I do not say all
-it is nothing but robbery. I do not want
to deprecate everybody; but, generally
speaking, as members would find if they
investigated the position as I have done.
the Profits are greater than those allowed
under the Money Lenders' Act. I am
emphatically opposed to the amendment
on the amendment moved by the Deputy
Premier. I say that with all due respect to
him, because I feel that the amendment
moved by the member for Boulder was
more suitable and practicable.

Mr. Hawke: And more factual.
Mr. NrJISEN: I think it would have a

better application, as far as this State is
concerned, if the people knew exactly what
the position was, and what they were in
for when these Increased freights were
felt throughout the community.

I believe that if a promise is made on
the hustings, it should definitely be carried
out during the term of office of the Gov-
ermnent, irrespective of the consequences.
I think we should be an example to the
people generally, and not use too much
political expediency when it suits us.
Otherwise, people lose respect for us;
and when we say anything, they say,
"This is just a matter of words; we can-
not rely on that." In consequence, it is
detrimental to us: and in the future the
people might have just as much trust in
Communism as they have for our sys-
tem of Government if we adopt that sort
of attitude.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle-on amend-
ment on the amendment) [9.25]: I SUP-
port the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Boulder because I feel it was quite
justified. Rail freights and sea freights
are of concern to us all, and must be of
concern particularly to the primary pro-
ducers, or their representatives who sit
opposite. Sea freights are high enough
now, without the added impact of in-
creased rail freights. Increases in rail
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freights further reduce our prospects on
world markets, and there is the prospect of
pricing Australian produce out of the world
markets as a result of any increases. So if
for nii5 other reason than that, the amend-
ment moved by the member for Boulder
is justified.

Contrary to the opinion of members op-
posite, in speaking to this amendment I
am not trying to score any petty political
advantage in supporting this amendment.
I am genuinely concerned, and I am
expressing the opposition not only of
the population of Fremantle, but also
that of people throughout Western Aus-
tralia to increased rail f reights. If I wished.
I could be parochial and point out that
the waterside workers-they being only
one section-for example, depend on ex-
ports and imports for their livelihood;
and their dependants depend upon the in-
come those waterside workers receive, just
as the economy of Fremantle depends
upon the spending power of the working
people in that district.

However, I do not wish to be parochial.
I would say that all sections of society
are interdependent, one with the other;
and if exports fall as a result of an in-
crease in the price of the produce we ex-
port overseas, brought about by increased
sea or rail freights, so the spending power
of the people in Fremantle, and throughout
the community as a whole, is reduced; in
short, it affects the whole economy.

Naturally, in supporting the amendment
moved by the member for Boulder I op-
pose the amendment on the amendment
moved by the Deputy Premier. I must
say that I have heard the Deputy Pre-
mier make far better speeches in this place
than he did on this occasion. I have been
Impressed by his ability inx this respect.
But he was on shaky ground in trying to
justify the freight Increases; he knows
they are unjustified, and be knows that
'we know it. He spoke of where savings
are being made ont freight rates with re-
spect to fuel, petroleum products, agricul-
tural equipment, and so on. With other
members. I would like to know where this
£1,100,000 is coming from.

I know that railway fares are included
in the Increase, and I deplore that action
on behalf of anybody who travels by train;
because, after all, it is the poorer section
of the community which travels by train.
The more fortunate, Including ourselves,
have motorcars. it is the people who pay
train fares who are least able to afford this
increase. But that would mean only a
small portion of the E1,100,000. I1 have
said before to representatives of the farm-
Ing community, who are sitting opposite,
that their people will be the ones who will
have to bear the burden of at least the
extra £1,000,000 which is to be raised.

I would also suggest that all this
extra revenue is not comning from
freights and fares alone, but perhaps from

some of the economies that are being prac-
tised by the Minister for Railways, such
as the sack ings of apprentices as they come
out of their time, only a very small per-
centage of them being retained. There
is also his policy of no replacement of
staff in the Government workshops as men
leave, either through retirement, or be-
cause of sickness, or death.

These are some of the economies being
practised at the expense of the W.A. Gov-
ernment Railways. That was indicated in
the reply the Minister made to a question
asked the other day regarding the num-
ber of men working there in June. 1959,
and June, 1960. There was a reduction
of 173. That is a false economy on the
part of the Minister.

The Deputy Premier, in looking for a
scapegoat, mentioned the Under Treasurer,
He said that he was responsible for the
figures that were submitted to this House.
No doubt the Under Treasurer was re-
sponsible for them, but no reference has
been made tonight to the £1,000,000 in-
terest being paid on money which was
originally loaned to the railways. Some-
thing like £1,000,000 per annum is pafd
by this State alone before a new nut or
bolt can be put into a wagon or a loco-
motive. That has a terrific impact on
the economy of Western Australia. I know
members opposite would say, "What is the
answer to that?" I would be expressing
a personal opinion, as distinct from a party
opinion, if I said that I would repudiate
that debt after these who had loaned the
money had received back tenfold the
amount of the original loan.

I think we would be quite justified in
repudiating it on that basis; but, as I say,
I am expressing a personal opinion as dis-
tinct from a party opinion. Some of this
money was borrowed 100 years ago, and we
are still paying interest on it. I do not
think that aspect of the matter has been
aired enough in this Chamber. Instead of
talking about that aspect, members op-
posite will insist on harping on basic wage
increases, and the 28 per cent. marginal
adjustment.

The member for Narrogin had to grope
around and try to find some sort of
excuse, and he pounced upon the 28
per cent. increase in margins. There
must be some industrial workers in
his area, and I am wondering whether
or not he is advocating that those indus-
trial workers should not have received the
28 per cent. marginal increase, or whether
or not they should have received any basic
wage increases.

For example, I mention how the State
and Federal Governments, in the Federal
court,' attempted to influence the court by
sending advocates to oppose the Federal
basic wage increase. The Government
does not mind imposing a burden on
the ordinary basic wage earner and
the tradesman. If the Government wishes
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to protect the economy of the State,
the deputy leader of my party and
I have both pointed cut, earlier in
this debate, where economies could be
effected. The deputy leader made re-
ference to cylinder heads. As these articles
can be produced in the workshops for half
the price at which they can be produced
by outside firms--and the cost runs into
hundreds of pounds---surely what is being
done is no way of protecting the economy
of the railways. The State should not be
burdened with increased freight rates and
increased rates on other commodities while
at the same timsz the Government con-
tinues with its present policy of having
articles produced by outside firms at higher
prices.

I mentioned cylinder liners in my pre-
vious speech. I stated that I knew these
articles could be produced in the workshops
at half the price; figures were given in
answers to questions. These cylinder
liners, which were made in the workshops,
proved, after many hundreds of hours of
use, that they suffered less wear than the
imported article. That being so how can
the Minister for Railways, for example,
justify any increase in freight rates, when
ho is practising the false economy of pay-
ing twice as much for an article which can
be produced in the Government railway
workshops for half the cost? The other
evening when I said I could make one of
the pump shafts that was referred to by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Canning said I was attempt-
ing to be clever. There was nothing
clever about it at all. Any tradesman
could make it; a third-year apprentice
could do so. If we employed the child
labour used by private enterprise we could
still make it.

Mr. I. W. Manning: How is that re-
levant?

Mr. FLETCHER: It is -relevant to the
extent that economies can be practised by
producing that shaft and other spare parts
in the workshops, instead of groping
around and looking for revenue from in-
creased freight rates.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Which are the
industries that use child labour?

Mr. FLETCHER: I will ignore that.
Mr. Court:. You have to.
Mr. FLETCHER: I will answer it if

necessary, but I am afraid I did not hear
the interjection.

Mr. I. W. Manning: I asked whether you
could name the undertakings that are
employing this child labour to which you
referred?

Mr. Hawke: Parliament House!
Mr. FLETCHER: I said Private enter-

prise does exploit child labour.
Mr. I. W. Manning: You had better

name a few, hadn't you?

Mr. FLETCHER: That is not necessary.
We all know that apprentices are used
to Produce articles that are sold to the
Public. If the honourable member wants
an example, I have only to mention the
motor mechanic's trade. When I put my
car in for servicing, it is not serviced by
a tradesman but by an apprentice, even
though I am charged the rate for the
labour of a fully qualified tradesman. But
that is by way of illustration. That does
not only apply to the motor trade but also
to private workshops and engineering shops
generally. I know that better than the
member for Harvey, or any other member
sitting opposite.

I san still a member of the union to
which I originally belonged, and I am well
qualified to speak on this matter. I defy
any member opposite to say that he has
a better knowledge of this subject than
I have.

Mr, Perkins: Surely you are being a
little childish! You are talking to grown
people now.

Mr. FLETCHER: My remarks seem to
cause a good deal of heat. I do not apolo-
gise for them; I merely make a plain state-
ment of fact.

Mr. Hawke., You rocked them.
Mr. FLETCHER: Members opposite

have been harping on the subject of these
inexorable circumstances. I do not f eel
that they are inexorable, and we do not
have to look up a dictionary to find
out what the meaning is of the word "in-
exorable". I made a suggestion here in
regard to this question the other evening
among wild interjections from members
opposite. I suggested that in view of the
profits being made-the huge profit-s; the
doubling and trebling profits, annually-
industry could afford to absorb any in-
crease in prices resulting from belated in-
creases in wages. I do not hear interjec-
tions konight, but there were loud inter-
jections the other evening when I men-
tioned that I could not see why industry
was not capable of absorbing these costs.

Mr. Perkins: What was that word you
were using?

Mr. FLETCHER: "Inexorable" was used
by the Deputy Premier.

Mr. Mann: What does it mean?
Mr. W. Hegney: It's the brother-in-law

to functus offcio.
Mr. Hawke: An irresistible force.

Mr. FLETCHER: The deputy leader of
our party worked out the increase to be
charged on freights at as much as 475 Per
cent. Members opposite need not try to
tell members, or the general public, that
the wages of the unfortunate working man
is responsible for that increase in freight.
it would be hypocritical nonsense to do so.
That percentage increase is related to
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prices increases generally throughout the
state. The figures for 1945-46 1 recently
quoted were for a period when there was
control on prices and profits during the
war period. The wages and prices were
static. But we should take note of what
has happened since then. Under a con-
servative Government there has been a
threefold increase-that is, under 11 years
of conservative governent In the Federal
field and six years of the McLarty-Watts
Government. Now of course we have the
same position obtaining under the Brand-
Watts Government.

It might be asked: What did Labor do
while it was in office? Labor might have
been in office in this Chamber, but never
had an opportunity to control prices in
the State owing to Legislative Council
numbers. Accordingly, if those increases
have taken place, there is no justification
now for increasing freight rates. As
I have already said, these freight
rates will have an impact on charges, fares,
and everything else throughout the State.
They will affect the farmers: and this, in
turn, must have its impact on the economy
of the State as a whole-even on such
items as the humble packet of weeties-
but I am mainly concerned about the im-
pact on exports.

My deputy leader made reference to
agricultural equipment, but that does not
include spare parts. Members opposite
know what they pay for spare parts for
their machinery through the various
agents that have establishments in the
country areas. Every increase, even if iL
is for a gear wheel for some of their agri-
cultural equipment will result in a propor-
tionately higher price for various com-
modities, and this will be passed on to the
general public, who seem to be on the re-
ceiving end as a result of the Government's
policy.

Surely the farmers realise that every
added cost narrows their margin of profit.
It must do. I cannot understand how the
farmers do not see this; I do not under-
stand how they cannot see that those who
have fleeced them are the same business
interests that are fleecing the rest of the
community. It is not the wage and salary
earners, but the profit-earners that must
be checked.

Mr. Craig: Crying crocodile tears.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not resent that
interjection, because of my genuine con-
cern for the farmer, who is the backbone

-of the State.
Mr. Craig: I hope you will remember

that.

Mr. FLETCHER: I have said it before,
and I will repeat, that we are all inter-
dependent. It surprises me, however, how
the farmers cannot see what is happening.

They are paying exorbitant prices for what
they are purchasing from private enter-
prise. Huge profits are being made; and
there is no justification for these increased.
freight rates.

Thie member for Narrogin attempted to,
justify what the joint parties have done irk
relation to rail freights. I suggest he
goes back to Narrogin and makes
his excuses there. Let him and the other
farmer representatives here make their ex-
cuses to the farmers and housewives and
storekeepers in their own districts. I
might point out that I make available
eight copies of Mansard for distribution to
people in my area. From the course of
events, however, it would appear to be a
reasonable assumption that Mansard is
neither very wvell read nor very well cir-
culated in the country areas, particularly
when one finds the farmers' own paper
taking the Government to task in its
editorial. This I am sure is more represen-
tative of the rank and file country opinion
than are the members opposite. I suggest
they are well and truly out of step. For the
above reasons, I support the amendment as
moved by the member for Boulder, and
oppose that moved by the Deputy Premier.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren-on amend-
ment on the amendment) [9.56]:- I would
like to have a few words to say on which-
ever question is before the House. I would
first like to comment on the reply made
by the Minister for Railways to the mem-
ber for Boulder when hep moved his amend-
ment. The Minister alleged that this was
just a spurious political sham, brought on
to prevent the A ddress-in -Reply from
wending its weary way to a close. It is
Possible that the Minister did not know
which poet he was unconsciously quoting;
but I will complete the quotation for him.
He talked about wending its weary way,
which brings to mind the words, "And
leaves the world to darkness . . .. 1

It is because we do not want to leave
this State to the darkness of the policy of
the present Government that we, on this
side of the House, are raising our voices
in protest against the Increase in railway
freights. As a member for a country dis-
trict, I am concerned in more ways than
one, because this is going to hit everyone
-not only the industrialists and agricul-
turists in the country but all the people in
the country.

Referring to debates on railways, I am
reminded of the first one that took Place
in Western Australia on the installation
of a railway between Guildford and
Fremantle in August 1878. The debate
ranged around whether the railway would
go south of the river or north of the river.
We must remember that there was no
Labor Party in the country at that time-
they were members of the Council. There
was no Assembly either at that time, and
there was no general franchise.
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During the debate, the difference
between the cost of the railway going south
of the river and the cast of it going north
of the river was stated as £13,000. The
cost of the railway to the south of the
-river was to be £87,000. One member was
most indignant at not getting his way,
because the British Government had
already decided that the railway would go
north of the river. This member said that
out of the £87,000 that would be raised to
build this railway south of the river, when
the Crown agent got his whack and after
other influences were brought to bear on it,
and when allocation has been made for
interest and sinking fund, only £20,000 of
the £87,000 would be spent on the con-
struction of the railway.

It is significant, and It is a real pity,
that this member did not continue his
incursions into the study of economics
and into the study of financing Public
works. There is one railway in Australia.
which makes a profit-the Commonwealth
Railway. I believe the reason for this is
that there is no accumulated debt on that
railway, and there is no interest charge
upon it. If I remember rightly, it was
built by the Commonwealth Bank issuing
f5,000.000. When the railway was built,
the £5,000,000 was cancelled and we had
a railway without debt. Because of this,
that railway is the only one in Australia
that can operate at a profit. I have given
the reason why, to my mind, it is able
to do so. It has no accumulated debt
or interest bill to meet.

I wish some of the members on the other
side of the H-ouse, and some members of
the Government, would make a serious
study of the impact of interest pay-
ments on our public utilities, because I am
really interested in this matter. I intend
to ask a series of questions of the Minister
for Railways, or the appropriate Minister.
along these lines: What is the capitalisa-
tion of the railways at present? What are
the actual payments of interest and sink-
ing fund and depreciation? What are the
total payments of interest, and to whom?
If we study along these lines we will find
the real reason why prices have to go up,and why the railways show such a deficit.

As has been indicated by the member
for Fremantle, I believe that when a debt
has been refunded by interest to at least
10 times the original debt, that debt should
be cancelled.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROWBERRY: it is the only way
that this economic system 'will survive. We
have to face it.

Mr. W. A. Manning: That would take
200 years.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I will inform our
learned friend from Narrogin that we are
still paying upon the debt which was in-
curred in fighting the Crimea War: and
we would still be paying for it if we could

live for another 200 Years. If the Minister
for Railways, with his knowledge of
accountancy, would face up to this situa-
tion and inform the House and the
Government, we might get places.

It is significant that so many members
on this side of the House, during this
debate, have quoted from The Farmers'
Weekly, the official organ of the primary
producers. It is also significant that they
have begun sending members on this side
of the House a free copy of this paper
through the post. I do not know whether
this indicates a lack of trust in the present
Country Party, but I would inform mem-
bers of the Country Party who are in this
House that in discussions with many
prominent lay members of the Country
Party I have had this expression of opinion
given to me: that there is a greater
common affinity of interests between the
primary producers, the country people, and
the Labor Party than there is between the
Country Party and the Liberal Party.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is so.

Mr. ROWB3ERRY: I would point out
to the House that were it not for one little
significant clause in the constitution of the
Labor Party, which provides that we can-
not enter into a pact with another politi-
cal party, we would probably put the Lib-
eral Party into oblivion, so far as obtain-
ing a majority in this House is concerned.

Mr. Bickerton: That would be the end
of Bunbury.

Mr. RAOWBERRY: We do not need to
wait for the issuance of a proclamation; we
do not need to wait for a constitutional
majority in the House; we only need to
go to the next election with this clause
out of our constitution and it would mean
the political end of the Liberal Party so
far as its being able to govern is concerned.
I see that the Minister for Agriculture is
very interested in this. I have heard ex-
pressions of opinion from his electorate
that there is an affinity between country
interests and the Labor Party; and that
there should be more friendly relations
between the Country Party and Labor
than there are in the spurious association
of the Country Party and the Liberals.

Mr. Nalder: When are you going to take
the action you suggest?

Mr. ROWBERRY: It is significant that
we are receiving free copies of The Farm-
ers' Weekly. Can it be that they have
lost faith in the Country Party? I noticed
a few things in this copy of The Farmers'
Weekly which have been quoted exten-
sively tonight, and they fill mc with
curiosity. It says that for a 3 cwt. consign-
ment to be carried 150 miles the typical
increase per lb. for butter and cheese will
be 1/16th of a penny. Breakfast foods
will increase by 1/24th of a penny per
lb.; flour, 1/30th of a penny: fruit and
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vegetables, 1/18th of a penny; groceries,
1/15th of a Penny, and so on. There is no
need for mae to go any further.

What exercises my mind is how are the
people who get these consignments of
groceries going to apply the fractions of a
penny to the prices? Are they going to
say, in the case of butter and cheese, that
the price will increase Id. for every 161b.
sold; or, in the case of breakfast foods, an
extra penny for every 9 lb. sold?

Mr. Nalder: It would not make any dif-
ference In Manjimup as far as butter is
concerned.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Every 18 parcels of
groceries he sells he charges a penny more.
What other way is there for these increases
to be applied? I will tell the House. For
every pound he sells he will charge a penny
more, instead of the Increase being 1/24th
per lb., 1/16th per lb., and so on. There is
no other way out of it-none at all-unless
the Minister for Agriculture, in one of his
bright moments, can think of a better
application.

Mr. Nalder: It will not affect the people
of ManS imup so far as the price of butter
and cheese is concerned. Don't you mnanu-
facture it there?

Mr. ROWBERRY: The people of Man-.
jimup pay the same -price for butter and
cheese as the people in Perth, plus freight
both ways. It is about time the Govern-
ment woke up to the fact. What is it doing
about it? I am concerned about the Im-
pact on people who are on the basic wage,
as well as those who are engaged in indus-
try. I say this Government has shown a
great lack of concern for the people in the
country. Members of this Government say
that we ride on the back of the sheep. I
say that the people who are content to live
in the country: spend their lives in the
country; and spend for the country are
the backbone of the country and should
be encouraged.

I am also concerned about the rise in the
freight on timber which has been men-
tioned. I noticed that the price of timber
is going up 74 per cent. at a time when this
industry is struggling to keep its head
above water; at a time when the timber
industry associations of the State are
making representaitions to the Federal
Government for some relief to be given
in the form of an increased tariff on
imported timbers. I said last night that
this Government is betraying its friends.
Of this, I am convinced.

I say this, knowing what I am say-
ing: that the greatest influence on the
Government to dispose of the State trading
concerns, especially the State Saw Mills,
was brought to bear by Bunning Bros. Can
the Minister deny that?

Mr. Jamieson: -He will even look you in
the eyes when he denies it.

Mr. Court: What makes You think that
Bunning Bros. were the prime movers?
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Mr. ROW]BERRY: It is a strange anid
significant fact that while Labor was in
Government, Bunnings' 10s. shares were
selling at 13s. 4d. per share. Three months
after this Government took office these
shares fell to 10s, 4d,, which is the lowest
thpy have ever been-and they stayed there
until a certain advertisement went in the
newspapers to the effect that the Govern-
ment was prepared to accept tenders for
the State Saw Mills. Bunnings' shares
on the market at the present time are the
highest they have ever been in history
Their present Quotation is something like
13s. 9d.

That may be a remarkable coincidence.
It also might be a remarkable coincidence
that the Australian Paper Manufacturers
decided to build their factory in the metro-
politan area instead of conforming to the
Government's policy of decentralisation. I
wonder if the Minister could tell us
whether he had prior talks with the direc-
tors of Australian paper manufacturing
company, and whether he foreshadowed
to that company that there would be a rise
in rail freights? I ask this question because
the Minister said there had been prior
talks between the State Electricity Com-
mission and the Government, after which
it was decided there would be no rise in
the freight on coal.

These are points which are very interest-
ing. They are points to which members
on the other side of the House should
devote some thought, instead of continu-
ing to blame inflation and the rise in
prices on marginal increases and Increases
to the basic wage. I also want to join the
member for Collie in standing up for those
men who work in the railways, or men who
work for wages anywhere. I maintain,
and I have maintained it as long as I have
been a representative of men, that if there
is any inefficiency to be found, the blame
can be laid squarely and fairly at the feet
of the management, It is the duty of
management to promote efficiency.

It is the duty of management to see
that men work efficiently; it is the duty
of management to see that men have con-
ditions in which they can work efficiently.
These are not responsibilities so much of
the men as of the management. I am
sorry about the reaction to this amend-
nient. It has stirred members on the Gov-
ernment side more than any previous
question before the House. in backing
up the Minister for Railways, members
have expressed their viewpoints so well
that they have given the lie to his assump-
tion that the amendment put forward is
a spurious one and a political sham as he
alleged.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Harvey-on
amendment on the amendment) [10.16]:
1 desire briefly to support the amendment
proposed by the Deputy Premier; and, in
so doing, . oppose the amendment of the
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member for Boulder. I am not keen on
additions to his Excellency's Speech; but
I do say that if it is necessary to give
His Excellency some assurances, it is far
better to present him with the addition
as moved by the Deputy Premier, than
that moved by the member for Boulder:
because I believe that the amendment
moved by the Deputy Premier is a factual
statement of what has taken place on the
question of railway freights. The amend-
ment reads, in part, as follows:-

That this House appreciates the
reasons which rendered it necessary
for the Governent to make a very
moderate increase in railway freights.

I think there is no doubt that the majority
of members in this Chamber do appreciate
the need to increase railway freights; and
I think that most members appreciate the
fact that the increases are moderate, con-
sidering what is required to cover the cost.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did you say "moderate"
or "Monstrous"?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Moderate, to cover
the additional cost to the Railways Depart-
ment brought about by the recent increases
in marginal salaries and wages. When we
consider that the sum of approximately
£2,500,000 was required to cover those
additional charges and additional costs,
then the raising of £1,100,000 by increased
fares and freights is a moderate charge
and must be regarded as such by anyone
of fair mind.

I think also that the amendment moved
by the member for Boulder is not factual
in this regard. The increases were not
made without the knowledge that those
on whom the burden would tall could
reasonably carry the increased costs. The
amendment moved by the member for
Boulder claims that industries are not
able reasonably to bear such burdens and
the increased railway fares in the metro-
politan area. This Government, in con-
sidering the increase in railway fares and
freights, did take fully into consideration
the ability of those upon whom the burden
would fall to pay the increases; and I
would claim that the abolishing of the
Hawke Government's land tax on improved
agricultural land, and the imposition of
Increased railway fares and freights leaves
the country dweller better off.

The land tax on improved agricultural
land returned to the Goverrnent the sum
of approximately £2,000,000. This has been
abolished; and it has been replaced by the
vermin tax, which raised about a quarter
of that amount. We now have an increase
in railway fares and freights of approxi-
mately £1,000,000. if the Labor Govern-
ment considered that the agricultural In-
dustries and the people living in the coun-
try districts-the men on the land in par-
ticular-could afford to pay land tax to
return approximately £2,000,000, then It

has no argument in saying that the coun-
try people cannot reasonably bear the
burden of increased railway fares and
freights.

Mr. Evans: Are You identifying land
holders with all country people?

Mr. Hawke: Hie does not know what he
Is doing.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I think the land
tax would affect mostly everyone living In
the country. I would also direct attention
to a statement that the then Premier made
when he introduced the land tax. Much of
what he said was in direct conflict with
what his party supporters have said this
evening in this debate. I quote him as
follows:-

Generally, however, the position of
the farming community today, and
those engaged in it, is exceptionally
good.

The member for Northam, when he said
that, considered there was ample justifica-
tion for the imposition of tax on improved
agricultural land. The burden of the land
tax fell very heavily on those landowners
who held land in the highly rated districts.

The increases in railway fares and
freights are designed to be equitable over
the whole of the State, bearing in mind
the ability of the people to pay. Those
people in the far outback, by the telescopic
rating method, receive a very light burden
compared to what they might have re-
ceived if a flat rate had been charged. I
appreciate the fact-being a representative
of a country electorate that is affected by
this increase in railway fares and freights
-that the Government went fully into
the question and had a close look at what
might be done to ease the position; and
made a close investigation into the whole
of the rate book.

It is Interesting to note that the Gov-
ernment was able, in certain instances, to
even reduce freights and give incentives
to people to use the railways. I refer in
particular to the cartage of fuel. We know
that many farmers come to the metro-
politan area, for the purpose of carting
back fuel; and they use, as an excuse for
the trip, the carting of stock or produce
down to the metropolitan markets.

Mr. Evans: Do you approve of that?
Mr. I. W. MANNING:, I have no objec-

tion to that-the reducing of freight
charges on fuels and the like.

Mr. Norton: And increasing them on
stock.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The Government
must give some incentive to the farmer
to use the railways for the purpose of
transporting the fuel, which is a very big
item indeed.

Mr. Norton: will not the increase for
stock offset the decrease on fuel?
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* Mr. 1. W. MLANNING: No; I would con-
sider it would not, because apart from stock
there are many other agricultural pro-
ducts which are carted to market today and
within a reasonable distance of the metro-
politan area; and any encouragement In
this way to use the railways must be for
the general benefit and also come out on
the right side so far as the primary pro-
ducer Is concerned. I think that the study
that has been made of the rate book and
the whole question of railway freights in-
dicates. that these concessions will achieve
the objective for which they are designed.

I do not want to comment at length on
this question. I had a good look at the
whole of the rate book and the adjust-
ments in freight charges, and the effect
they would have on the community in
general both in the metropolitan area and
throughout the country districts, and I
cannot feel that it is beyond the ability of
the traveller in the metropolitan area to
pay this increase, or the primary producer
in country districts to face up to these
additional charges.

As I said earlier, I realise that any addi-
tional costs against people living in the
country are difficult ones to face up to;
but when the over-all picture Is looked
at, the men on the land who are among
the greatest taxpayers of the country,
know that these costs have to be met.
If they do not meet them out of one
pocket, they meet them out of another.
The Government has no other income
other than that received by way of taxa-
tion, whether it is direct or indirect taxa-
tion, or by charges levied. Therefore, the
general taxpayer knows that these costs
have to be met and that it is fairer to levy
them against the users of the railways than
to present some other excuse to achieve
the same results-such as the tax on agri-
cultural land which, in my view, was not
an honest method of covering the railway
deficit. Therefore, the amendment moved
by the Deputy Premier has my support,
and I offer the strongest objection to that
moved by the member for Boulder.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-on amend-
ment on the amendment) 110.28): 1 follow
a speaker who sought to do justice to an
amendment moved by the Deputy Pre-
mier. It appears to me that it would have
served the honourable member better, and
his party, had he sought to render mercy
to that amendment. In his attempt, he
failed; in the suggested attempt, be might
have succeeded, and would have achieved
more because the amendment as moved by
the Deputy Premier Is cring out loud for
such mercy.

The amendment by the Deputy Premier
Is to delete certain words of the amend-
ment moved by the member for Boulder.
it is my Intention not only to oppose but
to repudiate the effect of the amendment
moved by the Deputy Premier, aDd in so

doing I support, of course, the amendment
moved by my colleague, the member for
Boulder. The essence of this whole de-
bate, as I understand it, from the Opposi-
tion's point of view, is an expression of
censure on the Government for its cavalier
manner of increasing railway freights at
a most inappropriate time.

This move to impose increases has come
within the period closely associated with
the Federal Bud get, which has been,
described as a squib. The Budget, how-
ever, was designed by its author to curb
inflation; and it was designed and de-
livered by a Government of similar political
complexion to this one. it would seem
that there is some discord between the
Federal liberal - Country Party Govern-
ment and the Government of this State.
These Governments are like two bed!fel-
lows: they sleep in the same bed, but
they conjure up entirely different dreams-
The Federal Government brought out a
budget to curb inflation; and now the
State Government, at a most inappropriate
time, proposes to increase rail freights.

I wish to speak of the effect of these raiT
freights on the cost of living of country
people in general, and those who live in my
electorate on the goldfields in particular.
I accuse the Government, as I did last;
week, for its failure, prior to these inquiries
commencing, to take the initiative follow-
ing the last adjustment in the basic wage.
It did not take adequate and deliberate
steps to Preserve the Position arrived at
by the adjustment in the price-wage levels;
it did not preserve a type of equilibrium.
The Government now comes along and
adds a further weight on the side of the
costs which, of course, leaves the purchas-
Ing power of the consumers heavily out;
of balance.

The people in the country-and I speak
of those who live and work for wages;
and, after all, they constitute the majority
-do not mind trying to make ends meet.
What they object to most violently is
Government Interference. Surely there is
enough interference from private enter-
prise without Government interference too
move the ends further apart; and the
attempt to increase rail freights will do'
Just that.

It is a well-known fact, and I am surer
the members of the Country Party, In.
particular, will be inclined to agree with
me on this point, that the cost of certainl
commodities in the country areas is in
excess of the price of similar articles In
the metropolitan area. In the past it has
been found that the Increase between the
prevailing price in the country and that
in the metropolitan area has not always
been due to rail freights. In other wordsr
it would appear that the traders have
taken the opportunity to put certain of
the blame for the increase on rail freights.
The rail freights have hidden a multitude
of sins.

525



t6 [ASSEMBLY.]

Members of the Government parties have
ibo0inted out that in some instances there
-will be reductions. I venture the opinion
that the decreases, if any, will not mean

:,afy bendflt for people living in the coun-
try. The prices of the commodities will
still reflect not only the increase in rail

'freights, but a little extra that will be
'%tked on and blamed on to rail freights.
in other words, there will still be a multi-
tude of sins; and the number will prob-
ably be multiplied. I speak particularly of
the people of the goldfields because I know
that area better than any other; and I am
interested in the ability of the ordinary
people who work on the mines or whose
livelihood depends indirectly on the mining
industry.

On the 25th July the Arbitration Court
adjusted the basic wage in the three land
divisions of the State. These adjustments
were: 6s. id. for the south-west land di-
vision; 5s. lid, for the metropolitan area:
and 7s. Id. for the goldfields. As a result
the basic wage in the metropolitan area at
present Is £14 12s. 3d.; and the basic wage
on the goldfields, despite the fact that the
goldfields adjustment was the biggest, is
only £14 5s. ld. In other words, the basic
wage on the goldfields is trailing that in
the metropolitan area; and that is before
the incidence of any increase in rail
freights.

Now we will find that the disparity be-
tween the cost of living on the goldfields
and that in the metropolitan area will
become greater. This Government, instead
of making an attempt to curb the cost of
living in the country areas, is emphasising
the position: and the members of the Gov-
ernment-particularly the Country Party
members-are defending that policy.

It would seem that the party machine
is getting out of balance. It defies corn-
mnonsense, and above all it reacts against
common loyalty. If a member represents
a certain area, he should represent it to
the best of his ability. in this instance
the party machine has rebelled against
common decency.

Recently I compared the prices adver-
tised by a certain well-known food fair
which has several branches in the metro-
politan area and in other parts of the
State, including Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
The Daily News of Wednesday, the 10th
August. contains a full page advertise-
nment of various articles and the prices
at which they were available in the
metropolitan area shops. In The Kalgoor-
lie Miner of Thursday. the 11th August-
the next day-there appeared a similar full
page advertisement, but the prices of the
same commodities were entirely different.

I mention this to show that before the
Incidence of increased rail freights there
is a big disparity between the cost of liv-
ing on the goldfields and that in the metro-
politan area. This shows the unfairness of
the imposition of anything that will

emphasise the difference. What this coun-
try is crying out for is action to curb that
difference, not emphasise it. Here are
some of the items together with Perth and
Kalgoofi'e prices-

Kalgoorlie Perth

Milo .. .
Tins of pink salmon
Imperial meats ..
Jams .. ...
Maggi soups... ..
Persil ... .. ..

s. d.
2 6
2 10
2 2
2 6
1 0
1 83

.
2
2
1
,2

1

There will be an increase of 74 per cent.
or is. 6d. in the pound, in "C"-class
freights; and a great variety of food items
are included in that scale. So they will be
subject to an increase of Is. 6d. in the
pound. I have mentioned some of those
food items in the above list.

The question of increased rail freights
and their effect on the cost of living is so
closely associated with the wage question
that it is interesting to recall the com-
ments of the Premier made only a few
weeks ago following the basic wage adjust-
ment made by the Arbitration Court. At
the time, the Premier was commenting on
the adjustment of 7s. id. applying to the
goldfields and other outback areas. The
honourable gentleman said-this was re-
ported in The West Australian and also
The Kalgoorlie Miner-

The increase on the goldfields must
-be causing the greatest concern to the
mining industry and all employed in it.

For what that statement is worth, I would
say it could be washed away in the croco-
dile tears that the Premier must have shed
at the time, or must be shedding now when
he has agreed to the imposition of rail
freights to the goldfields. But a few weeks
ago he deplored the fact that the workers
on the goldfields were to be paid an extra
7s. id. per week to offset the difference in
the price of food items, such as those I
have mentioned.

I now wish to speak on the effect these
increases in railway freights will have on
the morale of the people in the country,
and on those people who are keen and
enthusiastic in their endeavours to decen-
tralise the population in the country areas.
I am speaking particularly of a group that
is operating in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder
area. This group is tackling a very diffi-
cult task. The Minister for Industrial De-
velopment is fully aware of the limiting
factors associated with any endeavour
that is made to bring new industries to
the goldfields. yet this group has taken
upon itself the duty of compiling a very
comprehensive account of the facilities al-
ready existing In the goldfields; climatic
details; the geographical position; and
other natural features of the district. It has
endeavoured 'to point to the potentialities
of the g'oldflelds and the confidence that
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has been placed in that area by the Gov-
ernments in the past. I refer particularly
to the efforts of our own past Labor Goy-
ermnent by way of the expenditure made
through the Rural and Industries Bank,
and also that spent by Private enterprise.

Members of the Government may be
surprised to find that I have some praise
to heap on that order of society. How-
ever, I do give commendation to certain
people who have, in the last few years,
imbued confidence in the goldfields, 'which
apparently was a result of the lead given
to them by the 1956-59 Hawke Govern-
ment which, of course, was responsible for
the fine banking institution that has been
established in that area. I wish to em-
phasise that this group in Kalgoorlie--
which has been working under great diffi-
culties but,' nevertheless, with great en-
thusiasm- is now confronted with a situ-
ation which it must face because of the
fact it will have to undersell its efforts in
encouraging people to establish industry
in the Kalgoorlie area. Railway freights
were high enough before without making
any further increases to them,

Surely the Minister for Railways realised
the existence of this group, because it
has had discussions with his department.
However, in effect, in appreciation of its
efforts, it has been slapped in the face
with a cold fish. It is only because I am
aware of the steadfastness of that com-
mittee that I have no fear that the in-
crease in railway freights will have any
effect upon its efforts in the future. I
am sure that its efforts will be even greater
because of the extra burden that has been
Placed upon it. It is obvious that the re-
presentatives of the mining industry are
most concerned at the action of the Gov-
ernment in increasing rail freights. It
has been reported in the Press that the
Chamber of Mines was to have discussions
with the Premier and the Minister for
Mines on the issue.

it is now history that the Chamber of
Mines, in 1959, desired at that time a
reduction in rail freights. It certainly did
not seek any increases. That organisa-
tion was smart enough to try to do some-
thing about It by seeking information
from the Minister for Mines when he was
in Kalgoorlie recently, and it made at-
tempts to contact the Minister for Rail-
ways, the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, and the Premier, on this issue.
From what I have heard tonight, not only
from my own colleagues, but also from
members of the Government, as a result
of their efforts in trying to defend this
unholy action of the present Administra-
tion. I am sure that the machine which is
driving this Government has gone berserk
and the Government is now trying to close
the garage doors after the machine has
got away.

We recall what went on at Midland
Junction Workshops and we know what
is going on at present. We know that this
Government is paying more for some rail-
way machinery parts which are being
manufactured by private firms than it
would if those parts were manufactured'
by the machines and the men in the rail-
way workshops at Midland Junction. I
hope the Minister for Railways does not
imagine that the Grants Commission will
completely ignore the situation that exists
at the Midland Junction Workshops, be-
cause he was fearful that that Com-
mission might peruse very closely the ad-
ministration of the Railways Department
and question the fact that railway freights
have not been increased. If the Grants
Commission does not query what is going
on at the Midland Junction Workshops, it
will be failing in its duty. I feel certain
it will ask for an explanation. Perhaps
the Minister for Railways will then give
the explanation which he should have
given to this House.

In brief, the effect of the increase in rail
freights will be to place an added burden
on country people in Particular and especi-
ally on those people who are the least ablea
to afford the increase; that is, those people
who are on fixed Incomes. They are the
people who, when they have attempted to
have adjustments made to their wages
through union representation have had
their efforts frowned upon by the Govern-
ment and particularly by the Premier.
These are the people who are least able to
afford any increase in rail freights and
the corresponding increase in the cost of
living.

I do not intend to say anything more
except that I protest most strongly against
the action of the Government and support
most heartily the amendment moved by
the member for Boulder.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara--on amend-
ment on the amendment) L10.55): I sup-
port the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Boulder, and I disagree with the
proposed deletion of some of the words in
that amendment and the insertion of other
words proposed by the Deputy Premier.
During the first year I sat in this House
when the Address-in-Reply debate was in
progress, a similar motion to this was be-
fore the Chair. At that time I believe
the then Premier had moved an amend-
ment which received practically no sup-
port and the motion was subsequently put
and negatived. There was quite some con-
sternation over that, and the leader of
the Country Party, on that occasion, moved
another amendment to the Address-in-
Reply at a later stage. Something very
similar to what has happened here to-
night happened then. The then Minister
for Education, the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn, moved an amendment to the amend-
ment to delete certain words with a view
to inserting other words.
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Th. other evening the Minister for Rail-
ways made reference in his speech to what
,be considered was a political farce created
'by the Opposition in moving this amend-
anent. I consider that the member for
Boulder, as a member of the Opposition,
bad a. perfect right to move his motion,
and I thoroughly agree with it. But where
the political farce enters the picture and
the inconsistency is evident, is in the
amendment on the amendment moved by
the Deputy Premier who was then leader
of the Country Party and who was in
Opposition at that time. He was most
critical of the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn in 1958. He was
not the only one who was critical. The
member for Harvey rose in his defence,
and I felt he was of the opinion that, in
view of the fact that three Country Party
members had spoken, a member of the
Liberal Party should speak to the debate.

In reading from the speech that he made
on that occasion, when criticising the
moving of an amendment on the amend-
ment, the member for Harvey, who tonight
supports that type of motion, at that
stage said this--

I oppose the amendment on the
amendment moved by the Minister for
Education and I feel that the Govern-
ment is trying to turn this Chamber
into a circus for the benefit and enter-
tainment of those members in the
Government back benches.

That is what he thought of amendments
on amendments. The member for Vasse,
the present Minister for Lands, who no
doubt will vote for this amendment on
the amendment, was even more outspoken
against this type of motion. His remarks
In 1958, were as follows:-

I oppose the amendment an the
amendment moved by the Minister

* 'or Education because this Govern-
*-ment has set a precedent in amending

Its own Speech which it has presented
to Parliament. I cannot remember
any other occasion in the history of

*-responsible Government in Wn stern
* Australia, when His Excellency has

presented a Speech to Parliament for
'consideration and the Goverment, of
the day agreed to an amendment to it
so that when the Speech was returned
to His Excellency those presenting it
bhad to say, "And the Speech has been
amended by deleting so-and-so and
adding such-and-such."

if the Government considers that
the amendment moved by the Leader
of the Country Party is not satisfac-
tory or worthy, I say that if our sys-
tem is to be maintained the Govern-
ment should take steps to defeat it,
because It is only casting a reflection
on its own administration when it Is
-prepared to accept silly, ridiculous
amendments to the amendment which

will be tacked on to His Excellency's
Speech. I violently-if I may say so-
oppose the Principle of the Govern-
ment ridiculing His Excellency's
Speech.

Mr. Roberts: There are amendments on
amendments. Read out what the amend-
ment was in 1958.

Mr. BICKERTON: In answer to the hon-
ourable member, he will find that all the
speeches are not criticising this type of
amendment on the amendment; they are
criticising the principle of amendment on
amendment. I can understand the em-
barrassment the present amendment on
the amendment must be to you, Mr.
Speaker, because I want to quote what the
member for Blackwood had to say in 1958.
He said-

I must oppose the amendment on
the amendment because the whole
thing is undignified. Here we have
a speech from the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor in his capacity as representative
of the Queen. The proposition now is
to play the fool and do what, I think,
everyone will agree is nothing less
than farcical.

Mr. Hawke: Let us hope there is to be
a casting vote an the question before the
Chair.

Mr. BICKERTON: The member for
Blackwood continued as follows:-

This is no more than a gratuitous
insult to the Lieutenant-Governor.

If the Minister had given a little
more thought to the matter, or pos-
sibly if he had not been put up to it
like a small boy, he might have real-
ised that this sort of thing does
nothing at all to uphold the dignity
of Parliament. Can anyone imagine
the British House of Commons, re-
gardless of the Government, tagging
an amendment of this nature on to
the Queen's Speech? Does any hon-
ourable member think that the mem-
bers of the British House of Com-
mons would be so lacking in taste or
so lacking in regard to the feelings
of the Queen that they would be pre-
pared to play around with the Queen's
Speech and make a complete and utter
farce of it in this manner?

I feel, Sir, that is just what this amend-
ment to the amendment does. Perhaps if
you were again in the capacity of an ordin-
ary member on the floor of the House you
would feel the same way on this occasion.

The Leader of the Country Party, who
has moved the amendment on the amend-
ment now before us, had this to say on
that occasion-

I do not propose to take long in
speaking to this amendment, but I
oppose the Minister's move. I think
it is being childish. Quite obviously,
if the Government can carry this
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amendment it can defeat the motion:
therefore, if it did that, there would
be nothing on the record which would
go to the Lieutenant-Governor. That
Is the Procedure which one would ex-
pect if the Goverrnent had, as I pre-
sume it still has, the confidence of the
majority in this House.

I have no intention of speaking at great
length. If the Minister for Railways con-
tends the amendment to the Address was
something cooked up by the Opposition
as a political sham-that was the word
he used-what would the amendment on
the amendment be termed?

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne--on amend-
ment on the amendment) (11.5]: Having
heard the member for Murchison speak
on this occasion, I realise that he and I
have two things in common: Firstly, we
have common boundaries in our elec-
orates; secondly, we have one of the longest
railway lines serving portions of our elec-
torates. There is only one longer railway
line, and that is the one to Esperance.

The railway line to Meekatharra, unlike
the one to Esperance, does not enter a
very fine harbour. We have only one
means of transport to service the Mur-
chison. When the honourable member
addressed himself to the amendment on
the amendment he dealt with some very
ordinary items of freight--tea, coff ee,
butter, and vegetables. Although these are
essential commodities to the people in that
aera, they comprise only a small portion
of the aggregate freight.

He dealt with diesel fuel for power
stations, and the retention of the existing
freight rate. He referred mostly to the
Kalgoorlie area, and he left totally un-
touched, even after an interjection by me,
the pastoral industry. Wool the only item
referred to by him on which there is to be
an increase of 5 Per cent. in the rate, will
actually be increased by 74 per cent.
Apparently, he did not look at the schedule.
Wool is included under classification "C"s
on which there is to be a 71 per cent. rise.

The only means by which people in the
Murchison can transport their commodi-
ties to Perth, other than by road transport,
is the railways. Transporting commodi-
ties from Meekatharra to Perth by rail,
instead of by road, necessitates an extra
distance of 200 miles. Therefore the
transport of goods by road from that area
to Perth would be 200 miles shorter than
by rail. I had hoped to defer my com-
ments until I received a reply to a question
on the notice paper. The information
would enable me to ascertain the exact
amount which industry in the Meeka-
tliarra, Kalgoorlie, Mt. Magnet, and Cue
districts will have to bear, as the result
of the extra burden to be imposed.

The commodities produced by the pas-
toralists. in most cases, have to be carted
200 or 300 miles to the nearest railhead

by road transport. That is not a, cheap
means to transport the produce. From the
ralihead the goods are transported from
Meekatharra to Midland Junction, a dis-
tance of 600 miles. In spite of the tele-
scopic freights, the costs are still high.

The People there are helping to develop
this State-in a portion which lacks a
large population. They are helping to
retain the population in that area. Every-
thing possible should be done to give
relief to the people carrying on In these
hazardous areas. They are hazardous,
because from season to season, depending
on the conditions, stock losses may be as
high as 50 to 75 per cent. Every pound
which they can save in expenses is so much
more encouragement for them to remain
there.

It appears to me that the proposed in-
crease of 124 per cent. on the freight on
cattle will divert the transport of cattle
from the railways to road transport. Cattle
transported by the railways from Meeka-
tharra in 1958 amounted to 10,648 head.
Sheep transported from the same district
amounted to 6,234 head. With the saving
of 200 miles by road transport, as against
rail transport, and in view of the Increase
of 121 per cent, in the freight on
cattle, it is more than likely that all
the livestock from that area will be trans-
ported by road. Thus the railways will
lose, and what the Minister for Railways
anticipates gaining from the rise of 121
per cent. will eventually result in a total
loss to the railway system.

Let us examine the transport of wool
from the Mt. Magnet district. The distance
between Mt. Magnet and Wubin is 400
miles by rail, and 200 miles by road. Wool
carted from Mt. Magnet to Wubin is not
being transported in competition with the
railways. It is quite reasonable to assume
that the increased freights will result in
more cartage of wool by road than by rail.
That will be another loss to the railways,

Substantial increases in freight are pro-
posed on all the commodities which are
required by stations to develop and to keep
the pastoral industry going. Not only will
rail freights be increased, but the cost of
road transport will also rise. The cost
of road cartage is reflected in the costs of
the pastoral industry. It can be reason-
ably assumed that all transport costs will
rise as a result of railway freight increases.

I am surprised the member for Mur-
chison did not deal with the pastoral in-
dustry, which is the biggest industry in
his electorate, and indicate to members
opposite how much the Proposed increases
will affect his electorate and the people
residing therein.

MR. JAMIE SON (Beeloo-on amend-
ment on the amendment) 1 11.11): This
debate, like the rest of the debate on the
Address-iD -Reply, has been remarkable for
the lack of support from the back benches
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of the Government for the proposed In-
crease in rail freights and other charges.
The Ministers have said that the people
they represent have accepted the increases,
and have acknowledged them to be essen-
tial to the finances of the State.

As late as today some effort was made
to justify the Government's action, and
a number of back-benchers on the Govern-
ment side rose to support the amendment
on the amendment. They said a few
words in the debate in order to comply
with the requests of the Ministers, who
no doubt, felt that they were being let
down by the back-bench members.

We do not find many old stagers in this
House among the speakers supporting the
amendment on the amendment. For in-
stance, the member for Mt. Marshall did
not defend these freight increases; the
member for Murray did not get on his
feet to defend the new rate of charges;
neither did the member for Avon Valley
defend them.

Mr. W. Hegney: Very unlikely that they
will.

Mr. JAMIFSON: That is so. The Govern-
ment directed some newly-elected mem-
bers-babes in the woods in political ex-
perience-to get on their feet to defend
the Government's action. We heard them
this evening. The member for Narrogin,
who is generally prepared to accept the
line of least resistance, shot a few salvos
in support of his confreres opposite,
but there was nothing really in what he
said. We can completely Ignore the other
more experienced speaker who defended
the action of the Government. The rest are
comparatively new and inexperienced
members of Parliament, and they have a
lot to learn to avoid backing their minis-
terial colleagues on unpopular issues. No
doubt they will regret many of the things
they have said in this debate, when they
face their electors.

We will leave It to those people to take
care of the members who are just trying
to justify themselves with very little prac-
tical knowledge of what takes place,' as
has been indicated by the member for
Gascoyne. Their electors will deal with
them, so I do not have to worry about
them. In my, opinion they will certainly
have to do aL lot of explaining.

This move for an increase in freights
could Possibly be justified by a Government
of less calibre-at least in its opinion-
than the present Government; except for
the fact that we were led to believe that
we had financial messiahs to lead us in
all problems associated with State finance.
At least that was the indication that was
given us when the Government members
sat in Opposition, and was also the in-
dication given to the electors at the last
election. Surely, if they were such great
financial wizards, there should be no need

to resort to the common practice of in-
creasing freights to overcome problems
associated with. State finance!

We have heard much talk of the rail-
way finance and its effect so far as the
Grants Commission is concerned; but
surely the Grants Commission members
are not so gullible that they would not
be concerned with a Government which,
while being prepared to raise freights, is
intending to give vast sums of money to
people who are quite well able to finance
their own ventures, fly doing this the
Government has defeated its own argu-
ment that the increase of £1,100,000 was
in fact, caused by the requirements of the
Grants Commission.

The Grants Commission, as I under-
stand it, takes a lot of liberties in regard
to finance. It is true that we possibly do
not Come as close to the average freight
charges in the various States; but it is
also true that this State has peculiarities
in regard to the railways that the other
States do not experience;, and those
peculiarities in themselves warrant special
consideration and do, in fact, receive that
consideration from financial bodies such
as the Grants Commission. Having that
in mind, we cannot ever hope to reach the
ratio of working expenses to the income
of the railways that a. State such as Vic-
toria would reach by the very nature of
the State it is. Consequently we must
expect that we will receive treatment far
and above that which the Ministers would
now have us believe would be meted out
to us by the Grants Commission.

One of the gravest worries I have in
connection with a matter such as an in-
crease of rail freights is its effect on the
popular cry for decentralisation. It does
not matter very much so far as the metro-
politan area is concerned because most of
our freights are paid only one way. But
when it comes to the country where people
are being encouraged to settle-and indeed
the Minister for Industrial Development
has canvassed many in this regard-the
residents there are going to be affected
by the carriage of goods both ways. They
will find it will cost far more for them to
obtain products; and, on the other hand,
it will mean a greater amount to be set
aside to get their various products to the
markets.

Therefore it is itself defeating a purpose.
On the one hand the Government is pre-
pared to induce the industries to come here
by making certain financial promises; and,
on the other hand, it is prohibiting them
from coming here because the markets will
be out of their reach by virtue of the fact
that the railway freights will be so high
that they will not be able to compete
economically with similar manufacturing
firms in other parts of the Commonwealth
and, possibly, in other parts of the world.

This Country Party-Liberal Party strange
alliance on this issue might well be re-
ferred to the President of the Country
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Party of some few years ago who suggested
that he would have no truck with a
gobbledygook leader-then referring, of
course, to the present Premier when he
was Leader of the Opposition. Now he
must be beginning to realise that he and
his members have to suffer the humilia-
tion of a gobbledygook leader and are, in
fact, part of a gobbledygook Government
which is actually getting us nowhere but
merely increasing all the costs which it
indicated to us were far too excessive when
those now occupying the benches on this
side of the House were in government.

Therefore I suggest that all those fin-
ancial messiahs who were on the horizon
when in Opposition put their thinking caps
on and use other financial means to gain
their ends; and refrain from placing the
lesser members of their parties into their
firing lines to justify their actions when
the leader and more experienced members
of their party are not prepared to back
them up.

MR HAWKE (Northam-on amendment
on the amendment) [11.22]: 1 oppose the
deletion of the words as proposed by the
Deputy Premier. It is most unusual to
have a new scale of Increased railway
freights brought before Parliament in the
manner which we see operating at present.
Railway freights are increased by executive
action; and the taking of such executive
action by the Government of the day, fol-
lowed by some formal procedure, makes the
proposed new scale of higher railway
freights operative; and no action by Par-
liament is required in any shape or form.
No regulation even has to come to Par-
liament, let alone any alteration to the
Railway Act. Therefore any decision to
increase railway freights is clearly and
totally the decision of the Government
and not the decision of Parliament.

This Is the only occasion I can remem-
ber when the situation has changed. To-
day, as the result of a move already made
by the Deputy Premier and one fore-
shadowed by him, should his present move
succeed, members of this House will either
approve or disapprove of the proposed new
scale of railway freights. If we were to
disapprove in the vote which will take
place later on, such disapproval would
have no legal effect, because the legal pro-
cess necessary to increase railway freights
has either already been taken or is in the
process of being taken by the executive-
the Government.

The only effect of whatever decision is
made here in the matter will be that an
amendment will be tacked on to the
Address which this House of Parliament
will send to His Excellency the Governor
to thank him for the Speech with which
he opened Parliament.

I am somewhat at a loss to know why
the Deputy Premier would try to create a
situation in this House which will compel
his own Country Party supporters in the

Parliament and also the Liberal rank-and-
file members in this House to publicly
record their approval of the increased rail
freights already decided upon by the mem-
bers of the Government. Frankly I do not
blame the Deputy Premier or his minis-
terial colleagues for the action they are
taking. I suppose there is some degree,
if not a reasonable degree, of justification
for the Ministers to spread the total re-
sponsibilty over as many shoulders as
Possible. At present the total responsibility
is upon the shoulders of the ten Ministers.

Should the Deputy Premier persist with
his moves and his final move be approved
in this House, then the responsibility will
be spread over 28 members of this House.
If a casting vote be necessary, it could
be shed over 27 members; although I sup-
pose that, for a casting vote to be neces-
sary. one of the 28 members would have
to be absent from the division as, of
course, the Premier is at present.

I cannot imagine that any rank-and-file
member of the Country Party or any rank-
and-file member of the Liberal Party will
be unrestrainedly happy at being forced
into a position by the Deputy Premier of
having to line up in a division to declare
his belief in the increase in rail freights
which is to take Place in the near future.
However, that is the responsibility which
is upon the Deputy Premier and a respon-
sibility which will be distributed over the
supporters of the Government in this House
should the move be followed to its final
conclusion.

I oppose the Proposed deletion of the
words from the amendment moved by the
member for Boulder mainly because the
wording of his amendment is largely-if
not totally-factual; whereas most of the
wording in the foreshadowed amendment
for the inclusion of other words by the
Deputy Premier is not factual.

I am not even able to understand why
the Deputy Premier should wish to move
to delete these words from what has been
moved by the member for Boulder-

We wish to protest strongly against
the burdens of additional cost which
increased railway freights will soon
Place upon those country people and
rural industries not able reasonably
to bear such burdens.

I think those words are tremendously in-
portant, and they are some of the words
which the Deputy Premier is moving to
delete. One would think that at least
those words, in what has been moved by
the member for Boulder, would receive
unanimous support in this HQUSe. The
wording In question does not ask the House
to protest against the burden of additional
cost which increased railway freights wmn
place upon country people and rural in-
dustries able reasonably to bear the in-
creased costs; it Seeks to Protest only
against the burden which increased rail-
usZy freights will Place upon People and
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rural industries unable reasonably to bear
the burden. Yet the Deputy Premier is
now moving to delete those words, and is
at least expecting all of his supporters to
line up, with him and vote to delete therm.

Mr. Graham: They will.
Mr. HAWKE: I would not like to be one

who would record a vote for the deletion of
the words I have quoted. Why should
anyone stand up in this House and vote
to put burdens upon country people and
rural industries which they are not able
reasonably to bear? I do not know whether
Country Party members who have spoken
on the amendment now before the House
understood the wording I have just read.
I am inclined to think they have not read
the wording at all, or have not read it
carefully, and have not understood it.
Some of them have already stood up in
their places and committed themselves to
vote for the deletion of these words. As
I said earlier, I would not like to be i
their positions later on if they vote for
the deletion of those words.

I can to some extent understand why,
on purely party-political grounds, they
might oppose some of the other parts of
the amendment moved by the member for
Boulder; but how they can, in comimon-
sense and in conscience, bring themselves
to vote for the deletion of those particular
words I have quoted, is beyond my under-
standing. It is certain these increased
railway freights will cause considerable
political repercussions throughout country
districts where the people and the in-
dustries concerned depend upon railway
transport to any substantial extent. I
think it is well known that when people
are hit in the pocket by a Government,
that is the timne they react strongly, and
they remember a blow of that kind for a
long time to come.

So, clearly, the rank-and-file farmers-
or many of them-will feel that their
present elected representatives in this
House have let them down, now that this
question of railway freights is to be de-
cided in the House as a result of the moves
made, and to be made, by the Deputy
Premier. I interjected the other night
when he first moved his amendment, and
foreshadowed his subsequent amendment,
that he was putting his own political sup-
porters in this House in the cart. Un-
doubtedly he is doing that. I think it is
as certain as anything can be in the future
that many rank-and-file farmers, particu-
larly in districts where they have Country
Party representation in this House, will
begin to work and organise to ensure that
those Country Party members are opposed,
either by other endorsed Country Party
members at the next election, or by un-
endorsed Country Party members, or in-
dependent Country Party members.

I do not know whether the Deputy
Premier has given to his Country Party
supporters in this House some sort of

guarantee that no dual or multiple en-
dorsements will be made by the Country
Party at the next election where sitting
Country Party members already exist, in
order to get their support in this House for
his proposed further amendment. He may
have done that. However, it would not
matter whether he had done it or not,
because I think the movement amongst
rank-and-file farmers in the districts con-
cerned will be so strong as to ensure that
unendorsed Country Party candidates will
be in the field against the present sitting
Country Party members if the C.D.L. at
the next election decides only to endorse
the present sitting members,

That is a consideration which I think
should have some weight with the mem-
bers here who are vitally concerned in this
miatter. I say again that the wording of
this amendment moved by the member for
Boulder is broadly factual from beginning
to end; whereas the amendment fore-
shadowed by the Deputy Premier is far
from factual in some important respects.

The member for Boulder's amendment
sets out the protest to which I have
already referred, and it is also a protest
'against the increased rail fares in the
metropolitan area. It then goes on to
express regret at the breaking of promises
by Country Party Ministers in regard to
increases in railway freights; and the
breaking of an assurance given by the
Present Premier during the last election
campaign, to the effect that the whole of
the Liberal Party's policy would be directed
against rising costs. The whole of the
amendment moved by the member for
Boulder, therefore, is factual.

The facts are admitted; they cannot be
denied. Yet the Deputy Premier would
have the House delete practically the
whole of that amendment; and his sub-
sequent amendment would have the House
include some statements which are very
wide of the mark, as far as being factual
is concerned. For instance, his fore-
shadowed amendment would describe the
proposed increase in railway freights as a
very moderate increase-not a moderate
increase but a very moderate increase. As
I said yesterday, those who are on the
receiving end of these proposed increases
in railway freights will not consider them
very moderate, or even moderate; they
will consider them severe, and very severe.

At this stage, I do not want to quote
what was said by the General President
of the Farmers' Union, Mr. Grant
MacDonald, about the proposed increases,
because other members who have spoken
prior to this have read to the House his
appropriate comments. He is under no
delusion as to the severity of the proposed
increases, nor as to the detrimental effect
which they will have in many directions in
country areas. He has no political axe
to grind. As far as I am aware he would
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be a supporter of the Country Party, and
therefore his description of the increases
would be factual, accurate, and reliable.

It is all very well for the Deputy Premier
to try to get this House to say that the
proposed increases are very moderate.
The Deputy Premier has a mighty big
political axe to grind in the matter. He
has to try to escape from a clear-cut
promise which he gave to the electors 18
months ago in the matter. So he is in
all kinds of difficulties; and we can appre-
ciate how desperately anxious he is to
tone the whole thing down. As a matter of
fact, at one stage, when I was listening to
him, and at another stage when I was
listening to the member for Narrogin, I
thought they were going to reach the point
where they would assert that these pro-
posed increases in railway freights, when
applied, would be a blessing to the farmers
and to the country people.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Not likely!

Mr. HAWKE: That is the point they
almost reached. We listened to the
member for Narrogin, and to a lesser extent
the member for Murchison, talking about
the chicken-feed concessions which are
being made available in these proposals-
chicken-feed concessions. The member for
Narrogin was pouring out his gratitude to
the Government-

Mr. W. A. Manning: They are better
than none at all.

Mr. H.AKE: -for the chicken-feed
concessions. In the net result, there are
no concessions.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Yes there are!
Mr. HAWKE: There is an increased

payment to be made by the country people
of Western Australia, of over £1,000,000 a
year, as a net result of these proposals by
the Government.

Mr. Graham: That is the point.
Mr. HAWKE: It amazes me that the

member for Narrogin, and to a lesser
extent the member for Murchison, can wax
enthusiastic about these chicken-feed con-
cessions, and take the terrific kick in the
face of a £1,000,000 a year increase with-
out any complaint or Protest. Worse still,
they are going to line up later on and
support that E1,000,000 a year increase. It
is a great Pity the member for Avon Valley
will not get up and tell us frankly what
he thinks. Unfortunately, he has ceased
to be a runner; he has turned himself
into a trainer. He now trains the member
for Toodyay. I must say that whereas
the member for Avon Valley was mighty
as a runner in this House, he is a hope-
less failure as a trainer.

Mr. Mann: Give me a chance! I have
not started yet.

Mr. HAWKE: In fact, when I was
listening to the member for Toodyay, I
thought to myself. "Well, the only thing
the member for Avon Valley has used

upon the member for Toodyay Prior to
the member for Toodyay making his
speech tonight, must have been an L.C.L.
syringe."

Mr. Moir: A tranquilising drug!
Mr. HAWKE: Maybe I should warn the

member for Toodyay to beware-
Mr. Craig: I have got a good adviser.
Mr. HAWKE: -because the member for

Avon Valley, I understand, is still as en-
thusiastic as ever to destroy Country
Party members one by one.

Mr. J. Hegney: He is what you would
call an under-cover man, is he?

Mr. Mann: You will force me to my feet,
soon, and you will be sorry.

Mr. HAWKE: I would be delighted.
Mr. Mann: Next week is the time.
Mr. Jamieson: When the increase in

railway freights is dealt with.
Mr. HAWKE: I shall await that time

with pleasure. I sum up what I have said
in this House tonight by saying that the
amendment moved by the member for
Houlder is factual in every respect, and
therefore appropriate; whereas the amend-
ment foreshadowed by the Deputy Premier
is not factual. It seeks to gloss over a situa-
tion which will be very serious indeed in
view of the burden it will impose on many
people and industries in the country.
Therefore to the extent it does that, it is
a distasteful move and one which should
not receive any support in this House, let
alone a majority support.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Railways-on amendment on the amend-
ment) [11.47]: I rise to support the
amendment moved by the Deputy Premier.
I think the observations of the Leader of
the Opposition are rather quaint. On the
one hand, he says that it is an awful thing
for members on this side of the House to
vote in support of the words which the
Deputy Premier seeks to insert; and, on the
other hand, he thinks, of course, it is a
commendable thing for the members on
his side of the House-and, if he could
persuade them, a commendable thing for
some of the members on this side of the
House-to vote for the amendment moved
by the member for Boulder. But, of course,
he cannot have It both ways. On the one
hand, the member for Boulder has moved
an amendment which seeks to criticise and
protest; and, on the other hand, the Deputy
Premier has moved an amendment which
seeks to be explanatory and factual in
respect of the freight adjustments that
are being made.

Politics, being what they are, take some
funny twists; and if one looks back to
1953, when the present Leader of the op-
position was Premier, one finds that, at
page 12 of Vol. 1 of the 1983 Parliamentary
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Debates, the then member for Maylands-
now the member for Mt. Lawley-asked
this question of the then Premier, who is
now the Leader of the Opposition-

In view of the statement contained
in his policy speech that rail fares
would be progressively reduced, how
does he reconcile that statement with
the report published in The West Arts-
trai e on the 5th August to the effect
that a Cabinet subcommittee would be
meeting next week to discuss an in-
crease in railway fares and freights?

The reply given was typical of the adroit-
ness of the Leader of the Opposition when
he is in a tight corner, because he said-

The deterioration in railway finance
in the last three years has been ever
so much worse than this Government
anticipated.

That was the start of the back-pedalling.
Mr. Oldfleld: I anticipated that reply

in explanation.
Mr. COURT: We then move on to page

599 of the same volume of the Parlia-
mentary Debates and we find the following
questions asked by the member for Mur-
ray--

Further to the announcement in
tonight's Daily News that railway
freights will be Increased from 20 to
35 per cent., does he consider that
he is keeping faith with the electors
of Western Australia? I refer him to
his statement in his policy speech pub-
lished in The West Australian on the
23rd January last, in which he was
reported to have said-

Labor would make an all-out
effort to prevent railway freights
from rising above their existing
levels until land settlement con-
solidation, closer settlement and
other efforts allowed reductions.

Mr. Moir: Whilst you have that volume
there, read out what the member for Roe
had to say at page I11.

Mr. COURT: I will continue the ques-
tion, which reads as follows:-

In view of the fact that the Premier
knew the position, does he consider he
was justified in making that promise?

Now 'we see the greatest back-pedalling of
all time. It took exactly the equivalent of
a full column in Hansard to answer that
question and I am reminded of interjec-
tions from those on the other side of the
House who often remark that I have too
much to say, when I say now that this
answer is nothing but words and more
words. This is rather clever. It reads as
follows:-

I knew the financial position of the
railways only as disclosed in the public
Press from time to time to the end
of December, 1952, and, speaking from
memory, possibly to the end of Janu-
ary, 1953, but noe later. The finances

of the railways deteriorated very badly
during the remainder of the financial
year 1952-1953,-

That was when he was in office, of course,
Mr. Graham: For a few weeks.
Mr. COURT: If I remember correctly,

the election that year was held in Feb-
ruary.

Mr. Watts: The Government took over
on the 23rd February, 1953.

Mr. COURT: Continuing-
-and have continued to deteriorate
very seriously during the first quarter
of the current financial year that will
end on the 30th of this month.

When I returned from England and
before I attended the Premiers' Con-
ference early in August, it was obvious
to me that the increasing of railway
freights could not be avoided, and so
the one big objective I had at the
Premiers' Conference was to try to
obtain for Western Australia, by way
of taxation reimbursement and supple-
mentary grant, a total payment suffi-
ciently large to obviate the necessity
of making any increase in railway
freights or alternatively if that could
not be achieved, an amount sufficiently
large to ensure that any increase
would be only small. Unfortunately,
as is now well known, the Common-
wealth Government agreed to increase
the total payment to Western Austra-
lia this financial year under the two
headings I have mentioned by only
4.06 per cent. above the total Payment
of last year.

Then he went on to explain why he had
to make freight adjustments on a really
savage scale--to use his own expression-
beca use of a set of circumstances. In spite
of that, he had given his electors an un-
qualified undertaking that not only would
freights be held, but that, in fact, on the
happening of certain events, they would
be reduced.

Mr. Kelly: History repeats itself.
Mr. COURT- Let us examine what the

Deputy Premier said in his policy speech.
This is an actual record of the transcript
from which the Leader of the Country
Party spoke in 1959. It reads as follows--

We will not agree to any general
increase in rail freights 90 per cent, of
which are borne by country residents.
Losses Must be reduced to a minimumn
by eficient management, economical
working and good service. Public
confidence might be. more easily re-
gained if all goods, except perhaps
dangerous goods, were cantied at
commissioner's risk and a small per-
centage Increase in freight rates could
then be made.

Just look at the difference between the
wording of that undertaking to the people
of the State and the undertaking given bY
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the Leader of the -opposition to the people
of Western Australia in 1953. Any fair-
minded person, I think, would say from the
remarks of the Leader of the Country
Party in his policy speech That no freight
adjustments were to be made until it had
been amply demonstrated that action was
taken to increase the efficiency of the rail-
ways, to reduce the deficits and remove
certain objectionable features.

Mr. Hawke: That is not what the people
of Western Australia read.

Mr. COURT: Of course the Leader of
the Country Party cannot be responsible
for what appears in the paper.

Mr. Hawke: He could have corrected it.

Mr. COURT: He has his policy speech
just as the Leader of the Opposition has
bis.

Mr. Hawke: He could have corrected it.
Why didn't he? He didn't even try.

Mr. COURT: All this adds up to the
tact that what I said in responding briefly
and spontaneously to the amendment
moved by the member for Boulder was
correct. I was correct when I said that
this was nothing more than a political
sham.

Mr. Toms: You know all about that.
Mr. COURT: The railways of this State

at the present time are suffering a con-
tinuation of something that has been going
on in the State for years. I refer to party-
political attack from without, and from
within. At this Point of the railways'
history it is terribly important that we
get them on to an even keel, so that they
can take their proper place in the trans-
port system of this State. If the Labor
Party is going to try to use the railways
as a party-political machine, the people
they will damage will be the people who
work in the railways.

Mr. Graham: Tommyrot! You have
undermined the confidence of the workers
in the railways and you know it.

Mr. COURT: The member for East
Perth, of course, might not know as much
as he thinks he does about the rank and
file in the railways.

Mr. Graham: He might know more than
you think he does.

Mr. COURT: He cannot know as much
as he thinks he does about the general
standard of morale in the railways-

Mr. Graham: Where did you learn it:
around Dalkeith?

Mr. COURT: -because in spite of all
that has been done by the Labor Party
to try to incite these people against the
present Government, the fact remains that
we are getting better performance out of
the railwayi men today than the Labor
Government ever got.

Mr. Graham: The results of our activi-
ties. There has never been so much dis-
satisfaction in the railways.

'Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. COURT: The member for East

Perth would like to think that; he tries
to cause dissatisfaction.

Mr. Graham: No; they come to us.
Mr. COURT: The member for East

Perth tried to cause dissatisfaction and
he finds he is not doing too well. They
have men inciting these people in the
workshops but they are not achieving the
results for which they hoped.

Mr. Graham: I thought you said we
were doing it. Who is this, "they' to whom
you refer?

Mr. COURT: Of course the member for
East Perth is doing this; the A.L.P. cer-
tainly is. The honourable member feels
that unless he gets these railway men
worked up to some fever pitch of hatred
against the Government, his party will
have no chance of winning the next elec-
tion. But if he continues doing what he
is, he will be helping us to win the next
election.

Mr. Graham: Speaking for myself, I
have not made a speech to one railway
employee. You are making this up as you
go along.

Mr. COURT: I happen to be Minister
for Railways, and I have some knowledge
of what goes on in the system. I have
some knowledge of the action taken to
incite these men: and it is to the credit
of the men concerned that they are not
influenced by all this inflammatory talk.
There might have been a time, when this
Government first took over, that they were
swallowing this story; but they have got
over that now and they know that we
are trying to do a decent job in an en-
deavour to place the railways on a sound
footing.

The amendment moved by our Deputy
Premier is a logical one. It reads--

This House appreciates the reasons
which rendered it necessary for the
Government to make a very moderate
increase in railway freights, such in-
crease being considerably less than
one-half that needed to compensate
for increased railway wages and salary
costs of approximately £2,100,000.

Mr. Graham: Another smack at the
workers' pay envelopes.

Mr. COURT: It is nothing of the sort.
Mr. Graham: Of course it is!

Mr. COURT: It demonstrates an atti-
tude of responsibility by the Government.
I venture to suggest that if the party to
which the member for East Perth belongs
had been in power it would hairs gone the
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whole way in connection with the freight
increase; the honourable member would
have been chasing £2,000,000.

Mr. Graham: Now you are guessing
again.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member's
Government was prepared to go for
£12,000,000 in 1953 after saying there would
be no increase. We are only seeking to get
£1,100,000 from this increase.

Mr. Graham: We would not have played
political puff -puffs on the Burakin-Bonnie
Rock line.

Mr. COURT: How hypocritical can one
get? On the one hand, we hear from.
members opposite that 90 per cent.-or
even more-of this increase is going to
be borne by the people in the country.
If they are going to pay 90 per cent, of
this increase, then surely they are entitled
to some consideration in relation to the
seasonal opening of these lines. If they
are going to foot most of the bill, then
they are entitled to this consideration.

Mr. Graham;. For political reasons.
Mr. COURT: On this question of the

rates being moderate, I think it Is im-
portant to stress again that this increase
was not made with a straight out upward
adjustment based on a percentage of all
classifications. The member for Narro-
gin has dealt with this matter, and the
member for Mt. Hawthorn was inclined to
sneer at it.

Mr. W. Hegney: One farthing in the
pound on spices.

Mr. COURT: He refers to a reduction
of one farthing. This is where he puts
his head out; because when we examine
a Press report on this, we find that most
of the increases on household commodities
run in sixteenths of a penny per pound.

Mr. W. Hegney: But the total is
£1,100,000.

Mr. COURT: Most of the increases that
affect the everyday housekeeper are
measured in sixteenths and twenty-
fourths of a penny.

Mr. Graham: How is that to be passed
on to the housekeeper?

Mr. COURT: When it comes to a farth-
ing in the pound the member for Mt.
Hawthorn sneers at it.

Mr. Graham: How will the householder
get the benefit?

Mr. COURT: In framing this schedule,
instead of following slavishly the archaic
classifications that have been followed for
years. an attempt was made to introduce
science into it.

Mr. Graham: This week's funny story.
Mr. COURT: I am trying to give the

facts of the case. For the first time for
many years the railway staff faced up to
trying to produce a more simple and
sensible classification. That has been

done, with the result that many items are
the subject of reduction. Let us examine
some of these items that are the subject
of reduction. We find that because of
same ttems being put into first-class freight
classifications instead of second-class, the
drop will be from 281s. lid, per ton to
228s. per ton.

Mr, Graham: What item is that?
Mr. COURT: There are a number of

them. I will read the lot if the honour-
able member desires, but it will be a bit
tiresome.

Mr. Hawke: Read the lot.
Mr. COURT:, These are some of the

items--
Cement baths; Bends, brass or cop-

per; Brackets; Bulbs (plant); Cables
(5 tons); Chicory; Cisterns; cement,
concrete or fibro asbestos; Cocks stop;
Cocoa; Coffee and coffee essence;
Columns-cement; Cordage (5 tons);
Dyes: Essences; Fire arms; Fittings-
brass, copper, iron alloy; Fittings--
door and window; Ginger; Grates and
grating; Grids road run through;
Grindery; Handles; Hardware; Hinges;
Insulators; Petroleum jelly; Keys;
Locks; Matches; Medicines; Oils--
medicinal and household; Pedestals-
cement, concrete, fibro.

Mr. Graham: How much cheaper will
the people be able to buy matches as a
result of the reduction in freight?

Mr. COURT: If the freight on some
items has gone up, and In respect of others
has gone down, the storekeepers can
balance it. That is factual. I am not the
least bit dismayed by the guffaws of
members opposite because they do not
want to think that the country store-
keeper will do the honest thing.

Mr. Graham: Where there is an in-
crease in freight, the extra charge will be
passed on to the consumer; where there
is a reduction, the consumer will not get
the benefit.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
forgets that in these days of supermarkets
in the city there is quite a big business done
between the city and some country
residents. Probably one of the factors
which will keep the country storekeepers in
line with Price adjustments will be the
competition they are meeting from the city;
and, strangely enough, from the railway
system. To go on with the list, the items
include butter, flour, cement or concrete
pots, hemp or wire rope. Members opposite
cannot laugh at the reduction on the last-
mentioned item, because it is essential to
the goldfields.

The list also includes circular saws,
kangaroo skins, and taps. if the Leader of
the Opposition has some Interest in the
people who are Procuring kangaroo skins
he will be rather pleased with some of
the substantial reductions that are to be
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made. The list also includes spice, taps,
grease traps, T's, troughs, and troughing
wax.

I have here another group of items which
substantially affect the goldfields and many
country areas, and on which major reduc-
tions in freight are proposed. They include
plaster angles, calico bags, and asbestos
cement Plaster-reduced from 217s. 6d. to
103s. per ton, or a reduction of 114S. 6d.
per ton. There is a whole list of reduc-
tions ranging from ll4s. 6d. down to
lls. 3d. per ton.

I am not suggesting that every item will
be on the reduced side. We are aware that
the net result is to raise £1,100,000 of
extra revenue for the railways. I do want
to demonstrate that the charges are,
in fact, moderate, having regard to all
the circumstances, and that the schedule
has been arrived at in a sensible, sound and
practical manner. Had we desired to
impose these Percentages automatically to
all the classifications, we could have raised
the sum of £1,500,000.

In an effort to meet the situation, and
having consideration for the various in-
dustries, adjustments were made to the
schedules and will be reflected when the
Executive Council's order is issued. Relief
will be granted firstly in respect of S.E.C.
coal; secondly, in respect of super-
phosphate where the Increase is to be 10
per cent. instead of 20; and thirdly, in
respect of petroleum products going to the
country. It was also arranged there would
be no increase in the freight on coal going
from Collie to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. May: Are you serious?
Mr. COURT: Strangely enough, the

mining industry accepts my word, although
the member for Collie will not. I have
written to the Collie Road Board and put
this down in writing so that the board will
have the proposal on record. There will
be no increased costs to the State Elec-
tricity Commission in respect of the
freight on coal.

Mr. May: Your letter will clash with the
road board's letter which appeared in this
morning's Paper.

Mr. COURT: That is not my business. I
have answered the resolution sent to me
by the road board. I assured It there
would be no increase in the freight charges
to the State Electricity Commission, nor
will there be any increase in the freight on
coal carted to Kalgoorlie.

In connection with Petroleum Products.
which are of vital interest to all country
members-I am referring to the complete
range, Including motor spirit, distillate,
kerosene, and furnace oil-a special rebate
is to be granted on the basis of the "C"
classification minus 171 per cent. in the
case of private tank cars: and "C" classifi-
cation minus 7j per cent. in the case of
departmental tank cars. The object is to try
to recapture some of the business lost by

the railways to private transport particu-
larly In connection with primary producers,
who are quite within the law in bringing
some Produce to a terminal Port where
there are petroleum installations, and
returning with a load of petroleum
Products.

It is not expected the railways will
recapture all the lost business, but it is
expected that, with the inauguration of a
campaign, they will recapture some part of
it. I have heard members opposite
claiming that the Government should do
more to help and encourage the railways
to retrieve some of their lost freight.

The next point in the proposition of the
Deputy Premier is, and I quote-

and also being essential to prevent
this State from being further pena-
lised through the Grants Commission.

It is of no use trying to brush this off
idly as though it is of no consequence.
The fact is that if we do not take some
action to adjust the freight schedules, we
will suffer a penalty to the tune of
£1,000,000 a year. The Grants Commission
will not even shrug its shoulders if we
choose to keep the freights down; but if
we do, we must accept the consequences.
The consequences are that we will not
only lose freight we should collect, to
make us more comparable to the other
States, but we will also suffer a penalty
of £1,000,000 in the adjustment of the
grant.'

Mr. Bickerton: If You think these words
should be in the Governor's Speech why
did you not move to insert them origin-
ally?

Mr. COURT: When the honourable
member has been here a bit longer he
will realise that the Opposition, from time
to time, does make attempts to play
around with the reply to the Governor's
Speech.

Mr. Bickerton: You have the numbers
to defeat any amendment. Are you not
sure of your support?

Mr. COURT: If the honourable mem-
ber objects to additions to thie reply to
the Governor's Speech, I do not see
why the Opposition bothered to move the
amendment. We on this side certainly do
not like to see the reply to the Governor's
Speech having all sorts of appendages
affixed.

Mr. Bickerton: Will the amendment to
the amendment not become an append-
age? Why not Include the words in the
first place?

Mr. COURT: We are putting up an
amendment that makes sense. I invite
the honourable member's attention to the
fact that his leader on several occasions
moved an amendment to the Addres-in-
Reply, and It was always a motion to de-
lete all words after the word "that.", This
one seems to be a little more original and
starts off with "We wish,"1
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The third point in the amendment on
the amendment read-

And this House further assures
Your Excellency that freight rates will
be very considerably lower than those
in the standard States after the
approved increase has been made.

There has been a. tendency by members
opposite to brush this third point off as
being of -no consequence; but, In fact, it Is
very important. It is very important to be
able to avoid most, if not all, of the penalty
In respect of railway freights and at the
s.ame time keep the freights in this State
below the level existing in the other States.
That is something of an achievement.

Mr. Hawke: By whom?
Mr. COURT: It is something of an

achievement by the Treasury officials, be-
cause I should Imagine the Grants Com-
mission would be wanting to get the rates
on to a comparable basis with the other
States. The fact that these increases
bave been negotiated on a basis less than
the basis of the other States should surely
give some satisf action to the Leader of ,the
Opposition.

Mr. Hawke: Now they have a Govern-
ment which is surrendering.

Mr. COURT: We are not surrendering
to the Grants Commission.

Mr. Hawke: Of course you are!
Mr. COURT: -How did the Leader of the

Opposition arrive at the decision to put
freights up in 1953?

Mr. Hawke: It had nothing to do with
the Grants Commission.

Mr. Watts: You were not getting enough
money from the Commonwealth-the samte
argument in reverse.

Mr. Hawke: Not the Grants Commis-
sion.

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when Premier, found that all was
not beer and skittles in trying to adjust
the State's finances; and he was forced
into going back on his promise.

Mr. Hawke: That was after six disastrous
years of mismanagement by Mebarty-
Watts.

Mr. COURT: I remember the night the
honourable member made his policy speech.
He referred to the State's finances being
grim, and yet he was prepared to make
this promise in the light of that know-
ledge.

Mr. Graham: They were not grim; they
were grimmer.

Mr. Hawke: They are -certainly grim
now.

Mr. Watts: We all appreciate that one.
Mr. COURT: In dealing with the ques-

tion of freights, play has been made on
the impact which the increase will have
upon the mining industry. When mem-
bers study the published schedules, after

they become effective, I am sure they will
realise that the burden on the goldfields
areas is not as severe as they thought..

Mr. Hawke: Do you know what it costs
for mines like the one at Gwalia?

Mr. COURT: Representatives of the
mining Industry saw moe today, and they
wanted an assurance in regard to diesel
fuel and furnace oil, which was given,
because there will be no increase-in fact,
there will be a small reduction. They
wanted an assurance on coal. They
received that assurance, because there will
be no Increase. They wanted an assurance
that the present freight rate on pyrites
would remain until at least the 31st
December, by which time the Common-
wealth decision on the subsidy will be
known. That has been agreed to because
it was realised that it would be unfair to
put the freight rate up during the time
when the bounty for the industry was
under consideration by the Commonwealth
Government. Therefore, that freight will
continue at the present rate, including 25
per cent. subsidy which the State Govern-
ment has agreed to pay until the 31st
December.

Mr. Hawke: Will mines like the one at
Owalia have to meet increased costs?

Mr. COURT: There will be some.
Mr. Hawke: Do you think that that

mine, and smaller mines, can meet them?
Mr. COURT: It is not unusual for in-

dustries to be placed in this position. The
best thing a Government can do is to keep
costs down as well as it can. if one
relates the £1,100,000 which will be ob-
tained from the increase in freights against
the increased cost of salaries and wages--
£2,700,000-it is a fair contribution by the
railways--and, through them, the Trea-
sury-to try to assist these industries at
a time when they cannot bear any more
cost than is absolutely necessary.

Mr. Hawke: These increased freights will
create other additional costs.

Mr. COURT: To what extent?
Mr. Hawke; By the cost of living going

up in every country area; and it will put
up the basic wage again.

Mr. COURT: If the Leader of the Op-
position studies these freight increases, he
will appreciate they will not have much
eff ect on the cost of living in country areas,
because of where the incidence of the ad-
ditional freight is applied and the people
who will have to absorb the freight. It will
not have a great effect on the cost of living
in country areas. Coming back to the
question of costs to mines at Leonora and
other places, the price which they will have
to pay for fuel oil, whether it be diesel or
furnace oil, will be no different-in fact, it
will be slightly less. I think that is the
main worry that all seem to have.

Mr. Graham: We will see.



tWednesday, 17 August. 1960.]

Mr. COURT: When members see the
schedules, they will find that a lot of the
materials and equipment required by mines
are contained in the improved schedules,
and the eff ect will not be as severe as
was at first thought by some of the mining
companies. When the position was ex-
plained to the mining representatives who
saw me today, they expressed satisfaction
that the Government had gone out of its
way to consider the interests of these
industries before agreeing on the classifi-
cation, and before making any freight in-
creases.

Mr. May: Have you had a deputation
from the Farmers' Union yet?

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
knows that the Farmers' Union saw the
Premier before the actual freight increases
were announced and the Premier made the
position very clear to that deputation.

Mr. May: Did he tell them it was going
to be 20 per cent.?

Mr. COURT: He could not.

Mr. May: They had no idea?

Mr. COURT: He could not tell them
what the freight increases were going to
be.

Mr. May: Did they go away happy, too?

Mr. COURT: They accepted the situa-
tion. No-one is happy with increased
charges; but the fact remains that they
realised the Government was not unmind-
ful of the problems of their industry. That
was the main assurance they wanted. They
wanted to know that the Government 'was
not unmindful of the problems of the
primary producing industries, and that it
was not making freight increases without
due regard for the impact on those in-
dustries.

Mr. Graham: So you socked them for
another million.

Mr. COURT: I support the amendment
on the amendment moved by the Deputy
Premier.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-on amendment
on the amendment) [12.21 a.]: I am
rather amazed at some of the utterances
roado by the Minister for Railways.

Mr. Graham: Why?

Mr. MOIR: I am still capable of being
amazed at ignorance being displayed by
someone who is supposed to know a little
about something. In dealing with in-
creased costs to the mining industry, the
Minister specifically mentioned that the
cost of diesel fuel would not be increased
to the mining companies-and the Mini-
ster mentioned the mine at Owalia.

Mr. Court: In answer to the Leader of
the Opposition.

13ll

Mr. MOIR: In view of the fact that
a few years ago the Minister for Railways
was on the board of directors of the mine,
it is amazing he does not know that that
mine uses practically no fuel oil-it uses
wood. The Minister can derive no pleasure
from his remark that that company will
not have to pay freight on diesel fuel. I
suppose the only diesel fuel used at Owalia
would be in the one truck which runs
around the mine.

Mr. Graham: What do you think about
that?

Mr. Court: I answered the question.
If they have to buy fuel, they will get
it at the same freight rate as now,

Mr. Hawke: That is not what you said.

Mr. Court: You mentioned Gwalia-you
mentioned it by name.

Mr. MOWR: Seeing that the Minister
for Railways was recently on the board
of directors, I should have thought he
would know a little bit about the opera-
tions of the mine.

Mr. Graham: He knows nothing about
nothing.

Mr. MOIR: The move of the Deputy
Premier to delete certain words in the
amendment moved by me is probably con-
sidered by People on the other side of
the House as rather an astute political
move. I think the Deputy Premier has,
beyond doubt, by moving in this manner,
placed the members on the cross-benches
and behind the Government in a very in-
vidious Position indeed, It is quite ap-
parent. if one studies the amendment
which I moved, that we are concerned
about the people, least able to bear them,
having these increased charges imposed
upon them.

It is quite idle for the Minister for
Railways to try to persuade members on
this side of the House and the people of
Western Australia who will be affected,
that they will not be affected very much.
Hle made reference to the scientific ar-
rangement of the classification of goods
for freight rates. Let us have a look at
them. I am glad he found some term for
them, because I would have thought any-
thing less scientific than these arrange-
ments would have been very hard to find.

In the miscellaneous items which are
to be increased by 20 per cent. we
find ashes, barley, bones, bone dust,
bran, bricks, building blocks, char-
coal, coal, flour, and potatoes, Flour
and potatoes are affected the most because
I would suggest that it would be well
known to you, Mr. Speaker, that flour and
potatoes are quite a major item in the
diet of people, especially working people.

We also find that in the "A" class items
which are up 15 per cent, are bags. in-
cluding woolpacks, bark, bottles, building
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sheets and wall boards (asbestos, cement
and fibrous plaster), and hay, fruit,
and vegetables. We know that these
items, too, form a -large part of the diet
of the people. What relation they would
bear to the other items in that category,
I cannot imagine.

In the "C" class items which are up 71
per cent. are the following:-Bacon, ham,
bolts, nuts, screws and washers (iron),
butter, cheese, eggs, diesel fuel oil, etc.
What relation those items will bear to
one another, I would not know in regard
to assessing freight.

Mr. Court: You have to have classes of
freights. You have to have certain items
under certain beadings.

Mr. MOIR: And this was the scientific
arrangement!

Mr. Hawke: That is the Point. Who
was the scientist?

Mr. Court: We have some able fellows in
the department, you know.

Mr. MOIR: It would be amusing, if it
were not so grim. It Is grim for the people
who are concerned, and despite the opinion
uttered here by the Minister for Railways
that these amounts will not affect the
people in the country very much, it is
quite obvious that they are going to affect
them quite a bit; and are going to affect
the people who are least able to bear the
increases.

I think I can say without any hesita-
tion, and without being proved wrong, that
this Government, by increasing the freights
on these various and essential commodities
will succeed in filching away from the
widows, pensioners, and totally incapaci-
tated people the miserable and paltry
amounts which have just been granted to
them by their colleagues in the Federal
Government. I am referring to the 5s. a
week granted to the aged and invalid
pensioner which will disappear probably
in the first order of goods which they pur-
chase after they receive their pension on
pension day. Now there have been one
or two speakers from the back benches
this evening.

Mr. May: They took a lot of stirring up,
though.

Mr. MOIR: I was going to say that it was
Probably due to the remarks made on this
side of the House last evening. It would
appear that Yesterday instructions had
been issued that no-one was to speak on
that side of the House; and apparently
today they nudged two or three of them
into a position where they had to rise
and say something.

Mr. O'Neil: A great deal of that has
been going on on that side.

Mr. W. Heaney; Tint is the best speech
you have made yet today.

Mr. MOIR: Some of the statements
made and reasons submitted by those
members to try to justify the increases
were rather weird and wonderful. We
had the member for tNarrogin waxing
almost enthusiastic over the increases. He
pointed out that freights on '75 items would
be decreased. I venture to suggest that
they are Items which will not play a very
important part in the living conditions of
the people. He entirely overlooked the
tact that a sum of £1,100,000 is to be
raised: and that is the net result.

I wonder how much of this money it
would have been necessary to raise had
the Government not played politics in re-
opening lines which were suspended.
Undoubtedly someone has to pay for that
action, and it appears that this is one of
the methods to be adopted.

The Minister for Railways yesterday
evening, when speaking on the amendment
ithich I moved, tried to belittle it and to
make out that there was no outcry from
the country people at all. He chose to
completely disregard the representations
which were made to the Premier by re-
sponsible leaders of the primary producers
in the State. They made representations
to the' Premier before the freight increases
were announced and they waxed most in-
dignant after they were announced. I do
not know whether he thinks that the
opinion expressed by those people was of
no moment. I venture to suggest that the
people in the country and the people of
the organisations represented by those in
the deputation would have another view
on that matter.

The Minister for Railways stated that
there was no increase in the price of coal
and that the coal would be carried for the
State Electricity Commission at the old
rate. It appears that there is a large
section of the people which has to subsi-
disc these cheap rates which are allowed
in connection with the State Electricity
Commission.

Mr. May: I do not know where they get
the idea that they are cheap rates, either.

Mr. MOIR: We have heard mention of
the 28 per cent. increase in margins. It
must be remembered that that increase
wvas an increase on margins and not an
increase in the total wage, and it would
not play such an important part in the
over-all increase in costs as has been
made out by some members of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. W. Hegney: Members of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. MOIR: I know very well that some
business people have used the 28 per cent.
to increase goods they sell by 28 per cent.
I have been reliably informed that certain
sections of the metal trades, who make
particular articles sold in this State,
immediately Judgment was announced,
popped the 28 per cent. increase on the
total price of the article they were selling.
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The amendment was moved not so much
because of freight Increases but because of
the background to those freight increases:
the promises that 'were made and the
attitude of this Government in other
directions; and the carefree manner in
which the Government goes about dispers-
ing the funds of the State. This latter
was one of the stronger reasons for moving
this amendment.

We find that 'wealthy companies have
been offered huge sums of money to estab-
lish themselves in business in the State,
when they are well able to provide finances
of their own; and we find, as was elicited
here a few days ago by a question asked
by the member for East Perth as to what
money was being paid for drilling at Kool-
yanobbing, that the Broken Hill Pty. Co-
Ltd. was engaged by the Government to
drill iron ore deposits there, and has
been paid somewhere in the vicinity of
t35,000.

Mr. Hawke. After giving them all that
iron ore for nothing up in the North-West!

Mr. MOIR. We must also remember that
the deposits of iron ore at Koolyanobbing
were put in cold storage at that time and
were presumably held in the Interests of
this particular company. We know that
if any firm wishes to start up in this State
and use those iron ore deposits, it has
to first deposit a bond with the Govern-
ment of £100,000. It appears that the
Government can undertake work, and pay
for it to be done: and pay people who
could be the chief beneficiaries sums of
the magnitude of £35,000.

Is it any wonder that we protest against
these increased freights and that we are
concerned that the people in the com-
munity who are not able to bear these
increases, will be called upon to bear them?
We are concerned, too, because of the
effects that will follow the raising of these
freight charges in the increased cost of
living, which undoubtedly will be reflected
in increased wages paid and will have a
detrimental effect on industry in the coun-
try. It will also have a detrimental effect
on Industry in the metropolitan area, be-
cause these rising costs are reflected in
all sorts of ways. I therefore very strongly
oppose the deletion of those words by the
Deputy Premier.

MR. BRADY: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result--

Ayes-23.
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Moir
Mr. Curran Mr. Norton
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulten
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Oldifeld
Mr. Grahamn Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hall Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sewell
Mr. Heal Mr. Torms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamiteson fTeller.)

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrte
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 

Mann

Aye.
Mr. Andrew

Noea-24.
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. N4alder
Mr. Nlrnnio
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning-

(Teller.),
Pair.

No.
Mr. Brand

Majority against-i.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. BRADY (Guildford -Midland_--on
amendment on the amendment) [12.45
a~m' l: 1 oppose the amendment moved by
the Deputy Premier to the amendmnt
moved by the member for Boulder: and
I do that for several reasons, one being
to try to contradict some of the state-
ments made by the Minister for Railways
regarding the reasons why the people who
use the railways have to find the extra
£1,000,000 required. One other point is
that prior to these increases in railway
freights. Mr. Grant McDonald, the Presi-
dent of the Farmers' Union. led a deputa-
tion to the Premier of this State (Mr.
Brand), and he said that steeply rising
Costs must be arrested quickly if agricul-
tural and industrial expansion is not to
decline in Western Australia. He said that
this was one of the main, points when the
union met the Premier. He pointed out
that net incomes were falling markedly-

I feel that these Increased railway,
charges will aggravate the position even
further. I have been reading The Farmers'
Weekly for some months now, and there
have been many comments about steeply
increased costs in recent times reducing
the net income of the farmers, placing
them in a queer position. In fact, I was
surprised, when talking to a farmer
recently, to hear that he had to earn
£10,000 a year before he started to get
any income for himself. One wonders
where all this money is going, and who
is getting it; and that brings me to the
Government's action in increasing rail-
way freights.

The railways, as such, are a public
utility. They are not a State trading con-
cern. All sections of the community benefit
from the successful running of the rail-
ways; by that I mean the banking
institutions, the financial institutions,
the insurance companies, the commercial
houses, and the industrial concerns;
and, in fact, all sections of the com-
munity benefit because of the railway
operations over all Parts of Western Aus-
tralia. What I cannot understand is why,
these people are not asked to pay a greater-
proportion of the costs involIvea. in runing
the railways than they are..
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it took me same time to get the informa-
,ton I wanted. I looked through The
Financial Review, The Bulletin, and other
papers in the reading room, to find out
exactly what was going on in regard to
the economic position of the Common-
wvealth and the State with respect to the
rural and primary industries as compared
with the commercial and industrial under-
takings.

Late this evening I ran across a
book issued by the Pastoralists and
OCraziers' Association of Western Australia.
'This book is called, The Australian Graz-
ing industry and it reviews all the factors
influencing production in the sheep and
-wool industry. There are several tables
-in the book, and Table '7 shows the amount
,of money invested in the banks, breweries,
:building construction firma, engineering
flrms, finance institutions, miscellaneous
inistitutions, metal firms, the pastoral in-
4ustry. and printing, retail, rubber, textile
and transport industries, trustees, and
wholesale houses. It gives the number
-and the capital return to shareholders.

It is amazing to see that with banks the
,percentage on shareholders' funds is ris-
Ing; and the same applies to the breweries.
Mt is remarkable, too, when one reads these
financial journals, to see the great pros-
yperity in Australia today. One finds
that same of the organisations which
,are making these huge profits are the
breweries and the hotels. At present, in
Western Australia, hotels are to be built
In St. George's Terrace and South Perth;
.Promises have been made about motels:
botels and luxury trades are being en-
couraged; while the primary producer, the
p.1erson who really counts in Western Aus-
tralia's economic position, is being en-
gulled by greater costs and expenses--by
Increasing railway freights and fares.

Breweries are making extra profits now
an cmared with 1957-58, and most other
companies are making greater profits.

rinance companies are making an average
return on their shareholders' funds of 13
Per cent.: base metal companies are mak-
Ing 121 per cent.; and the profits of the pas-
toral companies and retail stores are in-
,creasing. The profits for the rubber com-
panies are about Ili per cent.; but here is
the staggering part: The sheep and wool
Industry has a return on capital for
:1957-58 of 4.3 per cent, as an Australian
avnrage, while for 1958-59 that average
1dropped to 1 per cent. In the high rain-
fall zones of Western Australia, in 1957-58,
the profit was 4.8 per cent. and the Aus-
tralian average was one half per cent.

In the wheat and sheep zone, which I
think would probably be the most inter-
lesting Comparison for members in this
Rouse, the average profit in 1957-58 for
the sheep and wool industry was 5.8 per
cent., but the Australian average for 1958-
19 was down to 4.1 per Cent. That indi-
cates that profits In the wool and sheep
Industry are falling rapidly.

One must tie up this discussion with
what the Government is doing, or not
doing, to make all industries pay the losses
incurred by the railways-a public utility.
What is the Government doing to make
sure that the banks are paying their fair
proportion? What is it doing to make sure
that the hire-purchase companies, which
are making bigger profits in Western Aus-
tralia today than ever before, are paying
their fair share? What is the Government
doing to see that the insurance companies,
out of their big profits, are paying their
fair proportion?

About 60-odd insurance companies
operate in a small populated State like
Western Australia. They are all drawing
profits, most of which goes to the Eastern
States and overseas countries. I would
suggest that the farming community im-
mediately consider transferring their ac-
counts to the Rural and Industries Bank,
and the State Government Insurance
Office, to ensure that these State trading
concerns, or Government-operated con-
cerns, get the profits so that the Govern-
ment can do for the people of Western
Australia what it should be doing, because
these companies which I have already
mentioned are not paying what they
should pay to the revenue of this State.

What is the position with the oil com-
panies? They will not have to pay any
extra freights, which means to say that
more motor vehicles will be used and more
oil will be used. And who is going to get
the benefit of that? The shareholders of
the B.P. company and the people who own
the motor-vehicle industry. And who Is
going to pay for it? The farming com-
munity, and the people of Western Aus-
tralia generally, will pay for it. These
people should be contributing to the reve-
nue of the railways, a public utility which
has been operating inl this State for the
benefit of the whole of the People. In
spite of that, the Government is placihig
the burden of the whole cost on the people
who use the railways instead of spread-
ing it over the whole of the community.
Only recently the basic wage was increased
by 5s. ld, per week. That increase will
be passed on to the country people by way
of increased prices on the various goods
and commodities which they use, and now
they are to have a further burden of in-
creased railway freights placed on their
shoulders.

That is going to add to the over-all cost
of production, whether it is the cost of
production in the wheat industry, the
sheep industry, or any other primary in-
dustry. In turn, that increased cost of
production will be added to the price of
the goods that are exported overseas: and
it must be borne in mind that we are al-
ready losing our export markets because
the sales of many of our goods to other
countries are decreasing. Our exports are
going down but our imports are going up.
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The Commonwealth Bank Chairman, Dr.
Coombs, has already warned us that the
advancing of bank credits will have to be
tightened. The banks cannot continue to
finance the rural people as they have in
the past. There is a squeeze already being
made and this increase in rail freights will
cause a further squeeze on the people in
the country.

I can foresee the dire effects that these
proposed increases in rail freights will
have in the next six months, and I am sure
this will be the last straw that will break
the farmers' backs. Many of them will
probably finish up as farmers' labourers,
or join the 3,000 or 4,000 unemployed that
are already registered at the Common-wealth Employment Office. I am on the
side of the primary producer, despite the
fact that we on this side of the House
are always being twitted that we have no
time for the primary producer. I would
remind those on the Government side of
the House that when the Leader of the
Opposition increased railway freights in
1953 it was the first time in 25 years Chat
a Labor Administration had increased the
rail freights. However, because it was
done on that occasion by a Labor Govern-
ment, the Liberal Government is now try-
ing to advance that as an excuse for its
Increasing the rail freights on this oc-
casion.

As I said before, there are about hal
a dozen avenues which the Government
could have used to obtain this extra reve-
nue of £1,000,000-odd instead of placing
the whole of this added taxation on the
people in the country who are already
carrying more than their fair share of
the taxation needs of the State. The
cost should have been shared by the St.
George's Terrace farmers. In fact, It
should have been borne by them more
than anybody else. Large institutions are
being erected in St. George's Terrace, and
we are now hearing of proposals for pri-
vate enterprise to enter into a large and
ambitious project on the south side of
the river. These people are going to reap
the benefit of those buildings and they
should be contributing towards some of
the losses that are being Incurred by the
railways as a public utility.

Further, the Government could save
money on architectural fees by allowing
the Public Works Architectural Division to
do its own designing and make Its own
plans for various Government buildings
instead of paying private firms to do this
work. It could also save the rents which
It is Paying to private firms for accom-
modation for various Government depart-
ments spread around the city. I am sure
that a. great deal of expenditure could be
saved in those directions.

Another reason why I oppose the increase
in rail freights is that during the last
twelve months of administration by a
Liberal Party-Country Party Government

there have already been about ten or7
twelve increases in charges on commodi-
ties that are purchased by the average'
householder. For example, the price or:
bread has been increased within the last
three months. The price of butter has
increased; the price of sugar has increased;
the price of haircuts has increased:. and
water charges have been increased.

Mr. W. A. Manning: The freight on
haircuts has been increased?

Mr. BRADY: No; the price of haircuts
has increased, and the ordinary house-
holder has to bear those increased charges-.
Some of them cannot be found in the
cost-of-living index. Some people have
twitted members on this side of the House
that these charges have been Increasedt
because the cost of living has gone up.
Some of these figures cannot be included
in the cost-of-living index because they:
are not taken into consideration. The-
honourable member who made the little
snide remark about the freight on hair-
cuts a moment ago should have a look at
the cost-of-living index tomorrow, and be-
will realise that many of these In-
creased charges are not included. I
do not think doctors' fees, dentiatar
fees, or the admission price to a circus
can be regarded as being part and
parcel of the everyday costs of the aver-
age householder. We are not concerned
with those charges, but we are concerned
with the everyday costs that eat into a,
worker's wages.

Leave to Continue Speech
I have a lot more to say on this subject;-,

but as the hour is late I move-
That I be granted leave to continue'

my speech at the next sitting of the:
House,

Motion put and negatived.
Mr. BRADY: I will conclude my re-

marks by saying-

Point of Order

Mr. JAMIESON;: On a point of order.
Mr. Speaker, I clearly called 'Divide"
after the result of the voting on the voloea
was announced.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber may have clearly called it, but
I saw the member for Guildford-Mldland
on his feet before any honourable member
called for a division.

Debate Resumed

Mr. BRADY: I was saying earlier that
the Australian primary producer is already
engulfed with excessive charges in many
directions.

Mr, J. Hegney One member can get an
adjournment, but another member can-
not. There Is not much fair play about
that!
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Mr. BRADY: We know that the shipping
companies have increased their freights to
the farmers in recent times; and that, of
course, has only, aggravated the over-all
poslition. I wish to conclude on the mat-
ter of the £5,250,000 that Is envisaged In
building a tourist road from Western Auls-
trais to South Australia for the purpose
of attracting tourists to this State. It is
about time we Put first things first. If it
Is a question of our railways being kept
going or a tourist road being built to the
Eastern States, I think we should give the
railways first consideration. We should
not encourage luxury trades-I think one
can call tourism that-whilst an essential
industry of the State is forced to impose
additional freight charges on the people
.in the country.

Although I would like to see more
tourists coming to this State with more
money to spend in the State, I cannot see
the necessity for building a sealed mead to
the Eastern States while farmers have to
pay an extra £1,000,000 by way of increased
rail freights. I would also point out that
the racing fraternity has been treated very
well by this Government whilst it has
been in office. Hundreds of thousands of
pounds have been channelled into the
r'Acing industry that could well have been
applied to easing the burden of increased
rail freights. That is another avenue the
Government should look to for additional
taxation. All these avenues should be in-
vestigated before the farming community
Is asked to pay any increases in rail
freights.

Although the member for Narrogin and
the Minister for Railways referred to the
so-called reductions that are to be made-
that there is to be a 53s. reduction on cer-
tain types of goods and those which are
mow 281s. a ton will be 228s. a ton-if this
is worked out on a. weight basis it will
'probably be found that there is really very
little reduction at all. If there is a
:reduction, then it is infinitesimal, and
cannot be passed on.

Mr. Court: The same thing applies to
some of the increases.

Mr. BRADY: That is so. But let us
consider what will happen. Can the
Minister try to imagine a grocer adding
1/16th of a penny per Pound for butter or
1/20th of a Penny Per Pound? It is too
ridiculous; he will probably put on the full
Penny. That is where the housewife and
the farmer will have to pay. Not only does
the farmer pay on the outward going of
his goods, but also on the return journey.
It will be seen, therefore, that the farmer
and the primary producer are paying twice.
'They are doing this while other People who
use the railways and derive benefits from
it are not being asked to pay anything-
in this category I include the hotels, the
banks, the insurancee compannies, the in-
dustrial and commercial houses, firms
selling machinery to the farmer, and those

selling Petrol, oils, and dieseline. The
charges are most inequitable and I oppose
the amendment moved by the Leader of the
Country Party, and I hope it will be
defeated.

AM. OLDIFIELD: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr- Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr' Hawks
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamuieson

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mdr. Crommelin
Mr, Onayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Aye.
Mr. Andrew

AyCs-23.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulson
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rbatgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin

Mr. May (Teller.)
Noes-24.

Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pair.

No.
Mr. Brand

Majority against-I.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley-on
amendment on the amendment) C 1.6 a.];
It is quite obvious that some members of
the Government who led us to believe that
they were anxious to go. home, and whe
tried to make out that they wished to close
this debate as speedily as possible, are in
fact not anxious to go home at all. We
will bear that in mind. This evening the
Minister for Railways set out to prove thai
this increase in railway freights and farel
was justified, because there had keen ar
increase in railway freights and fares ir.
1953.

Mr. Hawke: Seven years ago.
Mr. OLOPIELD: The Minister set out tt

justify the action of the Government fir
increasing these rail freights and fare.-
even though this is to be done contrary t(
the pre-election promise given by the
Government. We find., however, that he
takes the then Government to task foi
doing exactly the same thing in 1953. It
essence, what the Minister for Railways t~
trying to say is that two wrongs make
right.

Mr. Roberts: Did You agree to the 195:
inicreases?

Mr. OLDF'IELD: Among the pre-electior
promises made in 1953, there were somi
made In respect of metropolitan passengei
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transport: and I will say that the then
Minister controlling railways and tramways
did remove the week-end surcharge which
was in existence on metropolitan tramways
at the time; apart from which he also re-
duced the minimum fare which was then
in existence.

It was a pre-election promise and it was
kept. This was done to encourage more
people to take short journeys;, and also
to encourage them to use public transport
at week-ends. It was felt at the time that
the person who was unable to afford a
motor car, and who wished to take his
family away for the week-end was forced
to pay this surcharge, which was not paid
by those fortunate enough to own their
own vehicles. It had to be paid by those
who could least afford to pay. It was
rather a steep surcharge and was to be
paid on all fares including children's fares.This made it pretty hard for the working
man who might think of taking his family
to the beach, or on some other outing.
The Minister for Railways has been re-
ported in the Press as saying that the aim
and object of this Government is to reduce
the railway deficit.

It is apparent that the reduction of this
deficit will be brought about by an increase
in railway freights and fares, and not bY
greater efficiency within the railway sys-
tem, as was promised. The reduction in the
deficit is to be achieved simply and purely
by increasing railway freights and fares.

We can take this increase a step further
and see what It will mean. There will be
a decrease in the transport of goods by
the railways, because the increased freights
will encourage the farmer to further utilize
his transport concession granted under the
Transport Co-ordination Act; that Is, to
cart the goods required by him an the
return journey. We are all aware of the
concession granted to the farmer which
enables him to transport his produce to
the city, and on the return journey to
bring back goods for his own use. This
concession is taken advantage of by
farmerst to bring back stores and fuel.
often it has been abused by the farmer
when he took two or three bags of oats
into Perth, and on the return Journey
carted his fuel and stores.

The unfair part is that under this con-
cession granted by the transport authority
the farmer will be able to carry more of the
goods he requires-superphosphate, stores,
and grocery Items. If he can buy them
more cheaply in Perth. as a result of the
increase in railway freights, he will be
inclined to make more trips to Perth on
the pretext of bringing some produce down,
and backloading with consumer goods re-
quired by himself and his family.

But what of the storekeeper in the coun-
try town? lie must cart al1l the goods
and commodities he requires by rail, at
an increased freight rate. The business

people of the country towns will not be
pleased with the increased rates. They
will have to pay these additional costs;
but when they pass the increase on to the
customers, the farmer will say, "The prices
are getting too high. I shall buy more of
MY requirements in Perth and cart them
back myself." The townspeople will be the
ones to suffer, because the farmer can
transport his own requirements by taking
advantage of the concessions.

Increased freights will bring about a
reduction in the revenue of the railways,
while that transport concession to farmer
is continued. If an honest endeavour is
to be made to reduce the railway deficit
by increasing the freights, steps should
be taken to ensure that every ounce of
traffic offering to the railways Is obtained.

Mr. Lewis: How much wheat can a
farmer bring down by road?

Mr. QLDFIELD: The honourable memn-
ber talks about wheat-one of the two
commodities for which the railways are
kept operating. It is a £2,500,000 freight
a year to the railways. If the railways did
not have to cart wheat from the country
there would be no railway system. The
rest of the produce can be transported by
road. The honourable member knows it
is costly to haul full railwiy trucks from
the country to the city, atad haul th~zih
back empty to the country. He also knows
that every grain of Wheat which Is carted
by the railway system is carted at a loss
to. the railways, but at a profit to the
farmer. We know tf14 farmer requires the
transport concession.

Mr. Lewis: Why?
Mr. OWIFIELD:, Because he needs to

sell on the world's markets. The Farmers'
Weekly and the Country Party members
here have said this. For ten sessions of
this Parliament I have listened to them
expounding the point of view that the
farmer cannot afford to pay high freight
charges if he is to compete successfully
on the world's markets. If he cannot sell
his produce competitively on the world's
markets the economy of both the State
and the Commonwealth will suffer as a
result. The member for Moore wants to
remember the facts when he speaks on
railway freights In respect of the cartage
of wheat and superphosphate. He knows
very well that the railways cannot cart
wheat at 2.25d. per ton mile.

Mr. Lewis., It Is not catting wheat at
2.25d. now.

Mr. OLDFILD: Not with the Increase.
It will be around 2.5d. Far from havink
the effect of increasing- the railway re-'
venue, this increase in railway fireights and
fares can have the effect of bringing about
ak reduction in railway trafle, and thereby
a iedudtlon in railway revenue. The move
will ilefeat the obJdcti've which Is intended
to be achieved.

MS
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Amendment on the amendment (to further assures Your Excellency". I re-
delete words) put
with the following

Mr. Boydl
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cromiunelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curranl
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J1. Hegney
Mr. W. Heglney
Mr. Jamnieson

Aye.
Mr. Andrew

Majority for-i.

Amendment on
passed.

and a division
result:-

yea-24.
Mr. W. A. Ma
Sir Ross Meta
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ninmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil.
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Man

oes-23.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulses
Mr. Oldifield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowbenry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Taint,
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pair.
No.

Mrt. Brand

the amendmei

WATTS (Deputy Premier
24 amn.] I move an amend
bat the following words1
ited for the words deleted
to assure Your Excellency that
this House appreciates the reasons
which rendered it necessary for
the Government to make a very
moderate increase in railway
freights, such increase being con-
siderably less than one-half that
needed to compensate for in-
creased railway wages and salary
costs of approximately £2,700,000;
and also being essential to prevent
this State from being further pen-
alised through the Grants Com-
mission. And this House further
assures Your Excellency that
freight rates will be very consid-
erably lower than those in the
standard States after the app-
roved increase has been made.

MR. EVANS (Kcalgoorlie-on amend-
ment on the amendment) [1.26 a.m.l: I
must wholeheartedly express my opposi-
tion to the addition of these words
to the Address that has, at this stage,
been made in reply to that given to the
Parliament by the Governor on the open-
ing day of the session. It would appear
to me that that whoever was the author
of this proposed amendment has missed his
vocation. He should have been a profes-
sional comedian. I emphasise some of
the words to substantiate that statement:
"to assure Your Excellency that this House
appreciates the reasons" and "this House

taken

ifling
'ty

peat: the person who drew this amend-
ment up should have been a professional
comedian, as it would appear he is the
only person not concerned with the im-
pending increase in rail freights.

The effect of these words, in my opinion,
is only to show, in technicolour, the insin-
cerity of the Government. The Govern-
ment is not only trying to hoodwink His
Excellency; it is trying to pull the wool
over the eyes of the majority of the people

nig in this State, as the majority of the people
(Teller.) will be affected either directly or indirectly

by this increase in freights and railway
fares. As such, these words can only be
described as pious humbug.

I repeat a maxim which has often been
heard in this Chamber and which comes
from the immortal Abraham Lincoln: It
is possible for one to fool all the people
some of the time, and some of the people

(Teller.) all the time; but it is impossible for one
to fool all the people all the time. If
those words are ever to ring true, the
time is propitious now. I defy the Gov-
ernment to fool all the people of Western

t hsAustralia on this issue. It will not have
tths to fool the People all the time. It will

not want to fool the people at all, because
__Stir- they will remember the insult that has
±ent- been given to them by this Government.

be sub- The people, at the last election by way of
support through a back-door party, put
this Government into office.

This Government had given certain as-
suranes&-or the leaders of the Parties
did-which, I am sure, did convince the
people who supported the members of the
Government that there would be no in-
creases in railway freights. And yet we
find that within a short time of this Gov-
erment taking office, this Promise has
been repudiated and railway freights are
to be increased.

I come now to the railways themselves;
and I am sure what I am about to say
will ring a bell if not in the conscience,
undoubtedly in the mind of the Minister
for Railways. We have beard him speak-
ing many times in this House about the
difficult task that confronted him on
assuming his important office in trying to
inject into the railways a feeling of good-
will; of creating a certain status for the
railways; the building up of the relation-
ship of goodwill between the railways and
the Public; and the necessity for the rail-
way employees to do all they possibly
could themselves to contribute towards
this relationship. I feel that this attempt
to increase railway freights will come as a
sudden shock to those people who in the
past have supported the railways.

Perhaps the Minister could, by way of
interjection, inform me as to whether car
bodies, or new cars, will be affected by
these increases-new cars from Perth to
Kalgoorlie, for example.

MR.
ing) [1.

T
still



(Wednesday, 17 August, 1960.] 547

Mr. Court: I could not give the classi-
fication off -hand.

Mr. EVANS: Recently one large dealer
who had the agency of a popular car at
Kalgoorlie found it much more attrac-
tive to advise his clients to drive to Perth
and bring their cars back to Kalgoorlie by
road. This was much cheaper and less
dangerous for the cars. However, because
of the good offices of the commercial agent
in the railways, who has done a marvel-
lous job to establish the sense of goodwill
and confidence in the railways, that firm
changed over and had its cars transported
to Kalgoorlie by rail. I am sure that
brings in no small amount of revenue to
the railways.

However, I shudder to think that that
revenue which is now available to the rail-
ways will be dried up as a result of In-
creases in railway freights. It will have
the effect of completely nullifying the good
work which was carried out by the railway
commercial agent. In a similar way, the
over-all increase in railway freights will,
I am sure, have the effect of nullifying or
defeating that sense of goodwill which
has been brought into operation.

At this stage, I do not want to be paro-
chial, because what I say will also be true,
near true or, even to coin a phrase
which is not grammatical, more true in
relation to other members. I am referr-
ing to the price of petrol which the mot-
orist on the goldfields has to pay. He is
called upon to pay Is. per gallon more
for petrol in Kalgoorlie than is paid in
the metropolitan area. It is obvious that
the good results of the recent bulk I-stallation at Esperance will be somewhat
nullified as a result of increased railway
freights.

Mr. Court: There will be no increase
on motor spirit.

Mr. EVANS: I thought reference was
made to oils and fuels.

Mr. Court: Motor spirit, distillate,
kerosene, and diesel fuels.

Mr. EVANS: That is the best news I
have heard since this Government has
been in office.

Mr. May: It will be the last!
Mr. EVANS: Before the Government

vacates office I hope to hear a great deal
more happy news.

Mr. Graham: You will be disappointed!
Mr. EVANS: I come to a further point,

which is my final one. I am referring now
to the promise which was given-not only
before the elections, but also by members
of the Government last session-that
efficiency would be inculcated into the
railway system. It was the determination
of the Minister concerned to do Just that.
However, I am utterly disappointed to see
that he has now been lulled, or perhaps

sand-bagged-a term I beard the other
evening-or even perhaps forced by a party
machine to increase railway freights.

Has he dropped his idea of injecting a
transfusion of efficiency into the railways
and chosen the more expedient way to im-
prove railway revenues-increasing freights
and fares? If he were sincere, he would
forget the party machine and would con-
tinue injecting efficiency into the network
which is either a task which cannot be
completed in such a short period of time.
or is impossible altogether. If he were
sincere, he would forget about the system
of private tender whereby the price paid
is higher than if the work were completed
by our own workshops using our own work-
men and our own machinery.

It would seem to me that the whole
system of improved railway revenue by
such cavalier means Is a very false form
of economy. It is only a way of robbing
Peter to Pay Paul; and, of course, Peter is
the consumer; and as far as I am con-
cerned, Peter lives in Kalgoorlie and I do
not like it at all. Therefore, I oppose the
Deputy Premier's amendment.

MR. ROBERTS (Eunbury) [1.37 a.m.):
I move-

That the House do now divide.
Mr. Hawke: You had better not come at

that! Pairs are off! No more pairs!
Mr. Graham: Finished!
Motion put and a division called for.

Remarks during division.
Mr. Graham: There has only been one

speaker and you apply the gag.
Mr. Hawke: Squibs! A bunch of squibs!I
Mr. Graham: Couldn't take it!
Mr. Hawke: Lowest of the low!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You should be

ashamed of yourselves for saying such
things!

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Hawke: What a bunch of squibs!

What an awful bunch of squibs!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Hawke: I am not including you, Mr.

Speaker!
Mr. Graham: Couldn't take it!I

A member: Liars and cheats!
Mr. Hawke: The squib from Sunbury.

The prince of squibs!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He is not!
Mr. Hawke: He Is so!
Mr. Court: You must be thoroughly sick

of yourselves over there!
Mr. Graham: Couldn't take it!
Mr. Hawke: What a squib!

The SPEAKER: Order!



(ASSEMBLY.l

Division Rtesumed
Division resulted as follw:-

Ayes-24.
Mr. Boveil Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Burt Sir Roes McLarty
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nalder
Mr. Court Mr, Nimmo
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Crommella Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Grayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Outlie Mr. Perkins
Dr. Henn Mr. Roberts
Mr. Hutchlnsoc Mr, Watts
Mr. Lewis Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr. 1. W, Manning

(Teller.)
Noes-23.

Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Moir
Mr. Curran Mr. Norton
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Pletcher Mr. Oltfield
Mr. Graham Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hall Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Rawks Mr. Sewell
Mr. Heal Mr. Toms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamileson (Teller.j

Pair.
Aye. No.

Mr. Brand Mr. Andrew

Majority for-i.
Motion thus passed.
Amendment on the amendment (to in-

sert words) put and a division called for.

Remarks During Division
Mr. May: You gave your decision to the

Noes.
The SPEAKER: Then the Ayes called

for a division.
Mr. May: They called for a division?
The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. Graham: I think the member for

Bunbury ought to leave the room in dis-
grace and shame. Heil Adolf!

Mr. Court: Calm down!
Mr. Graham: You gag a debate when

there has been one speaker only.
Mr. Roberts: Where have you been all

night?
Mr. Watts: Twelve hours by the clock!
Mr. Graham: One speaker only on your

amendment!
Mr. Watts: All wrapped up in the other

one!
Mr. Graham: That Is your interpreta-

tion!
Mr. Hawke: Bunch of squibs! Couldift

take it!
Mr. Graham: No such thing as "honour-

able" members on that side of the House!
Mr. Hawke: A new type of squib with

the member for Bunbury as the prince!
Mr. Graham: They will be merely foot-

prints in the sands of time!
The SPEAKER: Order!

Division Resumed

Division resulted as follows:-
Ayes-24.

Mr, Bovech
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. orayden
Mr. Outhie
Dr. Benn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Mr. Bickerton
Mr, Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr, Graham
Mr. flaill
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hlegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamileson

Aye.

Mr. Brand

Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Milder
Mr. Nimmno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. L. W. Manning

fTeller,)
Noegs-23.

Mr. Kelly
Mr. Molr
Mr. Norton
Mr. Thilsen
Mr. Oldheld
Mr. Ebstigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tomes
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pair.
No.

Mr. Andrew

(Teller.)

Majority for-i.

Amendment on the amendment thus
passed.

Amendment, as amended, put and a
division taken with the following result:-

Mr. Hovell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Outhie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Bali
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
MCr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jaieson

Aye.

Mi. Brand

Ayes-24.

Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Roan MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Rhynmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'N~eil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wilid
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Noes-4.fl

Mr. Kelly
Wr. Moir

Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr: Oldfleld
Mr. Rhattgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Bewell
Mr. Tome
Mr. Tonkin

Mr. May (Teller.)

Pair.
No

Mr. Andrew

Majority for-i.

Amndnment, as amended, thus passed.

MR. WATTS (Deputy Premier-Stirling)
EI.45 a.m.J: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.
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Motion Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes--2.
Mr. Novell Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Burt SIr Ross MeLonty
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nalder
Mr. Court Mr. Nlmmo-
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Crorimelin Mr. O'Nel
Mr.. Orayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Outhrie Mr. Perkins
Dr. Henn Mr. Roberts
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Watts
Mr. Lewis Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr, 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamnieson

Aye.
Mr. Brand

Majority for-i.

fles-23.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr., Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Old~eld
Mr. Rhatiga
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pair.
No.

Mr. Andrew

(Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

House adjourned at 1.53 a.m. (Thursda.i

Thursday. the. 18th August. 1960
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pxn., and read prayers.

QUES-TIONS ON NOTICE
GUILDFORD MENTAL HOSPITAL

Commencement of Constructionl

1.The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON asked
the Minister for Mines:

As the reply to my question on
Wednesday, the 10th August, 1960,
relating to the building of the
new mental hospital at Guildford
was in my opinion very vague and
quite unsatisfactory, will the
Minister inform the House-

(a) What the Phrase "other
mental matters" in the
reply is meant to convey?

(b) When is it intended that the
building of this urgently re-
quired new mental hospital
will be commenced?

(c) Wi Who are the personnel
of the special commit-
tee; and

(ii) what is the constitution
of the State Health
Council,

referred to in his previous
reply?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) These were referred to in the Min-

ister for Health's announcement
some time ago when a special com-
mittee was appointed to report
on-

(1) Planning for the Guildford
site as represented by the
drawings of the Principal
Architect.

(ii) Relieving of overcrowding
at Claremont Mental Hos-
pital.

(iii) The need for additions at
Heathcote Reception Hfos-
pital,

(iv) Co-ordinating of voluntary
group activity with the
Child Welfare and Educa-
tion Departments, etc.

(v) The need for separate chil-
dren's sections in any plan-
ning, including considera-
tion of the needs of
adolescents.

(vi) Accommodation for geria-
trios or the desirability of
providing other accom-
modation for those senile
patients at Present Provided
for in our mental hospitals.

(vii> New mental health legisla-
tion.

(viii) Any other related matters.
(b2) As stated Previously, action will

follow as early as possible after
the report of the special committee
and the State Health Council has
been received.
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